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COINS OF TIW, ltfil.l.l TESTMENT 

by Rev. J. F. Rowlands 

The shadows were lengthening  a s  I stood near  t h e  
Church of  S t .  Anne i n  Jerusalem and I-latched tl ie arcliaeo- 
l o g i s t  excavat ing t h e  a n c i e n t  Zoo1 of Bethesda 
( ~ o h n  5:l-9).  A t  t h e  bo.i;tom of t h e  p i t ,  columns and 
w a l l s  were be ing  discovered;  and fragments of o l d  p o t t e r y  , 
were being examined. One of t h e  excavators  handed me 
tigo o l d  co ins  t r l~ich he had found beneath ofie of t h e  
porches.  I t!~ankecl him, put  t h e  co ins  i n  my p o c k e h n d  
walked back t o  t h e  h o t e l .  

That w a s  Apr i l  17,  1933, and what t h o s e  t.wo coins  
d i d  f o r  me i s  t h e  s u b j e c t  of  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  

l!!HO 5ROPPED THESE COIJ\:S AT THE POOL OF BETHESDA? 

Beck i n  t h e  h o t e l ,  I began t o  handle and s tudy  t h e  
co ins  and, a s  I d i d  so,  I f e l t  a s  i f  I was be ing  drawn 
i r r e s i s t a b l y  back towards t h e  poeple who l i v e d  i n  BiSle - 
days. Kach co in  r e c i t e d  a s i l e n t  s o l i l o q u y  t o  my h e a r t !  
Here w a s  something r e a l .  Pjho dropped them a t  t h e  F o ~ l  
of  Bethesda? i'iere they  a thank-of f a r i n g  from someone li.lho 
had been hea led  through t h e  moving of t h e  waters?  

Day by day t h e  f a s c i n a t i o n  ;yew: The one co in  
was a bronze l e p t o n  (mi te )  of John H j ~ c a n u s ,  son of 
Simon Ciaccabaeus (135-104 3.  C. ) wi th  a Hebrew legend i n  
a l a u r e l  wreath on t h e  obvel-se; and a poppy-head between 
two c o r n ~ ~ c o p i a s  on t h e  r eve r se .  The o t h e r  a bronze 
l e p t o n  of Font ius  F i l a t e ,  Procura tor  under Tiber ius  wi th  
t h e  iugur  s wand ( l i t u u s  ) on t h e  obverse.  

I n  my hand I w a s  ho ld ing  a c o i n  of  t h e  I.hccal=aoan 
dynas ty  (2nd. century B. C .  ) ancl ano the r  si;x7uc!c. by t!le 
Roman Governor who i n  cowarclly weakness conclemnecl Jesus 
C h r i s t  t o  b e  c r u c i f i e d .  Piith a l i t t l e  imaginat ion t h e  
c u r t a i n  of  t h e  y e a r s  ivas drawn back and even t s  of long  
ago seened t o  cone back on s t a g e  aga in .  The tshought 
occured t o  me t l i a t  it n i g h t  be p o s s i b l e  t o  r e t e l l  t h e  
S t o r y  of  t h e  I\Tevr Testament i n  coinage! But where sl~oulc! 
I s t a r t ?  

COINS USED TO DISSEI.IIDXTE II\TF'OFi:Z,TION AND FROFAGAIVBA. 

I was soon t o  l e a r n  t h a t  co ins  c i r c u l a t i n g  i n  t h e  
f i r s t  cen tury  no t  on ly  served a.s a. medium of exchange, 
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b u t  a l s o  a s  a means of disseminat ing i n f o m a t i o n  and propaganda f o r  t h e  Einperor. Since 
t h e r e  were no newspapers i n  those  days, t h e  government placed much information on i t s  
noney. The coins  a l s o  y i e l d  va luable  information which proves t h e  h i s t o r i c i t y  of t h e  
Bible.  

:;,Jhile " the love  of money i s  t h e  roo t  of a l l  ev i l l1  ( 1  Tim. 6:10), t h e  stucly of money, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  money mentioned i n  t h e  New Testament, i s  r i c h  and rewarding. 

Let u s  open t h e  Bible a t  t h e  Gospel according t o  St .  Luke and make a start on our 
w e s t  of  t h e  coins  of t h e  New Testanlent. 

I1iLnd it came t o  pass  i n  those  days, t h a t  t h e r e  %lent o u t  a decree from Caesar 
Liv.gustus, t h 3 t  a l l  t h e  world should be taxed . . . and Joseph went up from Gal i lee  ... 
i n t o  Judaea . . . t o  be taxed . . . with  Piary . . . being g r e a t  wi th  c h i l d "  ( ~ u k e  2:l-5). 

This decrse  from t h e  f i r s t  Roman Enperor took Joseph and i.iary from Nazareth t o  
Bethlehem where t h e  Holy Baby, Jesus Chr is t ,  was born. 1 ' ~  S i l v e r  Denarius of Caesar 
i~ugustus  (29 3 .  C. - 1 4  A. D.) opens t h e  numismatic c o l l e c t i o n  reminding u s  of t h e  c i v i l  
p o l l  t a x  which had t o  be paid t o  t h e  Ror,~an &peror a f t e r  Judaea was annexed t o  becoine a 
3oman provinc e . 

"I~O+I when Jesus was born i n  Bethlehem of Judaen i n  t h e  days of Herod tile King, 
t h e r e  came wise men from t h e  e a s t  t o  Jerusaleln saying, "?mihere i s  He t h a t  i s  born Icing 
of  t h e  Jews? f o r  we have seen His S t a r  i n  t h e  e a s t  and a r e  come t o  worship H i m "  
( i h t t .  2:1, 2 ) .  

The r e a c t i o n  of Herod t h e  Great (vlho married t e n  wives i n  a l l )  and t h e  b r u t a l  
massacre of a l l  t h e  male ch i ld ren  i n  Bethlehem under t h e  age of two y e a r s  i s  well-knoxn. 
It f a l l s  ~eri thin t h e  context  of h i s  f i n a l m a d n e s s .  

The f i r s t  Herod's bronze money contained a n  unusual ly high content  of t i n  (10%). 
This l ends  colour t o  t h e  s tatement  of  Josephus t h e  h f s t o r i a n  t h a t  Herod I had coins  s t ruck  
from h i s  melted-do~ln Lmplernents and personal  belongings because of t h e  s c a r c i - t ~  of 
ready money. 

i~ bronze of Herod T (37-4 B. C . )  -- obverse: Tripod wi th  l ebes ;  reverse :  
'Il1yxia-Lerion between two palm branches . . . reminds us  of tile Idumean whose 1:elentless 
ambit ions and jealous c r u e l t i e s  earned him a place amongst t h e  worst  ' tyrants  of a l l  t ime. 

31e c h i l d  Jesus increased  i n  wisdoin and s t a t u r e ,  and i n  favour with God and m2n 
( ~ u k e  2:24) and about 18 yea r s  l a t e r  we llbehold t h e  Lamb of God which t a k e t h  away t h e  
s i n s  of t h e  world1' ( ~ o h n  1:29) being bapt i sed  by John i n  t h e  r i v e r  Jordan. The 
Sav iour ' s  b r i e f  publ ic  m i n i s t r y  oZ t h r e e  and a ha l f  years  followed. 

The Famous 3 i b l i c a l  Farthing colnes up f o r  d iscuss ion .  Sparrows were so cheap ! 
?tq~o f o r  a f a r t h i n g  (Natt .  10:29) and f i v e  f o r  t - ~ o  f a r t h i n g s  (Luke 12:6) .  -'m e x t r a  
sparrow when you buy two f a r t h i n g ' s  ~ h ~ o r t l ~ .  i'md t h z t  ex t ra ,  f r e e  sparrow I1shel l  not  fall 
on t h e  ground 12~ith.out your Fathert1 ( 1 h t t .  10:29). So g r e a t  i s  our Heavenly F a t h e r ' s  
l o v e  and care!  

'The ONTARIO filUl!iISi\li-LTIST i s  p ~ ~ b l i s h e d  monthly by t h e  Ontario lhmismatic - ' issociation, 
The pub l i ca t ion  may be obta.ined wi th  memberships of one of t h e  fol lowing ca tegor ies :  
i ~ d u l t  -- $2 yea r ly ;  Junior  -- $1 y e a r l y  (up t o  18 years  of age) ;  Husband and '(:rife (one 
copy) -- $3 y e a ~ l y ;  Club -- $10 yea r ly .  

Remittances (p lus  bank exchange i f  paid by cheque) payable t o  t h e  Ontario Nuqis- 
- r  L inat ic  i ~ s s o c i a t i o n ,  P. 0.  Box 33, ~ e r l o o ,  Ontario.  

Luthorized a s  second c l a s s  % a i l  by t h e  Post Off ice  Department, Ottawa, and f o r  
payment, of postage i n  cash. 



The llFarthingtl(llDupondius" f o r  f i v e  sparrows was worth twice a s  much a s  an "HS" f o r  
two sparrows) may possibly have been a bronze of Caesar iiugustus minted a t  lintioch fo r  
use i n  Rome's Asiat ic provinces. A Second Brass of in t ioch  i n  Seleucia F ie r ia  s t eps  
out of the  past and speaks t o  us  of Ch r i s t ' s  sparrow-farthing quer ies .  

TYE !'rIDOl;! S !JUTE 

The Yapfarer i n  t he  "Natal Daily News" wrote about t h i s  col lec t ion:  "If anyone had 
esked me of f  hand how many kinds of coins were mentioned i n  t he  Bible, I would h2ve 
answered t h e  j.Tidow1s i.Iite . . . Yes, the  i..rido~h~ls i"iite i s  one of t h e  be s t  known of 
a l l  New Testament coins! 

Jesus beheld H0I.i (not  how much!) t he  people cas t  money i n to  t he  t reasury  (~~Ia rk  
2 : ) .  The r i c h  ca s t  i n  much. The poor widow t h e w  i n  two mites!  Jesus commended 
her  f o r  her g rea t  generosity.  lll.ll they d id  cas t  i n  of t h e i r  abundance; but she of her 
want did cas t  i n  a l l  t h a t  she had" (Mark 12:44). 

The mite (o r  l ep ton)  was t h e  smallest  Greek bronze coin. The word was obviously 
used i n  t h e  2\Je1t~ Testament t o  describe the  sna l l e s t  coin known t o  the  Jews. It i s  reason- 
ably c e r t a i n  t o  assume t h a t  t h e  two mites used by the  widow would have been some of t he  
Jewish bronze pieces s t ruck by t he  High P r i e s t s  before 37 B. C , Greek, Syrian o r  Roman 
coins with heathen designs, such a s  human faxes o r  f igures ,  were forbidden. The money- 
changers s e t  up t h e i r  t ab l e s  nearby t o  change t he  lfheathenll money i n t o  acceptable Jewish 
coinage. Their charges were o f ten  exorbitant .  It w i l l  be remembered t h a t  our Lord 
overthrew the  t ab l e s  of these  money-changers (~vh t t .  21:12) when they trespassed i n to  t he  
Temple of God with t h e i r  sharp business p rac t i ces .  

To bring t he  t reasury scene vividly  before our eyes we have two Bronze leptons  of 
Alexander Jannaeus (106-76 B. C.). The obverse contains an anchor; an eight-spoked 
wheel a.ppears on t h e  reverse.  

SIiI.Ei TETRADFLLCI~~~ FOUND I N  FISH S >fOUTH 

The coin ( s t a t e r )  Peter  found i n  t h e  f i s h ' s  mouth would have been of t he  weight of 
a tetradrachm a s  it i s  mentioned t h a t  it was su f f i c i en t  v d u e  t o  pay t h e  tr ibu.te f o r  
two persons. There i s  every p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t he  a c tua l  coin found would have been a 
tetradrachm of e i t h e r  Antioch o r  '@re a s  these coins were struck i n  l a rge  numbers and 
c i rcu la ted  f ree ly .  The miracle-catch which provided the  double t a x  payment ( ~ ~ I a t t .  
1'7:24-27) i s  represented by a s i l v e r  tetradrachm of Augustus ;I. D. 5 ( h t i o c h  i n  Syria)  
t ~ i i h  a p o r t r a i t  of t he  %peror on the  obverse. On t he  reverse i s  t h e  Qche  of i'intioch, 
with t he  River Orontes a t  he r  f e e t .  

i..!hilst I was having " ~ r o m i s ~ ~  f i s h  f o r  brealcfast a.t a h o t e l  a t  Tiber ias  in Gali lee,  
t h e  wai ter  explained how e a s i l y  t he  coin could have been found i n  t h e  moutl~ of t h i s  
pa r t i cu l a r  f i sh .  There i s  a small pocket f o r  the  co l l ec t ion  of so l i d s  which a r e  normally 
emptied back i n t o  t he  sea. 

1:d'hen the  Bible mentions a c e r t a i n  f igwe the re  i s  a reason! The f a c t  t h a t  t he  
woman i n  Luke 1 5  had t en  pieces of s i l v e r  i s  s i gn i f i c an t .  She l o s t  one piece and turned 
the  whole house upside down u n t i l  she found it. Upon f inding it she ca l l ed  her f r i ends  
snd her  neiglibcurs t o  r e j o i ce  with her on her accomplishment. Once more she ha.d her t e n  
coins!  ?!ere they given t o  her  a t  a be t ro tha l  ceremony i n  t h e  presence 09 witnesses -- 
her f r i ends  and neighlmurs? I:,ihat.ever they were, they had an importance beyond t h a t  of 
ordinary coins ! You may read t h e  beau t i f u l  s to ry  i n  St .  LucIczl s Gospel, Chapter 15, 
verses  E! t o  10; and you may see a S i lve r  drachma of iLf,hens (5th Century B. C.  ) t o  he lp  
you v i sua l i s e  t he  maiden's di lema..  

On t he  road clorhin from Jerusalem t o  Jericho ( a  f a l l  of some 3,350 f . t . ) ,  a c e r t a i n  
man f e l l  among thieves and was l e f t  half-deal  by t he  wayside. He was eventually be- 
fr iended by the  Good Samaritan who bound up h i s  wouunds and brought him t o  an Inn. He 
l e f t  a deposit  of two pence with t he  Inn-keeper, promising t o  pay t h e  balance on h i s  



r e tu rn  journey. TWO s i l v e r  dena r i i  speak t o  us  of t h i s  kind-hearted t r a v e l l e r  who 
loved h i s  neighbour a s  himself. (Luke 10 : 25-37) 

Perhaps t he  most fanous of a l l  the  coins of the  New Testament i s  t he  one our Lord 
asked t o  see i n  Z~iatthevi 22:15-22, and known t o  u.s a s  t h e  Tiberiu-s Dena r i~s .  Tne 
denarius ( t ransla ted "penny1I i n  the  Bible) ,  was t he  coin from ~ ~ h i c h  t h e  modzm penny i s  
derived. Reference t o  it i s  s t i l l  retained i n  the  "Dl1 of t he  &. s .  d. symbols. 

The s i l v e r  coin which Jesus held i n  His hand while t he  Pharisees a t t e~r~pted  t o  catch 
H i n  i n  lYis words when they asked, "1s it lawful t o  pay t r i b u t e  unto Caesar o r  not?" 
(ibfatt. 22:15-22) showed t h e  p o r t r a i t  of Tiberius Caesar on t h e  obverse. i n  insc r ip t ion  
encirc l ing h i s  head read, "Tiberius Caesar, Son of: the  Divine hgus tu s " .  On the  reverse 
i s  Livia, Iv1other of Tiberius, i n  t he  ro l e  of Pax holding a branch and a sceptre.  
lllAlose image and superscription i s  t h i s ? "  Jesus asked. They rep l ied  "Caesar s" . n e y  
were a.t a l o s s  t o  know wh2.t t o  do when Jesus replied,  "Render the re fore  unto Caes3.r the  
th ings  which a r e  Caesar I s ;  and unto God t e th ings  t h a t  a r e  God' sI1 (2~kt-L. 22: 21). This 
Tiberius Denarius i s  of a l l  B ib l ica l  coins t he  one most cherished by co l lec to rs ,  It 
may be seen i n  t h i s  co l lec t ion  with I1iother Livia on the  reverse.  I s  t h i s  f i l i a l  
g ra t i tude  f o r  what she did (?) t o  nake sure he inher i ted the  Imperial Throne? Tiberiu-s, 
son of L i -~ i a ,  was a stepson of ;iugustus. 

-.mother Roinan si lvel-  Denarius i l l u s t r a t e s  a day's  idage f o r  a labourer. "He agreed 
with t he  labourers f o r  a penny a dayrt (Ikiz-tt.  20:2). l l ; l  penny a dayf1 was a f a i r  and 
agreed day 's  wage and a normal day ' s  pay f o r  a Roman so ld ie r .  This gives some idea bg 
coxparison of t h e  currency value of t he  denarius. 

FOUR RO'~L'LN ELPEROfiS N.,U?XD I N  TW BIBLE 

Four Roman 3,iperors a r e  caned i n  the  Bible and -their  four coins are :  CXC31'3 
ilUWSTLiS: "~'mcl the re  went out  a decree from Caesar imgustus, t h a t  a l l  t he  world should 
be taxed" ( ~ u k e  2 : l ) .  TIBERIUS CAESX: "In t he  f i f t e en th  year of t h e  re ign  of Tiberius 
Caesar . . . t he  !.!ord of God cone ucto John . . . i n  t he  wildesness" (Luke 3 :1, 2) .  
CL>:UDIUS: "Claudius had commanded a l l  Jews t o  depart from Rorne" ( i c t s  18:2). EZLO: 
"Tlien said Paul ... I appeal unto Caesar. Then Festus answered ... unto Caesar sha l t  
thou go" ( i ~ c t s  25:10-12). 

There i s  no doubt t h a t  t h e  I f th i r ty  pieces of si lverl1 paid t o  Judas I s ca r io t  f o r  h i s  
S=t raya l  of Jesus were ac tua l  coins. The most l i lc-el j  i s  the  Shelcel of Pyre, minted by 
au thor i ty  of .ht iochus of Syria. The coin i s  t h e  s i l v e r  tetradrachm of Tyre with the  
laureated head of the  Fhoenicizn God iielkarth on t h e  obverse. An eagle standiag on a 
rudder i s  on t h e  reverse. palm-branch appears i n  the  background. The legend i n  Greek 
reads,  "Tyre, the  holy end inviolable" .  "This coin," sags the  Daily News columnist, 
"had a compelling i f  somewhat loathsome f a s c i n a t i o i ~ ~ ~ .  No wonder! Thirtjr of these was 
t h e  p r ice  paid f o r  t he  betrayd of t h e  Son of God! Some people bet ray Him for  s t i l l  l e s s  
today ! ! 

The lepton (or  mite)  of Fontius P i l a t e  p ic tures  2. sslgn which played a l a rge  par t  
i n  t he  l i f e  of t h i s  vac i l l a t i ng  Procurator. Before he became Governor of Judaea, P i l a t e  
was an augur, and h i s  wand ( l i t u u s )  appears on h i s  lepton. 

The bronze lepton of Fontius T i l a t e  on display was minted a t  Caesarea on t he  
Xediterranean Coast i n  the  year  of Chr i s t l s  t r i a l  and crucifixion.  On the  obverse i s  t he  
augur 's  wand encircled by t he  name of Tiberius. The date  appears wi thin  a wreath on the  
reverse.  



Herod i g r i p p a  I became known a s  .,grippa t h e  Great. He ru led  over t h e  r eun i t ed  
donain of h i s  grandfather ,  Herocl tine Great, from 41 - 44 A. D. Ye persecuted t h e  
Ckr i s t i ans  and, seeing what p leasure  hs  gave t h e  Jzws by k i l l i n g  Janes with -Line sword, 
he  imprisoned Feter  ( b c t s  12:l-3).  He .:.ias cf ireful  -to use  acceptable  Jewish s~rmbols on 
h i s  Judaean coins,  but  during t h e  cours;? of h i s  undist inguished caree- he blundered i n t o  
mayy d i f f i c i l l t i e s .  The bronzes of Herod .'&grippa I have t h e  o r i e n t a l  :8ymbol of power, 
a n  umbrella, on t h e  obverse i;lith t h ?  Greek i n s c r i p t i o n  "Ki.ng -'Lgrippan. 011 t h e  raverse  
a r e  t h e  d a t e  and t h r e e  e a r s  of bar ley .  

;.ntonius F e l i x  (a Greek freedman) w a s  nmed F'rocurator of Judaea i n  :I. 3. 52 and 
served under both Claudius and Nero. He caused t h e  :_pestle F a d  t o  be imprisoned f o r  
I ~ w o  yea r s  2 t  Caesarea. To remind u s  of t h i s  unscrupulous Cavernor who, through pro- 
c r a s t i n a t i o n ,  allowed convict ion of s i n  t o  fade (iccts 24.:21c-27), we have two small 
bronzed of imtonius F e l i x  with palm-branch, d a t e  (58-59) and i n s c r i p t i o n  "LE K X C  -.-POCH 
on t h e  obverse; and ll!TdiiGH wi th in  an ol ive-~e~reath on t h e  rcverse .  

Re prophecy of our Lord t h a t  Jerusalem ~ i o u l d  be destroyed (Matt. 24:2, LL&~ 21:2&) 
tias l i t e r a l l y  f u l f i l l e d  when T i t u s ,  son of  Vesprsian, completed t h e  subjugation.of 
Judaes i n  J'L. D. 70. 1; bronze As of T i tus  w i l l  .take our thoughts  back t o  ~rtighty Rome's 
"g lor ious  c a p t u ~ a l '  of t i n y  Judaea! 

Slaves were forced t o  become doomed g l a d i a t o r s  and h e l p l e s s  q u a r r i e s  f o r  wi ld  b e a s t s  
a t  Caesarea F h i l i p p i  a s  Ti tus  ce lebra ted  h i s  v i c t o r y  over  t h e  f i rs t  Jewish F~e-rolt 
(AI D. 66-70). To i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  Revolt we have -=, small bronze of  Judaea s!loning a d i o t a  
(wine j a r )  on t h e  obverse and a v ine  I c a z  on t h e  reve17se. iL second Jewish Revolt began 
62 yea r s  l a t e r  i n  D 2  A. D. a g a i n s t  Enperor Haclriaii ancl l a s t e d  u n t i l  l-35. Simon 
Bar-Cochba was t h e  l e a d e r .  The Jews were f i n a l l y  subdued i n  t e r r i b l e  s l augh te r  a-t t h e  
F o r t r e s s  of Bethar. During t h i s  s t r u g g l e  f o r  l i b e r a t i o n  seve ra l  s i l v e r  and copper coins 
were minted. !;Je have an  overs t ruck  copper coin.  Thz obverse bea r s  a v ine  l e a f  and t h e  
i n s c r i p t i o n  "Deliverance of Jerusalern1I. On t h e  r eve r se  a r e  a palm t r e e  and Simon's name. 

To ce leb ra te  Rome's sub.jugation of Judaea, s p e c i a l  "Judaea Capta" Victory coins 
were s t r u c k  t o  remind t h e  Jews of t h e i r  de fea t  ancl h u n i l i a t i o n .  1; bronze As of Vespasian 
s t r u c k  i n  iL. 9. 71 shows t h e  proud h p e r o r  on t h e  obverse and a weeping Jewess sea ted  
16~itli bo+<ecl head beneath a palm t r e e  on t h e  reverse .  The capJiion reads  "JUDJ~S:'L Ck?%~'r". 
m e  prophet I s a i a h  f o r e t o l d  t h i s  i n  I s a i a h  3:25, 26. It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  note  t h a t  
when I s r a e l  became a Nation egnin i n  1948 an  o f f i c i z l  3edal  of Libera t ion  was strv.cl< 
dep ic t ing  t h i s  a c t u a l  co in  on t h e  reverse ;  on t h e  obverse a joyous mother i n  I s r a e l  
s tends  holding up h e r  ch i ld  t o  Heaven. 

'Il~e t.hree pioneer cen t re s  of  e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n i t y  -- L'Lntiocl~, Corinth and Ephesus -- 
a r e  represented. r e spec t ive ly  by a Syrian bronze 03 - '~nt ioch ( ~ u g u s t u s ) ;  a Grecian broiize 
of Corinth (llero); and a fa?zous I1Bee Coin" of Zphesus minted 300 B. C .  

SEWN CHUECHZS OF THL ,',i-GC.'.LYi:SL 

Tne Seven Churches of t h e  ,;pocalypse r?zentioned i n  t h e  LXevelation a r e  made t o  open 
t h e i r  doors again  t o  our imaginat ions a s  we see  the  Ionian "Bee and Stag" bronze (300 
B. C. ) of Ephesus (ilev. 2:l-7) ; another  I o n i a i ~  bronze 02 S!-ERX'L s t ruck  i n  t h e  2nd. 
Cent. 3. C. wi th  Homer see ted  ( ~ e v .  2:G-ll); a bronze of FE!iG1_J>IOS (1.1~si.a) with t h e  hzad 
o f  Lt!lena, 2nd. Cent. 9. C. ( ~ e v .  2:12-17); a 2nd. Cent. B. C, co in  of T K Y ~ L T I R ~ ~  ( ~ ~ d i a )  
n i t h  a clouble axc; on t h e  r eve r se  (?lev. 2:18-29); a Lydian Bronze of SiaDIS, (2nd. Celit. 
B. C. ) with  a wreathed Lpollo ( ~ e v .  3 :1-6) ; another  Lyciian Bronze 03 FHIL;LDEWHIi; 
( ~ a l i ~ u l a r )  (37-4.1 i.. D. ) with  Capricorn on legend ( ~ e v .  3 : 7-l3 ) ; and f i n a l l y )  a Rlrygian 
Bronze of LAODICEi, (2nd. Cent. B. C.) wi th  cornucopiae on t h e  r eve r se  ( ~ e v .  3:1&-22). 



Bronze F o l l i s  of Dioc le t i an  (A. D. 284-305) s t r u c k  i n  Londinium  ondo don) 1~11en 
Br i t ann ia  was s t i l l  a Roman Frovince r e c o l l e c t s  t h e  i n i q u i t i e s  of t h i s  extreme persecutor  
o f  t h e  e s r l y  Chr is t ians .  The f i r s t  %man Einperor t o  become a Chr is t ian ,  Constantine 
(A. D. 306-337 i s  a l s o  represented  by a bronze f o l l i s  showing him a s  a young pr ince  
be fo re  he ascended t h e  thrcne .  S ign i f i can t  of t h e  honour i n  which t h i s  h p e r o r  held h i s  
mother, Helena (who hacl much t o  do with h i s  dec i s ion  t o  become a ~ h r i s t i a n ) ,  %7as t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  he had h e r  p o r t r a i t  placed upon a m a l l  bronze coin  w i t h  very w i c k  c i r c d a t i o n .  
The small  Bronze of Helena s t r u c k  between A. D. 335 and 337 shows h e r  on t h e  obverse. 
The f i g u r e  on t h e  reverse  i s  t h a t  of  Fax holding an  o l i v e  branch and a scept re .  

The 3 a t t l e  of I~Ii lvian 3rid:;e (I;. D. 312) i n  which Constantine defea ted  Naxentius 
(306-312 A. D . )  seems t o  be refought  a s  we see two Bronze F o l l i s  of Naxentiu.~.  Ju l ian  
t h e  ' 4 i p ~ ~ t a t , e  (A. D. 361-363), t h e  g r e a t  enemy of Chr i s t i an i ty ,  d i ed  upon t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  
shaking h i s  f i s t  towards Heaven, c ry ing  ll,''fid y e t  Thou has t  conquered, Thou Galilean". 
One ~:,ionc~ers whether t h i s  small bronze of J u l i a n  I1 ( ~ l a v i u s  Clauclius ~ u l i a ~ l u s )  was ever  
he ld  i n  t h a t  same hand ! 

Constantine t h e  Great adopted a Greek I'hnogram of Chr is t  a s  a n  i n s i g n i a  f o r  Roman 
coins  and f o r  rail-itnry and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  s tandards.  It i s  known t o  u s  a s  t h e  Labam1 
and bas t h e  f i r s t  t~ f io  l e t t e r s  of  t h e  Greek word f o r  Chr i s t  superimposed upoil each otller 
(chi-2110 between Alpha and 0!2ega). ;. small  bronze of Constans (337-350 L. 2 . )  holding 
a labarum and a Centenional is  of  lhgnentus (350-353 A. D. ) i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s  f i r s t  
Chr i s t i an  s;gr!bol. 

Four copp.zr coins of t h e  w z a n t i n e  Empire shoi: e a r l y  b u s t s  of Chr is t .  John I 
(969-976 1;. D. 3 i4ichael I V  (A. D. 1034-1041); Constantine Lt (A. D. 104.2-1055); and 
Constantine X (iL. D. 1059-1067). 

. - 
-L i o r t r a i t  Gallery of t h e  'I'v~elve Roman Ehperors of t h e  blew Testament period 

!2? B. C. - 92 i. D.) b r i n g s  t o  an  end our Ccine of t h e  New Testament. What a s to ry  
t h e s e  "svielve coins  could t e l l  i f  t hey  only had l i p s  t.h-?-t could speak! 

. !.le - see ;iugustus (29 B. C .  - 1L 1;. D.); Tiberius (14-37 Do); (37-h1 " *  D.) 
I D.) ;  Otho (69 1;. D.); Claudi~ls  (L1-54 L. D. ); JJero (54-68 A. Do ); Galba (68-69 d l -  

V i t e l l i u s  (63 iL. D m  ); Vespasian (69-79 I'L. D. ); Titus  (79-81 A* D* ); Domitian (81-69 
L. D. ); and Nerva (96-98 A. '- ). 

Stepping back from t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  f o r  a monent, we a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  ask  a few 
ques t ions  about these  coins .  !tho handled them? Did any of these  coins  pass through t h e  
hands of Levi, t h e  tax-gatherer? o r  Zacchaeus, t h e  publican? I'ias one of them used by 
Nj-coden.us when he bought a hundrec! pound weight of inyrrh and a l o e s  f o r  Jesus '  b u r i a l ?  - - 
ilas t h e  s i l v e r  tetradrachm one of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t h i r t j r  p ieces  of s i l v e r  which Judas 
accepted f o r  t h e  b e t r a y a l  of Jesus Chr i s t ?  iYas tliis ~ i b e r i u s  clenarius once i n  t h e  hands 
of t h e  Son of God? Yas t h i s  t h e  s i l v e r  t e t r a d r a c h z  of h t i o c h  which Pe te r  took ou t  of 
f i s h ' s  mouth a t  Gal i lee?  >!as t h i s  l e p t o n  once i n  t h e  hands which were washed i n  a bas in  
on t h e  Judgement Seat  i n  Jerusa len?  Did any of t h e  seven coins  from t h e  C h ~ ~ r c h e s  i n  Asia 
pass  through t h e  hands of  t h e  Apostle Faul? Did one of t h e  Roman h p e r o r s  handle one 
of t h e s e  coins  and smile p r o u d l y t o  see  h i s  own image and super sc r ip t ion?  

lye s h a l l  never know -- but  it may w e l l  be so! For here we hsve examples of one of 
t h e  fell genuine contemporary B i b l i c a l  o b j e c t s  i n  t h e  l f ~ o r l d  -- t h e  coins  of t h e  Nevi 
Testament. 

E d i t o r ' s  Rote: This study i n  B i b l i c a l  numisma.tics by Pas tor  J. F. Rowlands of t h e  
fiepublic of South , 'Lfrica lias been k ind ly  loaned t o  t h e  0 .  N. A.  i'lnyone having a l l  o r  
p a r t  of t h e  coins included i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  would you p lease  mai l  a l i s t i n g  t o  your - - 
e d i t o r .  i:e would l i k e  t o  photograph t h e s e  coins  and w i l l  make s u i t a b l e  arrangements. 



The f o l l o ~ ~ i n g  appl ica t ions  f o r  nernbership.have been received. If no w r i t t e n  
object.ions a r e  received, t h e i r  acceptance w i l l  be acknowledged i n  t h e  November i s sue  
of t h c  Ontario I\hismtist. 

499. S ~ z ~ u e l  Szles,  433 J e r v i s  St . ,  Toronto 5, Ont. 

500. John English, 71  Colwnbia St. ,  Pbtcrloo,  Ont. 
- - 

501. D r .  Frederick if. :Jlinller, 483 Summerhill .'Lve., Toronto 5, Ont . 
502. Douglas F. Ingle,  155 Sunfield Road, Downsview, Ont. 

503. Xichael Dianlonci, 1307 M i l  son iLve. , I '~pt .  511, Downsview, Gnt . 
50.4. Horst h h l m e i e r ,  1 5  2,b.nsion S t . ,  I~i tcl iener,  Gnt . 
505. Ed. Sush, 103 Sharon Ave., I~mli l ton ,  ant. 
506. Robert A. I-Iom~ood, 10 Sabrina D r .  , !f,i'eoton, Ont . 

- - 
95. Howard G. lvlurrajr, 63 Easson St . ,  S t ra t fo rd ,  Ont. 

358. Y.'illia% J. h t z ,  125 Craig D r . ,  Kitchener, Ont. 

TI% OUT. 310  IXJifIS~.r',TIC L;SSOCI-~TION i s  accepting auct ion b ids  

f o r  t h e  Fourth i m u a l  Convention t o  be held i n  Iiindsor, 3n ta r io  

CU,'AY i'iUDITORIUl4 3: April  29, 30, i h y  1, 1966 

( l o c a l  auct ion l i cence  required - f e e  $50.00) 

Lddress Bids: 

i.iUC T I O N  TENDE2, 
c/o Nrs. 2. IvIueller, 
239 Lsncaster S t r e e t  !,Test, 
Kitchener, Ontayio. 

Closing d a t e  f o r  w r i t t e n  Tcndcrs -- Xovmbcr 7, 1965. 

CLUB IW.:S 

FII'i141LTON COIN CLUB w i l l  resume regular  nonthly meetings a f t e r  t h e  summcr holidays a t  
a rlow loca t ion  . . . Tne King Cole Fiom, i.rentworth i m s  Hotel, 8 p. m. 

IT\iGmSGLL C O I N  CLUB featured th ree  0. K. i;. ~Ludio-iTisual s e t s  by Devld i she:  I1!.!orlc! 
Famous Ordersn; I1Lundy Island" and   eddy stone PJorm~n Barnes was p r o j e c t i o n i s t  
and coxnentator and displayed English pennies rklith t h e  Ecldystone Lighthouse i n  t h e  
background. 

BR;LNTFO~ZD C O I N  CLUB celebrated t h e i r  5 t l i  b i r thday i n  June wi-tli  t h e  presenta t ion of a 
b e a u t i f u l l y  decorated cake, clonatecl by Harolcl Cur t i s  an o r i g i n a l  mzmber of t h e  club. The 

bl-lane f o r  t h i s  meeting was Foreign coins w i t 1 1  each exhibi tor  explaining h i s  d isplay .  



ST. THOELS C O I N  CLUB kad a spec ia l  showing of s l i de s  a t  t h e i r  September meeting: p ic tures  
tzlten dur ins  t h e i r  2nd. h n u a l  Banquet by Lesl ie  i/IcGregor, and p ic tu res  taken by Paul 
ivicltson during h i s  t r i p  t o  the  Sudbury -nJumimatic Tark. 

OiXVILLE C O I N  CLIJB helcl no monthly meeting during August, but  was we l l  represented a t  
t h e  C.  N. i. convention i n  I'ionlreal. Ed Schroedcr, founder 2nd 1st. president  of 0. 
C. C . ,  received a s i l v e r  nleclal f o r  exhibit ing h i s  Swiss Shooting Medals, and Donald 
Fl ick ,  immediate pas t  President ,  tJon "Best of Showt1 f o r  the  second year i n  a row and 
a l s o  f i r s t  p r ize  i n  t he  Specizl  iEscellaneous category. 

LOh'DOM h!Ji~ESi.~iTIC SCCIETY had 49 mernbers and. guests  out  t o  t h e i r  ;iugust meeting. The 
Ontario Rumismatic L~ssociai;lon presented 3, s e t  of bronze and. s i l v e r  nledals t o  L. K. S. 
of  t he  1965 0. I(. i. Convention held i n  London and hosted by t h i s  society.  Graham 
Esler ,  curs tor ,  accepted t he  medals. Several t i n e l y  t a l k s  were given i n  preparation 
f o r  t h e  coming banquet. Fercy Elgie  gave ideas  on preparing disp12ys; Howard t ih i t f i e ld  
spoke on displey categories;  and L. T. Snith ta lked on s e t t i n g  up competitive displays 
and judging competitive displays .  

Si'JtNI,', !JUI'iiBL;i'IC SOCIETY appointed th rce  d i r ec to r s  a t  t h e i r  June meeting f o r  t he  Blue 
Watsr In ternat ional  Coin Show: Jih I~bore,  e lec ted f o r  3 years; Fred Ilurley, 2 years; 
and Fred Robertson, 1 yeer. Directors from t h e  Port Huron Club a r e  Don 31cICelveg, ST.; 
Don 14cKelvey, Jr.; and Sea Zachariah. S. N. S. has 1-csumed meetings f o r  t he  f a l l .  

ST. CATR21hm C O I N  CLUS have decided t o  cancel t h e i r  2mn~1al Ba~que t  t h i s  year. 
Congratulations a r e  extended t o  one of t he  c lub ' s  most a c t i ve  members, Victor Snel l ,  
on h i s  e led t ion  t o  1st. Vice-president t o  the  Canadian Nmismntic Lissociat ion f o r  
1966-67. 

October 9 I(ings.ton Koin Illub ,'allual F a l l  Show and .'Luction, Comnoclore h t o r  
Hotel, 840 Princess S t ree t ,  Kingston, Gnt. 

October 12 Ingerso l l  Coin Club Open House, I n ~ e r s o l l  Memorial Centre. Guest 
speaker: Lloyd T. Smith, president  of the  0. N. A. 

October 16 3ay of Quint  e $Tumisnnt i c  As sc c i a t i on  3 rd . iinnual Co in-ii-Rama , 
Kiwanis Centre, 118 Dundas S t r ee t  East, Be l lev i l l e ,  @nt . 

October 1 7  Brantford Coin Club ;Lnnual aano,v.et and Exhibition. Tickets a r e  
$2.50 each up t o  and including October 10. dl t i c k e t s  p~~rchased  
a f t e r  t h i s  date  a t f i l l  be $3.00. 

October 23, 24 Blue taia.ter In te rna t iona l  Coin Shov~, ICeswick Terrace, Sarnia, Ont. 

November 14 Iiuron County Coin Club Show, Elm Haven inlotel, Clinton, Ont . 
. ' ~pr i l  29, 30, I~hy 1 ONTLXIO iWi4IS;L;TIC ASSOCI.'LTION 4th  Annual Convention, Clesry 

:Luditorium, I;iindsoy, Ontario. General Chairman : Paul Landry, 
14200 St .  Ehrys S t r ee t ,  Detroit  27, I'lichigan, U. S. :L. 

Bourse Chairman: Gordon Pomeroy, 264 ICennedy R., biindsor, Ont. 

Bermuda crown commemorates t he  350th ann ive r s aq  of i t s  fou.nding a s  a Br i t i sh  colony. 
The reverse depic ts  the  romantic h i s t o ry  of t h e  Bermudas. I n  the  immediate centre  i s  
t h e  island-chain while above and below it a r e  two s a i l i n g  ships .  Above i s  S i r  George 
Somersl sh ip  b~hich was shipwrecked t he r e  i s  1609. The i s l ands  were f i r s t  named Somer 
Is lands  i n  h i s  name. it the  bottom i s  a facs imile  of the  Bermuda F i t t e d  Dinghy which i s  
known t h e  world over f o r  i t s  racing a b i l i t y .  



COESTITUTION and BY-Lr;T!S 

iZTICIE V I I  - Officers - Elect ion 

Ssction 1 - i q r  Life  o r  &gular Biember who has been i n  goocl stailding f o r  two years o r  
longer s h a l l  be e l i g i b l e  t o  hold o f f i c e  i n  t he  ;.ssociation. 

Section 2 - I\To member s h a l l  be e l i g i b l e  f o r  o f f i c e  of Eresident u n t i l  he has servod a 
f u l l  two-year t e r n  a s  an e lected o f f i c e r .  

Section 3 - No member s h e l l  be e l i g i b l e  t o  hold o f f i c e  on t h e  executive v~ho i s  a lnemSer 
of t he  executive of a na t iona l  o r  another provincia l  numismatic associa t ion.  

Section 4 - Elections s h a l l  be held every two years and s h a l l  take place p r i o r  t o  t he  
innual  General 14e e t ing . 

Section 5 - In  an e lec t ion  year, t h e  ?resiclent s h a l l  make a c a l l  f o r  nominations of 
elected o f f i c e r s  s i x  montlls p r i o r  t o  the  opening of the  ~Ynnual General 
Meeting i n  the  O f f i c i a l  Fublicat ion and a t  t he  s a l e  time s h a l l  appoint an 
Election Committee, consis t ing of a chairman and two members. 

Section 6 - A 1 1  nominations s h a l l  be made i n  writ ing,  signed by two members i n  good 
standing and sent  t o  t h e  Chairman of t he  Elect ion Co~nmittee. xaclri ' 

nomination s h a l l  be acconpanied by a wr i t t en  acceptance from t h e  nomince o r  
a declara t ion signed by t he  nominators s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  nominee hes 
expressed wil l ingness t o  serve i f  e lec ted.  

Section '7 - iqominations s h a l l  c lose  Tour months p r i o r  t o  tlne opening of t h e  Annual 
General Meeting. 

SectLon 8 - The Chairman of the  ELection Coj.nittee s h a l l  cause t h e  names of t h e  nominees 
t o  be published th ree  lilonths p r i o r  t o  t he  opening of t he  Annual Gzneral 
Neeting i n  t h e  O f f i c i a l  Publication. 

Sec.tion 9 - The Secretary s h a l l  cause t h e  names of a l l  nominees t o  be pr in ted on the  
o f f i c i a l  b a l l o t s  and s h a l l  mail  one o f f i c i a l  b a l l o t  t o  each member i n  good 
standing 60 days p r i o r  t o  t he  opening of t h e  Annual General ?.leeting, together  
with an envelope marked "Off ic ia l  Ballot1t.  and an envelope acidressed t o  the  
Chairman of t he  Election Committee. 

Section 10- The unopened envelopes, containj-ng the  marked ballo ' ts ,  sha.11 be taken by t h e  
Chairman of the  Elect ion Committee t o  t he  i'lnnual Convention where they s h a l l  
be opened on t h e  f i r s t  day of t he  Convention, by t he  Chairman i n  t h e  presence 
of a t  l e a s t  one o ther  member of t h e  Connittee and the  b a l l o t s  couilted. I n  
t he  event of a t i e ,  t h e  mat ter  s h a l l  be reported t o  t he  President ,  who 
s h a l l  c a l l  f o r  a vote f r m  t h e  f l o o r  of' t h e  Annual General Meeting t o  break 
t he  t i e .  The r e s u l t s  of t he  e l e c t i on  s h a l l  be a~nounced by t h e  Chairman of 
the  Election Committee a t  t h e  f i r s t  session of the  I'Lnnual Ceneral I4eeting. 
The b a l l o t s  s h a l l  be held by t h e  Chaiman of t h e  Elect ion Cornit tee f o r  a t  
l e a s t  one year  an6 then mRy be destroyed on t h e  d i r ec t i on  of t h e  ?resident. 

Section 11- &- o f f i c e  f o r  which no nomin~ttions have been received may be f i l l e d  by -3, 

vote of t h e  e lec ted  o f f i c e r s .  

Section 12- e lec ted o f f i c e r s  s h a l l  assume t h e i r  du t i e s  z t  t he  l a s t  sess ion of %he 
Linnual General Meeting and s h a l l  hold o f f i c e  f o r  tvro years  from t h a t  time 
and u n t i l  t h e i r  successors have been duly e lected and i n s t a l l ed .  

Section 13- Each of f i ce r ,  a t  t h e  expira t ion of h i s  term of o f f i c e  s h a l l  ~ J i t h i n  30 days 
de l ive r  t o  h i s  successor a11 books, papers, money o r  o ther  property of the  
Lssociat iop i n  h i s  possession. He s h a l l  not be relievecl from h i s  bond or  
obligp-tion u n t i l  t h i s  requirement has bsen f u l f i l l e d  . 

Section 14- No member s h a l l  hcld o f f i c e ,  e lec ted o r  appointzd unless he i s  a res ident  of 
Ontario. 


