
THE ONTARIO NUlUSit4TIST 

Of f i c i a l  Publication 

of 

The Ontario Numismatic Association 

VOL. I1 - No. 5 October 1963 Page 40 

OM DUES ADJUSTED 

The London Numismatic Society included t he  ON.4 business meeting i n  t h e i r  programme 
of t h e i r  annual banquet, September 20. Several new and i n t e r e s t i ng  items were discussed. 

The $1.00 fee  members have been paying i s  extremely nominal. Many have been asking 
f o r  a monthly journal. To do t h i s  t he  year ly  dues must be ra ised.  Beginning October, 
new membership applications and renewals w i l l  come under a new r a t e :  

Adult membership -- $2.00 a year. 
Junior membership (up t o  1@ years of age) -- $1.00 a year. 
Husband and wife membership (one journal) -- $3.00 a year.  
Club membership of $10.00 i s  unchanged. 

A l l  payments t o  be made t o  Bruce Raszmann, t reasure r ,  230 Herbert S t . ,  IJaterloo, Ont . 
Speakers Circui t  

Frank Uttley,  d i rec tor  of t h e  speakers c i r c u i t  has done an excel lent  job i n  
preparing t h i s  brochure and making it avai lable  t o  Ontario clubs. To da te  the re  a r e  
16 speakers and 33 top ics  l i s t e d .  In t he  very near fu tu re  there  w i l l  be addit ions t o  
t h i s  brochure t h a t  w i l l  be mailed t o  t he  clubs t o  be added t o  t he  booklet. 

ONA Medals - 
A s e t  of four medals from t h e  f i r s t  annual convention was presented t o  ONA 

h i s to r ian ,  B i l l  Clark, London. These medals a re  t o  be entered along with other  
accumulat:i.ons of h i s t o r i c  value of t he  ObTii. The four  medals a r e  bronze, s i l v e r ,  gold- 
f i l l e d  and gold. 

Films - - 
Frank Utt ley has been i n  contact  with t h e  National Film Board t o  procure more films 

of numismatic value. The few f i lms of numismatic i n t e r e s t  have been used and re-used 
by t he  clubs. 

The executive wishes t o  thank the  London Numismatic Society f o r  t h e i r  geneT0US hos- 
p i t a l i t y  i n  inv i t ing  t he  associa t ion t o  share t h e i r  banquet f e s t i v i t i e s  and hold our 
semi-annual business meeting with them. It was an excellent  show with some very 
excel lent  displays.  

The bes t  of show trophy went t o  Alex Monroe, Scarborough, f o r  an excel lent  and 
i n t e r e s t i ng  display of ships on coins and medals. An excel lent  address w a s  given by 
Rev. Orlo I E l l e r  on t h e  ea r ly  coinage of London, Ont. 

To everyone's del ight  we found t h a t  London's fame came from counterfei t ing.  To 
highl ight  t he  evening London's club president B i l l  Clark was presented with a l i f e  
membership i n  t he  London J!hmismatic Society. 



TJIEPBERSHIP APPLICATIONS 

Inlilliam J. l b t z ,  250 ICrug St . ,  Kitchener, Ont. 

F. R. Douville, 640 Lennox Ave., Saul t  Ste. IJIarie, Ont. 

Roy Pitcher,  352 F i f t h  Ave., Sault  Ste.  Marie, Ont. 

i k s .  F. A. Girdwood, 24 Drummond S t .  l,iest, Perth, Ont. 

CGNGES OF ADDRESS 

Franklin F. Dickey, 15  Hall Drive, Hamburg, N. Y. 
Bruce Brace, 124 Duke St . ,  Apt. 3, Hamilton, Ont 

Paul Spence, 80 Askin St .  London, Ont. 

WO 2 A. R. Smith, 738 Cummings ixve., Ottawa 7, Ont . 

163. Frederick C. Jewett, 26 Davean Drive, Bayview H i l l s ,  liJillowdale, Ont. 

REIIJSTiTEMENTS 

64. John E. Zveringham, 1029 Laurier  Cres., Sarnia, Ont, 

CONING EVENTS 

ANNUAL EXHISITION AND BBhQUET - Huron County Numismatic Club (BOX 28, Clinton, Ont . ) 
Programme w i l l  include' displays,  auction, and Banquet, Speaker w i l l  be 
J. E. Charlton. Events s t a r t  1 2  noon, Nov, 17  a t  t h e  FLm Haven Motor Hotel, 
Clinton. 

X X X X  

T H I 3 D  ANNUAL BANJUET - Owen Sound Coin Club - Oct . 12 i n  t he  Colliseum. Doors open a t  
12 noon t o  t h e  public. Dinner served a t  6 p. m. Tickets $2.50 a person i n  
advance and bourse t ab l e s  $5 ( l imi ted t o  12 t ab l e s ) .  Guest speaker and choice 
auction t o  follow the  turkey dinner. Harold Harnrnond, 540 - 16th  St . ,  
Owen Sound, Ont., f o r  t i c k e t s  and reservations.  

X X X X  

FIFTH ANNUAL BAIQUET AND I1UCTION - Oct. 19,  1963 - of the  St. Cakharines Coin Club - 
Indian Room, Hotel Esquire, Queenston St. a t  Church St .  Competitive and 
non-competitive displays ,  awards, guest speaker and Bourse. General Chairman: 
1;lalter Alexander, RR1, S t .  Catharines, Ont. 

X X X X  

WINDSOR COIN CLUB SHOInT - Nov. 2 and 3 - Prince Edward Hotel, Ovelet te and Park St . ,  
IfJindsor, Ont . Information: Alan May, 568 Elm Ave., Windsor. 

Main a t t r a c t i o n  of the  BLUE WATER INTERNATIONAL C O I N  SHOW, Oct. 19 - 20 a t  Kenwick 
Terrace, Sarnia, Ont., w i l l  be the  king and queen of Canadian coins: the  1921 hal f -  
d o l l a r  and the  1921 s i l v e r  five-cent piece. These coins w i l l  be on display through the  



courtesy of t h e i r  owner, Walter Holmes, London, Ont. The show i s  sponsored j o in t l y  by 
t he  Sarnia, Ont. Numismatic Society and t he  Port Huron, Kch . ,  Coin Club. Bourse 
w i l l  consis t  of 25 U. S. and Canadian dealers .  

The Spiers  Brothers trophy w i l l  be awarded t o  t h e  bes t  i n  show; with t h e  Veteran 
Taxi trophy t o  be awarded t o  t h e  bes t  Canadian display.  Numismatic plaques t s i l l  be 
awarded t o  f i r s t  place winners i n  each of t h e  following divis ions:  Canadian, imerican, 
foreign,  miscellaneous, tokens, paper currency, and non-member. For information write:  
Don Fark, 308 Savoy St . ,  Sarnia, Ont. 

QUINTE ISLE COIN-A-RJqA --- Kiwanis Centre, 118 h d a s  St .  East,  Be l lev i l l e ,  Ont. - - 
Oct. 26. Sponsored by the  Bay of Quinte Coin Club and t h e  Trenton Coin Club. 
Fred Jewett w i l l  be t he  guest speaker. He i s  ed i t o r  of the  Canadian Numismatic 
LLssociation journal. . , 

Admission: adu l t s  50 cents and children 25 cents. Anyone wishing t o  en te r  
displays contact e i t h e r  d l e n  Guay, 27 Fairview Cres., Trenton, Ont., ,Ross 
Irwin, 93 Victoria S t . ,  Be l lev i l l e ,  Ont.; o r  Charles Iqi l ler ,  RR 6, Picton, Ont. 

AUDIO-VISUAL EXTENSION 

This addi t ion t o  t h e  ONL l i b r a r y  has been met with g r ea t  enthusiasm. Sl ides  have 
been requested by a g rea t  many clubs and they always seem t o  r e tu rn  with the  inquiry  
a s  t o  when the re  w i l l  be more. A s  you know, t h i s  project  i s  done voluntar i ly .  

So f a r ,  t h e  s l i de s  have been t h e  work of ONA members and the  tapes  have been added 
f o r  your convenience. This p ro jec t  was i n i t i a t e d  by Lloyd T. Smith, London who devised 
t h i s  scheme mainly f o r  t he  winter  months when t r ave l l i ng  might be a hardship f o r  the  
guest  speaker. ~ ~ v a i l a b l e  a re :  

Canadian S i l v e r  Dollars by B i l l  English (wri t ten  t e x t  only).  
Romance of T,\Torld Gold by Lloyd T. Smith ( tape  o r  wr i t t en  t e x t ) .  
Coinage of Canada - Par t  I by Lloyd T. Smith (tape o r  wr i t t en  t e x t ) .  

(F?ampum, Card Pbney, & Coinage of French Xegime) 
Coinage of Canada - Part  I1 by Lloyd T. Smith t t  I I I I  

( ~ u e b e c  Tokens) 
Coinage of Canada - Par t  I11 by Lloyd T. Smith 'I 1 1  11 

( ~ o u ~ u e t  Tokens and Upper Canada ~ o k e n s )  

Two more s e t s  a r e  i n  the  making and w i l l  be made ava i lab le  t o  the  Ontario clubs 
soon. 

M r  s . Claudia Pelkey, 
Librarian.  

R. If. Irwin 

The co l lec t ion  of coins i s  much more i n t e r e s t i ng  when t he  background of t h e  country 
i s  known and the  r a r i t i e s  and other  numismatic problems a r e  understood i n  the  l i g h t  of 
every day events,  Newfoundland presents a very i n t e r e s t i ng  background f o r  t he  study of 
t h e i r  coins. It i s  bes t  presented i n  th ree  periods: 1497 t o  1984, 1895 t o  1933, and 
1934 t o  1949.. 



The i s l and  has an a rea  of 42,000 square miles and over 6,000 miles  of coas t l ine .  
It i s  not mountainous but  r o l l i n g  land and ranges of low h i l l s .  Newfoundland was Great 
B r i t a i n ' s  o l d e s t  co lon ia l  possession. The i s l and  was discovered by John Cabot i n  1497 
and formal possession was taken i n  1583 by S i r  Humphrey Gi lber t .  I;.ttempts a t  set t lement 
were genera l ly  unsuccessful but  by 1832 t h e  Crown Colony has s u f f i c i e n t  people t o  e s t a b l i s h  
representa t ive  government. L i fe  was d i f f i c u l t .  I n  1846 t h e  potato crop f a i l e d ,  
hurricanes destroyed t h e  f i sh ing  f l e e t  and. h a l f  of S t .  John's burned. 

The i s l and  became self-governing in.1855. I n  1860 d i s t r e s s  was widespread due t o  a 
p a r t i a l  f a i l u ~ e  of t h e  f i s h e r i e s .  Indeed, t h i s  was followed by e ight  yea rs  of misfortune 

with one-third of the poeple on char i ty .  I n  1869 good catches returned and r e l i e f  was 
discontinued. Prosper i ty  culminated i n  1874. 

Newfoundland did  not jo in  i n  t h e  confederation of t h e  Frovinces. It was claimed t h a t  
i n  1864 the  f i n a n c i a l  pos i t ion  of Newfoundland was sounder than any o the r  pa r t  of 
B r i t i s h  North iimerica. 

I n  1880 t h e  Railway B i l l  was passed t o  e x p l o i t  t h e  i n t e r i o r  of t h e  i s l and .  Con- 
s t r u c t i o n  s t a r t e d  t h e  next year but  c a p i t a l  held up in tens ive  expansion u n t i l  1893. 

I n  July  1892, f i r e  destroyed three-quarters  of S t .  Johnt s, damage w a s  over $20,000,000 
of which l e s s  than one-quarter was insured. 

%bile Newfoundland was t h e  o l d e s t  B r i t i s h  Colony, t h e  regula t ion of i t s  currency i s  
of recent  date .  The e a r l i e s t  m e t a l l i c  standard was t h e  same a s  t h a t  i n  t h e  r e s t  of 
B r i t i s h  Iirnerica, t h e  Spanish s i l v e r  d o l l a r ,  which was ra ted  a t  one-quarter o r  f i v e  
s h i l l i n g s  of t h e  "pound currencyll. The sovereign was ra ted  a t  24 s h i l l i n g s  currency and 
was confirmed by law i n  1-856. 

By 1860 t h e  Spanish s i l v e r  d o l l a r  was no longer t o  be found i n  c i r c u l a t i o n ,  t h e  
s i l v e r  currency was genera l ly  of B r i t i s h  o r  lmerican o r i g i n  with l o c a l  Rutherford and 
Prince a w a r d  Is land copper tokens. The f i v e  s h i l l i n g  r a t e  t o  t h e  Spanish s i l v e r  d o l l a r  
remained. 

The Colonial Act of 14arch 25, 1863 es tabl ished gold a s  t h e  s o l e  standard of value and 
provided t h a t  the  denominations of money be f ixed a s  d o l l a r s  and cents  with 100 cents  t o  
t h e  d o l l a r .  The Act a l s o  provided t h a t  these  coins be s t ruck.  The Currency Act was 
confirmed t h e  following year. The i s l and ,  unl ike  Canada, maintained a formal independance 
of currency a r e a  by not adopting t h e  United S t a t e s  Eagles but ins tead  made t h e  o ld  r a t i n g  
of f i v e  s h i l l i n g s  t o  t h e  Spanish d o l l a r  t h e  new u n i t  f o r  t h e  i n s u l a r  monetary system. 
The new two d o l l a r  gold piece i s  thus  t h e  l i n e a l  r epresen ta t ive  of two o l d  Spanish s i l v e r  
d o l l a r s .  

Pa t t e rns  were s t ruck i n  1864 f o r  a l ldenominat ions .  New pa t t e rns  f o r  t h e  two d o l l a r  
gold piece and t h e  one cent piece were sgain  made i n  1865. In 1865 a regu la r  i s sue  of 
t h e  two-dollar piece i n  gold (~ewfoundland was t h e  f i r s t  overseas t e r r i t o r y  except India 
t o  have i t s  own gold), t h e  20-cent, 10-cent and 5-cent piece i n  925 f i n e  s i l v e r  and bra? ze 
cen t s  were released.  These coins were s t ruck  a t  the  Royal Mint. ii new p a t t e r n  was made 
f o r  t h e  two-dollar gold piece i n  1870. Dies f o r  Newfoundland's coinage were made by 
Leonard irJyon of t h e  Royal Mint. Coins were struck a t  i r r e g u l a r  i n t e r v a l s  from 1865 a s  
economic condit ions warranted. 

The Act of 1887 repealed the  e a r l i e r  Currency "ict and dispensed with t h e  references 
t o  "pound currency" and a l s o  demonetized t h e  Spanish and fore ign coinage general ly.  The 



Act a l s o  au thor ized  t h e  s t r i k i n g  of a  25-cent co in  and recommended " the  speedy adoption 
o f  d o l l a r s  and cents1' ,  which, Ifalthough e s t a b l i s h e d  by law has  not  met w i th  genera l  
acceptance.I1 With t h i s  Act t h e  currency au thor ized  w a s  d o l l a r s  and cen t s ,  t h e  pound a t  
$4.86 2/3 cu r r en t  a s  w e l l  a s  s i l v e r  and bronze B r i t i s h  co ins .  

I n  1894, f o r  a  popula t ion  of j u s t  over  200,000 t h e r e  was $723,571.55 nominal value 
of co ins  s t ruck  from 1865 o r  about $3.20 pe r  head of which $1.00 was i n  gold.  A 
comparable f i g u r e  f o r  Canada was $1.25 pe r  head and no gold i s s u e .  The two banks i n  t h e  
colony- had a  note  i s s u e  i n  c i r c u l a t i o n  amounting t o  $1,200,000 o r  about $6.00 per  head 
which i s  about double t h e  spec i e  c i r c u l a t i o n .  

The government was r a t h e r  uns t ab le  and on Black Monday, December 10,  1894 t h e  
Commercial Bank which had been e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1857 f a i l e d  due t o  " r eck le s s  banking" and 
t h e  e v i l  f i s h i n g  c r e d i t  system. The Union Bank, e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1854, and f i n a l l y  t h e  
Government Savings Off ice  were compelled t o  suspend payments t o  d e p o s i t o r s  and many 
merchant houses f a i l e d .  Two days l a t e r  t h e  government resigned.  Bank no te s ,  t h e  normal 
currency of t h e  i s l a n d  became v a l u e l e s s  and a s  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  spec i e  i n  c i r c u l a t i o n  
bus ines s  was pa ra l i zed  and unemployment rose .  Union n e g o t i a t i o n s  wi th  Canada was 
i n i t i a t e d  February 22, 1895 b u t  was f r u s t r a t e d  by t h e  n iggard ly  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  Canadian 
government of t h e  day. The main o b s t a c l e  was t h e  $15,800,000 of publ ic  deb t  a l though 
on ly  a  gap of 5200,000 remained when n e g o t i a t i o n s  were broken o f f  and abandoned Apr i l  
16 ,  1895. This  caused another  run  on t h e  Government Savings Off ice .  I n  1895 Canadian 
cha r t e r ed  banks e s t a b l i s h e d  branches i n  Newfoundland. These were t h e  Bank of Nova Sco t i a ,  
Bank of I'lontreal, t h e  Merchants Bank and l a t e r  t h e  Canadian Bank of  Commerce. Canadian 
bank no te s  became l e g a l  t ende r  on t h e  i s l a n d  and from t h a t  t ime t h e  currency of t h e  
Newfoundland has been t h a t  of  Canada and f o r  fo re ign  exchange purposes was regarded as 
p a r t  of Canada. The small  Newfoundland decimal currency cont inued.  

The c r i s i s  was over  by t h e  end of 1895. Business was nowunder f o r e i g n  d i r e c t i o n  
al though a t  t h i s  t ime 90 per  cent  of t h e  expor t s  were f i s h  o r  f i s h  products .  The 
d i s t r u s t  engendered by t h e  c r i s i s  was not  d i s p e l l e d .  This i s  noted by t h e  inc rease  i n  
demand f o r  50-cent p i eces  over  t h e  next  1 5  y e w s .  These co ins  were f r e q u e n t l y  bur ied  
a s  a  means of saving o r  hoarded i n  h i s  house. Not over  f i v e  pe r  cent  of Newfoundland 
government bonds were he ld  on t h e  i s l a n d ,  i~bney  was scarce .  Fishermen d i d  no t  r ece ive  
wages bu t  were provided f o r  by merchants i n  r e t u r n  f o r  labour .  I1i'4oney d i d  not  change hands; 
indeed,  it could have been s a i d  wi th  t r u t h  only  a  few yea r s  ago t h a t  t h e r e  were f a m i l i e s  
i n  Newfoundland who had never seen money i n  t h e i r  l i v e s " .  (p.  79, 1934 Report) .  

The new r a i l r o a d  on t h e  i s l a n d  and t h e  new mining and lumbering i n d u s t r y  brought a  
measure of  p r o s p e r i t y  t o  t h e  i s l a n d .  I n  1918 t h e  i s l a n d  achieved Dominion s t a t u s .  
Following t h e  war a  r eces s ion  occurred  and manv bus inesses  f a i l e d  d t h o u g h  t h e  
government continued t o  extend i t s  o b l i g a t i o n s .  I n  1927 t h e  Fr ivy  Council confirmed 
i t s  sovere ignty  over Labrador, a n  a r e a  of 111,000 square mi l e s  wi th  1,000 m i l e s  of 
coas t  l i n e  on t h e  mainland of Canada. I n  1933 provis ion  was made f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  of 
l o c a l  governments. S t .  John ' s  was t h e  populated a r e a  wi th  l o c a l  government a t  t h i s  t ime.  

The b a s i c  problems of  f i nance  remained and i n  1932 Newfoundland was unable t o  pay 
t h e  i n t e r ~ s t  charges on t h e  pub l i c  deb t  of  which one h a l f  was due t o  t h e  ra i lway and 
highway system. B r i t a i n  would no t  a l low a  d e f a u l t  s i n c e  it had never occurred i n  t h e  
B r i t i s h  Empire before .  The i s l a n d  r eve r t ed  t o  Crown Colony s t a t u s  i n  1933 and Commission 
government was inaugera t  ed February 17 ,  1934. 

Newfoundland was unable t o  o b t a i n  co ins  from B r i t a i n  during t h e  war and arrangements 



were made t o  have them s t r u c k  a t  t h e  Ottawa Branch of  t h e  Royal l i n t .  Canada re fused  t o  
s t r i k e  t h e  20-cent co in  s ince  it was a nuisance i n  Canadian c i r c u l a t i o n .  Changes were 
sanct ioned by Royal Proclamation idhrch 30, 1917 t o  s t r i k e  a 25-cent p i ece  wi th  i t s  
weight t o  conform t o  t h a t  of Canada. 

The pound had deprec ia ted  twenty pe r  cent, i n  terms of  t h e  Canadian d o l l a r  from 
1931 which ac t ed  a s  a t a x  t o  Newfoundland. Considerat ion was g iven  t o  r e v e r t i n g  t o  
s t e r l i n g  b u t  nothing was done. While t h e  government was broke t h e  people h2d over 
$26,000,000 on depos i t  i n  Canadian branch banks and " the re  a r e  good grounds f o r  t h ink ing  
t h a t  cons iderable  a d d i t i o n a l  sums l i e  hoarded i n  f i shennens  homes around t h e  coast . I f  

I n  1938 t h e  s i z e  of t h e  bronze cent  w a s  changed t o  t h a t  of Canada and i n  1944 t h e  
s i l v e r  conten t  of t h e  co ins  was reduced from 925 f i n e  t o  800 f i n e .  

Newfoundland prospered dur ing  \jJorld ikr I1 and whi le  f i s h i n g  represented  t h e  same 
d o l l a r  va lue  a s  i n  1891 it now represented  only  24 per  cent  of t h e  expor ts .  Negotiat ions 
were en tered  i n t o  aga in  f o r  confedera t ion  wi th  Canada. Af te r  two p l e b e s c i t e s  a s l i g h t  
m a j o r i t y  were i n  favour of  jo in ing  wi th  Canada a s  t h e  t e n t h  Province. This became 
e f f e c t i v e  l%rch 31, 1949. 

i-2 commemorative $1.00 co in  w a s  s t r u c k  i n  Canada t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  occasion.  The 
co in  shows John Cabot ' s s h i p  T4atliew. 

Newfoundland coinage i s  s t i l l  cu r r en t  i n  Canada today bu t  a t  t h i s  t ime i s  almost 
completely rep laced  by Canadian i s s u e s .  The coins  were most ly picked up i n  1949-50 
and few co ins  a r e  s ca rce  except  i n  EF o r  UNC. I n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  coinage of t h e  i s l a n d  
i s  j u s t  beginning t o  grow. 
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Descr ip t ion  

Gold : 
$2 p i ece  

S i l v e r  : 
50 c e n t s  
25 c e n t s  
20 cen t s  
1 0  cen t s  
LO cen t s  1944 

5 c e n t s  
5 cen t s  1944 

Bronze: 
1 cent  
1 cent  

Pleight 
g r a i n s  

Diameter 
mm 

Fineness 
pe r  m i l l e  

95 cu, l z n ,  4Tn 



Fopulation 

ZhL Minted - $ - 206 PIinted - $ 
186 5-1894 451,614 45,161.40 1865-1894 840,797 168,159.40 
1896-1904 430,000 43,000.00 1896-1912 800,000 ~ ~ O , O O O . O O  
1912-1919 455,147 45,514.70 

25d 
1,640,797 328,159.40 

1938-1947 1,508,764 150,876.40 - 
2,845,525 284,552.50 1917-1919 628,718 157,179.50 

% Minted - $ - $2 PLnt ed - $ 

186 5-1894 517,675 258,837.50 186 5-1888 98,550 197,100 .OO 
1896-1900 L+39,607 219,803.50 
1904-1909 ~ O O , O O O  300,000.00 
1911-1919 1,17b,651 588,325.50 

Tot a 1  - 
2,733,933 1,366,966.50 1865-1894 $723,571.55 

CLiFE; TO1,VN PIER TOIENS 

by: D r .  F. I<. I~ l i tchel l  

During September, 1961, a long forgot ten  canvas bag i n  a cupboard i n  t h e  o f f i c e s  
of t h e  City Treasurer w 2 s  found t o  contain what were obviously Cape Town Municipal token 
coins of a bygone day. O f f i c i a l s  and Councillors a t  t h e  City Hall  knew nothing of t h e i r  
h i s to ry ,  but  by devious means t h e  news percolated through t o  our Society ( ~ d .  note: 
The South :frican I h i s m a t i c  Society, Cape Town, South Africa) ,  and t h e  Council 
grac iously  agreed t o  hand them over t o  u s  - on condition t h a t  w e  promised they would not 
f i n d  t h e i r  w2y back t o  t h e  City c o f f e r s  v i a  t h e  parking meters!! 

Then t h e  hunt f o r  information was on! !'hen and where were these  tokens used? I'hy 
were they unknown t o  us?  Shere d i d  t h e  "City Catering Depa.rtmentt' need a s e r i e s  of 
sir, tokens, ranging from half-a-crown t o  a penny? Various vague suggestions seemed t o  
point  t o  t h e  F ie r  - long s ince  f a r  rmoved from t h e  sea by Cape Town's Foreshore 
reclamation scheme. Ikny of u s  remembered t h e  Pier ,  round which we had rowed and swum 
and f i shed  i n  t h e  days of long ago. And we remembered t h e  concerts  on t h e  Fier ,  t h e  
coloured l i g h t s ,  and t h e  res tauran t  t h e  City used t o  run on it. But when were t h e  tokens 
used the re?  

After much inquiry  I found o ld  Ivk. V. E. Robinson of Sea Point .  He remembered the  
P i e r  and he remembered t h e  tokens!! Back i n  about 1911 o r  1912, he t o l d  me, the re  was 



a shortage of change, and t h e  City Council had t h e  tokens s t ruck .  'tihen you went on t o  
t h e  P ie r ,  he sa id ,  you produced a 10  s h i l l i n g  o r  a pound note  and bought tokens from a 
cash ie r .  With them you paid f o r  your t e a  and scones, o r  your c i g a r e t t e s .  You used 
them a s  t i p s ,  and i f  t h e r e  were any over  you put them i n  your pocket and used them next  
time you took your g i r l  t o  see  t h e  moon r i s e  over Table B q .  He thought t h e  F ie r  had 
been b u i l t  about 1910, so it was s t i l l  a novelt,y and a g r e a t  a t t r a c t i o n  - a good place 
f o r  a Sunday afternoon out ing  i n  those  days of poor roads and l i t t l e  t r a n s p o r t .  He 
thought t h e s e  tokens had been used f o r  two o r  t h r e e  yea r s  - u n t i l  about t h e  s t a r t  of t h e  
Great ??Jar. 

This then seems t o  be t h e i r  s to ry .  But, it i s  s t range  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  even Lt.Co1. 
ICnobel, t h e  Token Icing, had never seen t h e  2/6d o r  2/-, and had been unable t o  e s t a b l i s h  
t h e i r  h i s to ry .  

The s e t  c o n s i s t s  of six pieces  i n  somewhat brassy  looking n ickel - l ike  metal .  Host 
a r e  r a t h e r  s ta ined .  A l l  bear on t h e  obverse, between two concentr ic  c i r c l e s  - t h e  ou te r  
dot ted ,  t h e  inne r  a continuous l i n e  - IITIIE C I T Y  OF CLLPETO!lN XI!. \ ? i th in  t h e  inne r  c i r c l e ,  
t h e  value. On t h e  reverse ,  between i d e n t i c a l  c i r c l e s ,  llC;TEZING DEPd~J?T14ZNT x", and again 
t h e  value wi th in  t h e  inne r  c i r c l e .  A l l  t h e  p ieces  have mi l l ed  edges and a r e  c i r c u l a r ,  
except t h e  penny, which i s  octagonal ,  and p l a i n  edged - t h e  o u t e r  do t t ed  l t c i r c l e l l  
above described a l s o  being octagonal  t o  conform with t h e  edge of t h e  piece.  

The va lues  a r e  a s  follows:- 

'12/611 : Circular  : 32  mm. Thickness 1.8 mm. 10.055 

112/-I' : Circular  : 29 mrn. 11 1.7 my. 7.985 

111/-11 : Circular  : 23.7-m. I I 1 . 5  mm. 4.525 

l'6dt1 : Circular  : 20 mm 11 1.3 mm. 2.975 

t13dtt : Circular  : 16.7 mm. 11 1 .7  mm. 2.040 

I I ~ ~ I I  : Octagonal : 29.4 nun. 11 1.3 mm. 8.330 

(NOTE): Some s h i l l i n g  and 6d p ieces  a r e  s t i l l  s v z i l a b l e  - a t  25 cen t s  each. A n y  p r o f i t s  
t o  t h e  Society.  Applications and remit tances should be s e n t  t o :  

South African !\Tumismaiic Society,  
c/o D r .  F. ic. FIi tchel l ,  Edi tor ,  
2.  0.  80x 1073, 
Cape Town, 
South Africa.  

Ed. Note: This a r t i c l e  i s  r e p r i n t e d  from t h e  South l l f r i can  h n i s m a t i c  S o c i e t y l s  
nNewsletterll, d ' L ~ ~ ~ ~ t  1962. With t h e  kind permission of  D r .  F. K .  Mi tchel l  

For t h e  f i r s t  time, i n  196.2, t h e  f ive-cent  co ins  of Canada were s t ruck  from n icke l  
bianks f ab r i ca ted  i n  Canada. 

The r a r e  Zanzibar r y a l ,  Y-5, had a t o t a l  mintage of 60,000, and i s  a 'lcreme-de-cremell 
co in  i n  any c o l l e c t o r ' s  c o l l e c t i o n .  

Coin c o l l e c t i o n s  a r e  sometimes put under the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  minia ture  works of a r t .  

ikney i s n ' t  everything. There a r e  s tocks ,  bonds, r e a l  e s t a t e ,  checks, c r e d i t  cards, 
charge-a-plates and l e t t e r s  of c red i t . '  

I n  t h e  B r i t i s h  Empire, coins of t h e  crown colonies,  such a s  Hong Kong and Cyprus, 
bear  t h e  crowned e f f igy .  Those of t h e  d o ~ i n i o n s ,  Canada and ?Lus t ra l i a ,  e t c .  bear  t h e  
uncrowned e f f i g y .  


