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Mrs. Ruth Blueller The Ontario Numismatic Association has been offered,  

239 Lancaster St .  W. and has accepted display space a t  t h e  forthcoming 

Kitchener, Ont. Canadian National m i b i t i o n .  This w i l l  be a great  
opportunity f o r  our organization t o  present t o  more Treasurer - 
people than ever before, t h e  growing i n t e r e s t  i n  Bruce H. Rasmam 

Box 33 numismatics. 

Waterloo, Ont. It i s  a great  honour t o  be asked t o  exhibi t  a 

' REGIONAL DRECTORS display a t  Canada's annual exhibit ion.  These exhibi ts  
w i l l  be viewed by thousands of v i s i t o r s  from a l l  pa r t s  

!lalter Griggs -- of t he  world. 

Western Ontario 
Rudy Sauro -- With t h i s  i n  mind, we w i l l  need an ample supply of 

. Central Ontario your c lub ' s  membership forms, together with any other 

Peter  DeGraaf -- per t inent  information such a s  t h e  time and place of 

Eastern Ontario monthly meetings, i n  order tha.t they can be d i s t r ibu ted  

Robert C. Willey -- da i ly  by e i t h e r  ONA executive members o r  personnel from 

Lakehead, Northern various ONA member clubs. 

Ontario It i s  our sincere hope t h a t  your club w i l l  

Historian: pa r t i c ipa t e  i n  t h i s  project  and any help o r  suggestions 
t o  make t h i s  a success w i l l  be g r ea t l y  appreciated. 

I.!:i l l iam Clarke 
Those wishing t o  en te r  t h e i r  d isplays  a t  t h e  

Publ ic i ty  Director: exhibit ion,  please contact t h e  OKl secre tary ,  s t a t i ng  

B i l l  English t h e  nature of t h e  display.  Securi ty w i l l  be provided 

Box 4 on a twenty-four hour bas i s .  

Waterloo, Ont . 
Again, we ask those of you who a r e  planning a day 

Speaker's Circui t  & a t  t h e  exhibit ion,  and would be wi l l ing  t o  spend a few 
Display Case Service: hours a t  t h e  ONA booth, t o  l e t  us  know a t  your e a r l i e s t  

" Frank Utt ley convenience. We need a l l  t he  help ava i lab le  so t h a t  t he  

35 Chestnut St. 
f a i t h f u l  few w i l l  not become overburdened. I f  you can 
he lp  i n  any way, please contact e i t h e r  of t h e  two 

. Kitchener, Ont. 
chairmen: Alex lbnroe, 3703 Kingston Rd.,  Scarborough, 

Ontario b i s m a t i s t  Ont.; or ,  John Regitko, Jr., 29 Spruce St . ,  Toronto 2, 

Ed i to r ,  Librarian & 
Auclio-Visual Service: Plans t o  adver t ise  t h e  Ontario numismatic clubs a r e  

P.Lrs. Claudia Pelkey a l ready under way, but i f  your club wishes t o  send along 
440 Fineland Ave. l i t e r a t u r e  t o  be given out t o  in te res ted  inquirers ,  please 
Oakville , Ont . see t h a t  it reaches t h e  ONA secretary  i n  ample time. 



A CLUB PROJECT 

Has your club made any plans t o  man t h e  ONA booth a t  t h e  CNE? This could be 
great  advertisement f o r  your club. A group of your members could t ake  turns  a t  the  
booth while the  others  enjoy t he  &. Here i s  a project  t h a t  w i l l  b r ing your club t o  
public a t tent ion.  So, enjoy a day a t  t he  Ex. and promote your club. 

ONA M3DALS 

Have you bought your ONA medals ye t ?  B i l l  E;nglish i s  s t i l l  waiting t o  hear 
from you. Don't put o f f  buying them much longer . . . . they can ' t  l a s t  forever1 

LIBRARY DONATIONS 

The ONA i s  pleased t o  announce a donation from J. l4acKay-Clernents of t he  
"Catalogue of t h e  lvbntague Guest Collection of Badges, Tokens and Passest1, by t h e  
Landon: Br i t i sh  i4useum. The co l lec t ion  of t r i f l e s  here catalogued i s  of unusual 
character ,  but  perhaps destined t o  increase i n  value as affording s ide- l ights  on 
various aspects of l i f e  mairily i n  t h e  l a s t  two centuries (preface). 

T E ~ ~ ~ S  FOR 1965 ONA AUCTION 

Those in te res ted  i n  submitting a b id  f o r  t he  1965 ONA Third Armual Convention 
auction, please do so before September 30, 1964. Place your b id  i n  a sealed en- 
velope, marked I'Auction Bidt1, and mai l  t o  t h e  ObTA secretary.  

COlWENTION HOSTS 

The ONA executive w i l l  en t e r t a in  appl icat ions  from Ontario clubs i n  consideration 
f o r  t he  1966 o r  1967 conventions. These appl icat ions  a r e  t o  be made i n  wri t ing with 
f u l l  data  on accomodation avai lable ,  loca le ,  e t c .  Direct a l l  appl icat ions  t o  t he  
ONA secretary .  

The design of t h e  Armorial Eearings of Canada, i n  use on t h e  Canadian f i f ty -  
cent piece since 1937, was re-designed by M r .  T. Shingles, Chief Engraver of t he  
Royal Canadian IEnt i n  1959. Tne o r ig ina l  design was made by Kruger Gray. 

The 1871 Prince Edward Is land cent i s  t h e  only coin of t h e  Heaton mint a t  
3im-ingham l i n t  without t h e  ' H 1 .  

The ONTARIO hUIvIISlbL4TIST i s  published monthly by t he  Ontario Numsimatic 
Association. The publication may be obtained with memberships of one of t h e  following 
catagories:  Adult -- $2 yearly;  junior - $1 year ly  (up t o  18 years  of age), 
husband and wife (one copy) -- $3 yearly;  club -- $10 yearly. 
Remittances (?lus bank exchange i f  paid by cheque) payable t o  t h e  Ontario Numismatic 
Association, Post Office Box 33, Waterloo, Ontario. 



196 5 CONVENTION PLANNED 

Executive members of t h e  ONA recent ly  met with those of t h e  London Numsimatic 
S=ciety,  London, Ontario, t o  s t a r t  t h e  wheels turning f o r  the  1965 ONA Third h n u a l  
Convention which the  London group w i l l  host  on April  30, b y  1 and 2, 1965, i n  t he  
Windjammer Room of t h e  Treasure Is land Centre, London. General Chairman w i l l  be 
William E. West, 166 Base Line Road West, London, Ontario; Donald Treasurer, 
J. Graham Esler ,  Secretary; Sam Snith, d isplay chairman, a s s i s t ed  Lorne Branton 
and W i l l i a m  T. Jensen; Alex Sweeton, t i cke t s ;  Lloyd T, Smith, adver t is ing and 
publ ic i ty .  

The cen t r a l  loca t ion  of London f o r  t h e  various Ontario clubs and c o l h t o r s  
should prove convenient f o r  attendance t o  t h e  convention. 

Applications published i n  t h e  July  i s sue  of t he  Ontario Numismatist have now 
been accepted. The following appl ica t ions  were received i n  July. If no wr i t t en  
objections a r e  received, t h e i r  acceptance w i l l  be acknowledged i n  t he  September 
i s sue  of t h e  Ontario Numismatist. 

411 !:j. E. Ibddleton, 390 Sunnyside Ave., Ottawa, Ont. 

430 birs. Kenneth M. Gaver, P. 0. Box 111, IvIontreal, Que. 

431 W i l l i a m  C. Hibbert, Sr.,  309 Harris  Ave., Croydon, Pa. 19021, U. S, A. 

432 H. Cecil  Rhodes, 54 Thorncliffe Park Drive, Toronto 17, Ont. 

433 Rona1d.H. H i l l ,  R, R. ;:4, Harriston, Ont. 

CIidNGXS OP ADDrnSS 

223 Allen E. Guay, 27 Fairview Cres., Trenton, Ont. 

Aug . 27-29 CANADIAN NUI~IISTtATIC ASSOCIATION Eleventh Amual Convention. hTova 
Scotian Hotel, Halifax, N. S. Chairman: A,  14. IhcDonald, Box 243, 
Armdele, Halifax, N. S. 

Sept. 26 LONDON NUMISIvUTIC SOCIETY Annual Banquet and Auction. Major Sheldon 
Carroll ,  Guest Speaker. 

Oct. 3 I<ITCHEI\ER C O I N  CLUB F i r s t  Exhibition and Dinner, Iona Hall,  St. Andrew's 
Presbyterian Church, Queen and Geber S t ree t s ,  Kitchener . John Craig, 
general chairman, 105 Lancaster S t .  E., Kitchener. 

Oct. 3 3 Y  of JIIVTE NL.14ISi~GTIC ASSOCIITION !mual Coin-a-rama . 
Oct. 17 TORONTO C O I N  CLUS F a l l  Rally. Royal York Hotel, Toronto. Host t o  t he  

Ontario Numismatic Association semi-annual meeting. 

Oct. 24 ST. CATMINES Annual Banquet, a t  t he  Queensway. Guest Speaker: J. D. 
Ferguson. One hundred l o t  auction.  

Oct. 24-25 BLUE !IATER In te rna t iona l  Coin Show, Keswick Terrace, Sarnia, Ont. 
Sponsored by t h e  Sarnia Numismatic Society and t h e  Fort Huron Coin Club. 
General Chairman: D. W. Park, 308 Savoy St . ,  Sarnia, Onta 



Oct . 31-IVov. 1 WINDSOR C O I N  CLUB EXHIBITION, Norton Palmer Hotel, lr~Iindsor, Ont . 
Sec. A. !da.tt, 1604 Goyeau St.,  Apt. 18, VJindsor, Ont. 

Nov. 1 5  HURON COUNTY N'UMISMATIC CLUB Annual Exhibition. 

CLUB FSE[IlS 

H!JR.ON COUNTY NUI~SI&UITIC C U B  announces t h a t  75 persons turned out  t o  hear 
ONA President, Rod Rekofski, with h i s  presentat ion of Crowns of t h e  S r i t i s h  Common- 
wealth. A b i t  of humour was added t o  t h e  meeting when a S a t  dropped i n  t o  see what 
numismatics was a l l  about. Membership i n  t h e  club i s  very c lose  t o  t he  100 mark; 
a new member, M r .  FJ. 5. Daer i s  k92. 

OAICVILLE C O I N  CLUB welcomed J .  E. Charlton t o  i t s  June meeting, who recal led  t he  
development of Canadian coins and tokens s ince  1858, noting t h e  d i s t i n c t  r i s e  i n  
p r ices .  I b s .  Winifred Mather i s  scheduled t o  t a l k  on I~iarriage Tokens a t  t h e  July 
meeting. 

iV0ODSTOCK COIN CLUB had a t r ad ing  sess ion a t  i t s  July meeting, specia l iz ing i n  
Lincoln cents . 

ST. CATHARINXS C O I N  CLUB sponsored a picnic a t  Lakeside Fark, Sunday, July  26. 
Everyone brought h i s  own baskets.  

HURONIA NU~JIISI~LATIC ASSOCIATION plans informal meetings f o r  the  summer months. 
A new column, commencing with t h e  July  i s sue  of the  Associat ion's  bu l l e t i n ,  w i l l  be 
known a s  l'Louls Views". Included i n  t h e  co lum a r e  some t imely t i p s  such as :  
I f  you have s t a r t ed  a co l lec t ion ,  o r  intend t o ,  concentrate on t he  key o r  scarce 
dates .  Each year you put off  purchasing t h a t  hard-to-get coin, the  value w i l l  
increase.  

SAI'J!IA NUI'JISi.L\TIC SOC1E;TV enjoyed "::hat 1 s I.$ CoinH a t  t h e i r  June meeting. 'Three 
panels took par t  with Dave Fr icc  ac t ing a s  moderator. Informal meetings a r e  planned 
f o r  the  summer months with t r ad ing  sessions.  A s  a pro,ject t o  commemorate the  50th 
Anniversary of the  City of Sarnia, the  club i s  developing plans f o r  t he  s t r i k ing  of 
a medal bearing t he  c i t y  c r e s t  on one s ide  and a club design on the  reverse.  

TORONTO C O I N  CLUB had a s  i t s  speakcr i n  June, i t s  own t reasure r ,  Alex i%nroe, who 
highlighted h i s  t a l k  ~ ~ i t h  s l i d e s  i l l u s t r a t i n g  h i s  beau t i f u l  Seafaring Collection. 
Plans a r e  well  under way f o r  t h e i r  F a l l  Rally, October 17th. 

0SHAi:Jk I.LND DISTRICT C O I N  CLUB. 30b Yritchard was the  speaker a t  t he  June meeting. 
H i s  t op ic  was BTblical Coins. Eob explained what the  coins were, where they came 
from, and who used them. This bias t he  f i n a l  meeting before summer holidays. 
September w i l l  be t h e  f i na l i z i ng  of t h e  l e t t e rhead  contes t .  

LONDON Ii'Ul-US!WTIC SOCIETY IS PLk'liWING A BANQUET FOR Saturday, September 26th. 
Categories f o r  competitive displays  w i l l  be: Canadian Decimal, Canadian Tokens, 
Faper Currency, B r i t i sh  Commonwealth, Foreign and ZJIiscellaneous. The theme f o r  t h i s  
year w i l l  be Banks and Banking. 

CH.iLT~IFLAIN C O I N  CLUB announced a change of meeting night .  Beginning with July, 
t h e  club w i l l  meet t h e  f i r s t  Thursday of each month. This club has come up with a 
unique stamp f o r  i t s  members. It i s  approxi.mately 2%" x 1 $ l f ,  f ea tur ing the  c lub ' s  
c r e s t .  The seal ,  fea tur ing t he  Champlain monument, i s  f o r  use on l e t t e r s  t o  publicize 
t h e  club. 



BAY of QUINTE NUI.IISI4ATIC ASSOCI1!TION featured ONA ~ u d i o / ~ i s u a l ,  Canadian S i lve r  
Dollars, a t  t he  June meeting. Editor, Cecil Paul, r e l a t e s  a r e a l  'Believe It O r  
b?otl: Sometime i n  Pky o r  June, someone s t o l e  a 1911 hal f -dol lar  from h i s  col lec t ion.  
On June 29th, h i s  mother was shopping and saw a hal f  do l l a r  i n  t h e  cas l i i e r l s  till 
t h a t  looked old. When she asked her  son i f  he could use it i n  h i s  col lec t ion,  he 
examined t h e  coin and found from the  d i f f e r en t  scratches t h a t  it was t he  same coin 
t h a t  had been s to len.  

AFRICA -- FiHY NOT? 

by Claudia Pelkey 

Have you become depressed with t he  r i s i n g  cost  of our Canadian coins? Does your 
Canadian s e t  s t i l l  have a l o t  of blank spaces, becoming increas ingly  hideous t o  you 
because you can ne i the r  a f fo rd  o r  f i nd  t h a t  spec ia l  piece? Then, why not  t u rn  t o  
s~meth ing  d i f f e r en t ?  Something exot ic  and d i f f e r en t  from what everyone e l s e  i s  
col lec t ing.  Look through your world coin books o r  your geographies and h i s t o r i e s .  
There i s  bound t o  be something the re  t o  catch your imagination. 

Have you t r i e d  Africa? A l o t  of people have coins from South Africa, but I 
mean Africa a s  a continent . . . t h e  fasc ina t ing ly  magnificent, the  a l l u r i ng ly  
mystic, t h e  incredible ,  legendary AFRICA. Here i s  a continent burs t ing  with new 
independence, ye t  steeped i n  t r ad i t i on .  There a r e  hundreds of ways t o  go about 
co l l ec t ing  coins from t h i s  inconceivably gigant ic  continent. There a r e  t he  dese r t  
countries;  coins with Arabic dates  and/or insc r ip t ions ;  t he  new countries a s  they 
gain  t h e i r  independence; countr ies  t h a t  a re ,  o r  once were possessions of England, 
France, Portugal, o r  Belgium, e t c .  

- - 
'iith i n t e r e s t  i n  fore ign coins on t he  r i s e ,  it i s  not such. an a.bsurd project .  

The more you consider t h i s  aspect ,  t h e  more ideas  you w i l l  conceive. 

In  t he  l a s t  year, qu i t e  b . ~  chance, I became in te res ted  i n  the  odd and curious 
means of exchange from t h i s  inc red ib le  land. ihJith f r i ends  and r e l a t i v e s  l i v ing  on 
t h e  contenent, I began t o  receive b i t s  and pieces of cur ios .  I began bringing home 
books from t h e  l i b r a r y  and the  project  became nore challenging. There i s  s o r t  of a 
poetic jus t i ce  when you compare t he  f r i c t i o n  on our continent over t he  black 
population, with t hc  reverse conditions of f r i c t i o n  over t he  whites i n  Africa. The 
d a i l y  newspapers keep these  unfortunate con f l i c t s  constantly i n  our headlines. 3ut ,  
i f  you delve a l i t t l e  deeper below the  surface of t h i s  seething,  bo i l ing  b i t t e rne s s ,  
t he r e  i s  a mystic influence t h a t  w i l l  l u r e  you t o  i t s  profoundest depths. You w i l l  
want t o  know and understand why only t h e  countries a t  the  very north and south ex- 
t r emi t i e s  were widely known. You w i l l  become int r igued with t h e i r  supers t i t ions  
and taboos; why c e r t a i n  elements and conditions s t r i k e  t e r r o r  t o  t h e  hear t s  of a 
whole t r i b e  and not  t o  another. You w i l l  want t o  know why c i v i l i z a t i o n  has not 
progressed i n  time with ours. And you w i l l  f i nd  i n  inconceivable t h a t  a l l  these  
th ings  s t i l l  ex i s t  i n  a g rea t  degree. 

Off and curious pieces can be co l lec ted  from jus t  one area  and t h i s  w i l l  give 
you a deeper and c l ea r e r  view of t h a t  sect ion and i t s  people. Jus t  a s  an example, 

I would l i k e  t o  explain some of these  pieces which I have col lec ted from East Africa, 
namely Kenya. This i s  t he  country where i n  t h e  19501s, Mau liau t e r ro r i z ed  t h e  
white s e t t l e r s .  It i s  a land s t i l l  steeped i n  supers t i t ion  and t r i b a l  t r ad i t i ons .  



The 'cowrie s h e l l '  money was used here a s  i n  so many o ther  par t s  of t he  world. 
It i s  a small yellowish-white sea s h e l l  (sypraea moneta), about one half  inch long. 
It was popular a s  a charm and as a currency. Despite t he  labour involved i n  boring, 
polishing, and threading them, t h e i r  value remained minute. Approximately 16,000 
equalled an English pound (amounts vary).  

Then there  i s  t h e  lcircumcision bead1 money, very colourful ,  but  with a shocking 
background. This i s  a s t r i n g  of beads with a small hippo tooth (ivory) sect ion 
at tached much i n  t he  same way a s  a coin would hang from t h e  middle of a chain o r  a 
necklace. These a r e  used by t h e  witch doctor t o  purchase a g i r l ' s  c l i t o r i s  a t  the  
l o c a l  KIKUYU circumcision ceremony. Every four  years an age group i s  circumcised; 
about 12 years old. The g i r l s ,  a f t e r  much ceremony, stand i n  an i cy  cold mountain 
stream f o r  four hours i n  t h e  night and a t  daybreak they a r e  ca r r ied  t o  an open s i t e  
i n  the  f o r e s t  where they a.re spread out on a l a rge  rock where the  operation i s  
performed. The water has acted a s  an anaesthetic and they f e e l  nothing. They must 
not wince o r  murmur during t h e  whole time. They then go i n to  hiding f o r  four months, 
u n t i l  f u l l y  recovered. The operation i s  i l l e g a l  but  commonplace, a s  t he  g i r l s  
command a higher b r ide  pr ice .  The witch doctor who does t h e  job, co l l ec t s  the  
resu l t ing  f l e sh  a s  a valuable ingredient ,  when dried,  i n  nature medicines. . The 
hor r ib le  par t  of it a l l  i s  t h a t  a g r e r t  many of these  young g i r l s  d i e  as the  r e s u l t  
of poison contracted from t h e  crude instruments ussd i n  t h e  operation, and lack of care. 

The 'br ide p r i ce f  pennies a r e  made of o s t r i ch  egg she l l s ,  ca re fu l ly  cut  o r  
scraped i n to  small c i r c l e s  and holed, f o r  s t r inging.  Many hours of tedious labour 
goes i n t o  t he  making of these  pennies. They must not be chipped o r  cracked t o  be of 
value. A wife could be bought f o r  75 goats o r  sheep, 100 camels and 400 pennies 
strung on a camel hide thong. 

The 'comb1 money i s  s t i l l  i n  current  use. It i s  carved from nat ive  wood, about 
four  inches wide and six t o  e igh t  inches long. It i s  worn by t h e  g i r l s  a t  t he  back 
of  t h e  head protruding up and above. One of these  combs w i l l  purchase 30 l b s .  of 
maize (corn) meal. 

'Ba l l1  money i s  a round stone about three  inches i n  d i a e t e r  and i s  used t o  
purchase a s p e l l  on an enemy. The stone, worn smooth by cons-tant rubbing i s  
presented t o  the  sorcerer jus t  p r i o r  t o  a thunder storm. The name and whereabouts 
of t he  enemy i s  revealed t o  t he  conjurer of ev i l .  Then a s  the  l ightning f l ashes  and 
t h e  thunder r o l l s ,  t h e  stone i s  held outstretched i n  t he  upturned palm; t he  name of 
t h e  enemy i s  repeated th ree  times . . . the  enemy dies .  Because supers t i t ion  i s  so 
prevalent i n  Africa, mental telepathy becomes a comqon factor .  

The 'hippo tooth1 w i l l  buy f i s h  hooks and l i n e  f o r  t he  Luo Tribesmen, a t  Kisumo, 
on Lake Victoria. These tee th  a r e  about an inch i n  diameter and e igh t  t o  t e n  inches 
long. This type of currency conjures up a l l  s o r t s  of inqu i r ies  2s t o  how the  nat ives  
obta in  them. Just  eve-ryone wouldn't take on t h e  job of pul l ing a hippo's  tooth.  

The spear1 money of Kenya w i l l  purchase about $5 .OO i n  merchandise. This spear 
d i f f e r s  from those of o ther  pa r t s  of Africa i n  t h a t  it i s  a l l  one piece. That is, 
there  i s  no separate metal t o  f a s t en  it t o  t he  shaf t .  They a r e  twel e t o  fourteen 
inches long, completely handtooled and razor-sharp. 

'Sal t  Basket' money (containing Indian Ocean s a l t )  i s  used a s  a general exchange 
medium by the  women of any t r i b e .  The basket i s  handmade from hand-twisted twine and 
dyed with l o c a l  dyes. The one I have i s  from the  ICikuyu Tribe (Zau 1 % ~ ) .  



The 'Karail ,  o r  cooking pot money i s  another i t e m  used by t h e  women fo r  
general  exchange. No matter  how many times it has been used t o  cook t h e  meals, it 
i s  s t i l l  exchangeable. 

The Masai short  'broad sword1 i s  used a s  a ba r t e r  f o r  c a t t l e .  This i s  a 
double-edged sword about twenty t o  twenty-two inches long, razor-sharp. It i s  made 
of nat ive  smelted i ron,  with goatskin handle and scabbard. It handles beau t i fu l ly  
i n  t he  hand and i s  s a i d  t o  be t he  i d e a l  th ing  t o  b ra in  one's husband with. 

Then there  i s  t h e  Suk Tribe 'head s too l1  t h a t  i s  used i n  t rade f o r  about any- 
thing.  These a re  used l i k e  a pillow f o r  t he  head o r  sea t .  They a r e  hand-carved 
from nat ive  wood with magnificent craftsmanship. 

Everyone has seen t h e  'arm bands' ( i n  ~ i c t u r e s )  worn by t he  African women . . . 
rows and rows of them, of ten covering t h e  en t i r e  length of the  arms. These, too, 
a r e  exchanged by the  wcmer? f o r  useful  merchandise. 

And so, you see tliat the re  i s  no end t o  t he  odd and curious items t h a t  a r e  used 
a s  a medium of exchange i n  Africa. I have only t o ld  you of some of t h e  pieces i n  
my collection.  Although these  a r e  not expensive pieces, they ARE conversation 
pieces. They a r e  items t h a t  w i l l  keep you haunting t h e  l i b r a r i e s  t o  unearth t h e  
reasons behind them. 

Once you ge t  s t a r t ed  on t h i s  s o r t  of a col lect ion,  you w i l l  f ind yourself 
involved i n  some extremely i n t e r e s t i ng  correspondence. Because customs vary so widely 
you w i l l  e n t a i l  some ra ther  i n t e r e s t i ng  anecdotes. I n  wri t ing t o  a Triend i n  Kenya, 
I asked i f  he would be so kind a s  t o  r e l z t e  some of t h e i r  odd and curious customs. 
To my del ight ,  I got a prompt and ra ther  lengthly  reply. A t  t h e  close of t he  l e t t e r ,  
however, he said tliat these  th ingswere  ne i ther  odd nor curious, but  years of 
t r a d i t i o n  and supers t i t ion.  But, lie continued, you there  i n  Canada have a custom 
t h a t  i s  both odd and extremely curious: You blow your nose on a piece of clean 
white cotton; very ca re fu l ly  f c ld  it up and then put it i n  your pocket. Then you 
car ry  it about with you a l l  day. To what purpose? 

This, then, i s  a f i e l d  of nm~ismatics waiting .to be explored and one t h a t  w i l l  
give you hours of pleasure. Thcre i s  a continent young i n  currency, but  abounding 
i n  the  odd and curious. 

Did you know t h a t  i n  1327, t he  royal  ed ic t  o f , a n  Eiglish king, Edward 111, 
posted on Silversinith 's  Hall i n  London . . . decreed t h a t  every piece of s i l v e r  and 
gold of qua l i ty  must bear t h e  mark of the  11211 where it was made. Each master 
craftsman worked with i n f i n i t e  care, so t h a t  he could be j u s t l y  proud of every item 
t h a t  ca r r ied  h i s  halhar lc .  For over six hundred years, the  liallmark has continued 
t o  be a mark of t h e  f i n e s t ,  a sjmbol known and t rus ted ,  a guide t o  qual i ty .  

Orders f o r  Canadian Froof-like s e t s  and s i l v e r  do l l a r s  were cut o f f  t h i s  year 
a t  t h e  unprecedented ea r ly  da te  of April 30. 

The Royal Canadian Mint, Ottawa, revealed 1,638,733 s e t s ,  and 1,199,654 individ- 
u a l  do l la r s  ordered i n  1964. 


