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Ply subject fox  t h i s  evening is a ser- 
i o u s  one. It concerns you and I and every  
other  co l lec tor ,  numi smatis.t, dealer and 

, c o i n  investor in  t h i s  country, 
I f  I had t o  title ny ttalk I would have 

, ta c a l l  it the  "Great Canadian  RipL'Off",  
A t  the  o u t s e t ,  1 would like t o  p i i n t  

, a lfttle background p i c t u r e  f o r  you, 1: 
would ask you t o  consider what I an going t o  
say with t h i s  information i n  mind, 

The Royal  ~Aadian Mint-becar~e a Crown 
corporat ion in 1969, and since then has 
been publ ishing its annual p r o f i t  and loss 
-statenent. The fo l lowing  f xgure s are taken 
d i r e c t l y  f ~ o m  the annua Mtnt Reports and 
show the  m b e r  of C o l l a r s  co in  c o l l e c t ~ \ , : ~ s  , 

spent on mint pr~cT,'~.cts and Canadian Wis-  
natic coins in recent  years: 1969 - $880,000; 
1970 - $2 nillion; 1971 --b $4 million; 1972 - 
$3.1 n i l l i o n ;  1973 - $4.3 nillion, The 1974 
f igures  are n o t  ye-t cut  but  based on o n l y  
production f igures  t o  the end of December, 
the  mint sold @to& -t.il?.ion of Canzdian colw- 
lector coins no t  incl-uding Olympic Coins, 
My guess f o r  collecto~ s a l e s  of 1974 coins 
would be well aver $5.5 n i l l i en ,  The Mint 
turns over a t i d y  profit every year t o  the  
Federal Goverment, In 1973 the  Mint hand- 
led over $3.05 ni l l ion ,  up d r a s t i c a l l y  from . 
1962,000 in 1972; $1~63 n i l l i o n  in 1971; and 
$78,000 in 1970. 

Any corporation in private bushess the 
s ize  of the  Mint and doing ..the sane d o l l a r  
volume of  sa les  wi th  the sane s ize  p r o f i t s  
vrould be expected t o  spend huge amounts on 
pub l i c  relations,  advertising and one o r  
nore full tine P,R. persons. It i s  qui te  
apparenttt;&,the Mint spends next t o  nothing 
on advert is ing,  and i t s  pub l i c  relations is 
l i m i t e d  t o  two o r  three c o c k t a i l  part ies  i n  



Page 42, 

n 
December to encourage dealers to submit orders for the fouowing y e a %  ' 
coins, f o r  delivery s i x  or seven nonths later In fact ,  I have no 
hesi ta t ion i n  sayjng th i s  For the record, the Mint's public relations 
expenditures me a disgrace. The Mint kasn" even been senung a r e  
presentative to man a table at Canadar s largest coin show, the Torex 
shows held t w i c e  a. year in Toronto, So thatr s the background, Now I 
suggest t o  you t h a t  the Roya3. C a n d i a n  Mint has a serious o b l i g a t i o n  
t o  Canadian c o l l e c t o r s ,  not just  to se l l  coins, but t o  promote the 
Hobby of 

Well, what does the  Mint do in t h i s  Line? Every year they send 
wound to t he i r  vast B a l l i n g  Zi st a garbled,  confusing fiench-English 
one page brochure, outlining thefr products for t he  y e a .  This yean* 
the brochure is so bad t h a t  l t  even nis-spelled the name of the desig- 
ner of the  Ca lgary  d o l l a r ,  Donald D, Paterson o f  Don MiUs, Ontario. 
Not on l y  is t h i s  cheap, but it really does nothing t o  promote the hobby, 

Hbw can t h e  Mint faprove? L e t t  s look at  the Canada Post Office 
for an exmple of how t o  do things r i gh t .  With each new S ssue of stan- 
ps,  t he  Post Office releases a separate colou~ brochure, p r k t e d  not in 
mixed F'rench and English, but in separate languages on oppos i te  sides 
o f  the  same brochure, The background of each issue i s  completely de- 
t a i l ed  and not buried in amongst descxiplions of s i x  dif ferent  issues 
as in the Mint brochure. Rill spec i f ica tSons  are given, includtng date 
of issue designer, dimensions, manufacturing process, e t c ,  Wx the  
Mint can l t  do this, 1'11 never know. Another thing the Post  Office 

r' has  i s  a depos i t  account service, A collector can  place a standing 
jxder with the P o s t  Office f o r  a stated quantity o f  each new issue, and 

the  ordes is autonatically PSl led  and chmged agdnst  a credi t  balance. 
How about the sane t h i n g  f o r  coin co l l e c to r s ?  

Recently I cane across  a kind of comic book-text book about Canad- 
i an  staraps designed. f o r  use  in pub l i c  schools. The book features a 
f r iendly  beaver cartoon character nametiPhil. Ately, Using e m p l e s  of 
Canadizn stamps d i ~ d e d  by subject ,  the book t a k e s  junior colLectors on 
a p h i l a t e l i c  voyage through geography , native Canadians, Canadian wild- 
l i f e ,  explorers, h i s t o r y ,  spor ts ,  prine ninjsters  and Olynpics, It is 
one of the best  hobby introduction books 1 've ever seen, and i t t  s free. 
Bow envious our coin co l lec tors  should be, 

I 'd l i k e  now Lo t u n  ny attention to the  Royal Canad ian  Mint A c t  
and specif ical ly  the  sections dealing wi th  i t s  Bo-d of Directors, The 
Mint has a Board cons is t ing  of a chdrnan (the deputy u n l s t e r  of supply 
and services), the  nint naster and f ive  other d i r e c t o r s ,  two o f  whoa are 
frorr the publ ic  service and three from outside, What really bothers 
ne is section 9(4l which says no person s h a l l  be appointed a director 
 fro^ outside the  publ ic  somCk.cla of Canada who does not have experience 
in the f i e l d  of metal. fabr icat ion or praduction, indus t r ia l  relations or 
******+* ******** ******** ******$* ***I**** 
The Ontario ITmimatist is published by The Ontario Numismatic Associa- 
t i o n ,  The publication can be obtained w2th membership in one of the 
f o l l o w k g  categories:- L i f e  Membership - @5O., Regular  Menbership - $5. 

~-umually,  Elusband and Wife (one Journal) - $7, annually, Juniors (up to 
,8 years  of age) - $3. annually, Club Menbership - $10, m & l y .  
Special 0,N.B. Silver Lapel Pins - $2.50, 
Remittance made payable t o  The Ontario Nunismatic Association, (@O Mr. 
Bruce Rasmm, P,O. Box 33, Waterloo, Ontar io)  
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a related f i e l d .  Section 10 (1) says a person DW not be a director  if 

P, le i s  engaged in or associated with,  mong other -t;hings, ! ' the pllrchaset 
production o r  s a l e  o f  coins o r  coin operated devicesf!. The combined 
effect o f  these t w o  sections absolutely excluC-r c o l l e c t o r s  fron t h e  
Board o f  D i r e c t o ~ s  of the  Mint, and that's exactly what we, as hobby- 
ists, need - a collector representative en the  Board, Representations 
to t h i s  effect  have been made to Ottawa fo r  t h e  l a s t  several years - 
but to no avai l .  The A c t  s t i l l  s t a n d s ,  

What about coin design? Granted, we do have co l l ec to r s  represent- 
ation on most of the time now 'whenever there i s  a contest to choose a 
~ c . w  design,  whether a r eg i l a r  or Olynpic comenorative, But a situa- 
t i o n  mose recent* which points t o  the ineffectiveness of coin c o l l e c h  
ors when it comes t o  deal ing with the  nmdarins in Ottawa. Last Nov- 
eaber, I learned the Mint had prepared designs fo r  the 1975 d o l l a r  coin 
t o  commemorate the  openjng of the  new D L ~ - t  f a c i l i t y  in Winnipeg. No 
o t h e r  subject was under consideration and the design in finished f o ~ n  
was presented t o  t h e  Minister of Finance, 

The Minister, in h i s  wisdom, killed the Idea, There was no little 
p r o t e s t  from the m i s m a t i c  comunity, Mr. Turner, in replying t o  a 
l e t t o r  from Toronto Centra7. Coin Club president John Dewzye, said: 
"The Goverment has been co~mernor a-t;ing the  100 t h  annivex swie s of .Can* 
d i a  provinces, c i t i e s  and events of na-t;ionA importance by s t r i ldng 
one d o l l a ~  coinage in commemorative design,  Given the  lmge number of 
poss ib le  commenoratLons, it has become necessary t o  r e s t r i c t  one d o l l a r  
coins t o  events of na t iondl  and h i s t o r i c  importance, As E! resul.t;, it 
"-'ls felt that the  openjng of a new mint in Winnipeg d i d  not  warrant the 
s t r i k i n g  of a do l l a r  coin t o  g a r k  the occasion," 

Well, al.1 I: can. say t o  the Hon. Mr, Turner i s  tha t  if t he  opening 
of a new miat I sn  t an event of national  importance, 1 d o n ' t  h o w  what 
i s ,  h d  erren if it i s n i t ,  whjr c a n ' t  we have an exception in t h i s  case. 
Surely it wouldnt t es tab l i sh  a comeaorative precedent f o r ,  as an ex- 
mple, the  opening of a. new federa l  klospital.. . n i l i t a r y  base or income 
tax buLlding. Again, the collectoa: suffer s o  ' 

I have mothey suggestLon for a way  the Mint can improve i t s  sag- 
g i n g  public  re la t ions ,  In 13th cen%ury England, a exas-tior- developed 
ca l led  The T ~ i a l  o f  the  Pyx, The cercnony was held m u a l l y  at the 
B r i t i s h  mint t o  discourage counterfeiting and bo l s t e r  pub l i c  confidence 
in all coins of the realn by r e q u l ~ i n g  t h a t  they be s t ruck  in conpli- 
ance wit11 s p e c i f i c  s t a n d a d s  and tes t ing  t o  verify it, 

Until recently c L t h e  Royal C a n a d i a n  Mint  was he ld  a annual Assay 
Conmission, the  nodern day equ ivaen t  of the T r i a l  of the  Pyx, Five 
comi ssioner s were usual ly  appointed f ~ o n  the National Resemch Council 
and the  Departnent of Energy Mines & Resources, A s  far as I can de- 
termine, the  Assay Comission is no longer held in Canada, riot t h a t  
anyone ever heard about L t ,  of course, It was never publicized and it 
only rated a br ie f  p a r e r  aph in the annual repor t s  of the master of 
the  Mint, and even these have diaappearsd, 

In todayf s world of space age technology a rd  automated h igh  speed 
-coin production, the Assay Connission i s  probably unnecessazy, but I 

think it is s t i l l  good to have m i m p a r t i a l  conmission neet annually 
t o  t e s t  smples of the countryls coinage, The practice is s t i l l  cmr- 
ied on in Great Br i ta in ,  and in the  United States ,  co l l ec to r s  go f o r  
the  annual Assay Connission m e t i n g  in a b i g  way, 

Just  l as t  month, President  Ford, appointed 26 people from all 
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W&KS of l i f e  including sever& proninent Coin c o l l e c t o r s .  *I net 

h.n Phi l ade lph ia  for a full day spent counting,  e i g u n g  and assaying 
sanple coins selected and reserved during previous year for this WPQse. 
Members of the  p r e s s  are invited and t h i s  is the value of the  b e ~ i c a n  
practice: Coin testing and the hobby of coin collecting generdly  aPe 
gjven wide media coverage on the dw t he  comission meets, FublScity 
like t h i s  for our hobby couldn-.t be purchased for thousands of dollarls. 
&d y e t  the Canadian nint shuns the practice,  I 'd like t o  know why,  

Listen now t o  a l i t t l e  s to ry  I wrote two years ago at a time when 
the lmgest  s i lver  coin the c o u n t ~ y  had was a s i lver  dollar, It goes 
like t h i s :  

Pin international. coin col lect ion Contrention i s scheduled to be held 
in a major C a a d l a  c i t y  in 1976, Nothing like i - t ;  has ever happeacd in 
Catzada before. Thousands of mateur and professional  nmismatists from 
all over tlze world w i l l  attend, Choice specinens fron najor private 
and 3ilusewn. collections will be b ~ o u g h t  t o  Canada fw disp lay ,  I l lus t -  
r ious guest speakers will present the results of their la tes t  resemch 
m d  bourse defiers w i l l  o f f e r  super nunismatic wares. New f a c i l i t i e s  
wj.11 be constructed t o  p r o t e c t  the  millions of d o l l a r s  of coins on d i s -  
play and unprecedented s e c u r l t y  measures w i l l  be taken t o  Protect both 
the coins and the  co l l e c to r s .  World-wide pub l i c i t y  w i l l  be given -to 
tlze event, 

D d s p i  t e  governmnt cantr ibutions,  the  event i s  forecast t o  run up 
a huge h e f i c i t ,  Tho mayor of the h o s t  c i t y  has come up wi th  a brilli- 
ant idea - a surcharge of $61 w i l l  be inposed on every t i c k e t  t o  every 

r ~ o r t s  event i n  the country during the  two o r  three years preceding 
.1e convention, The proceeds would guarantee t ha t  t h e r e  would be no 

d e f i c i t  t o  be p a i d  e i t h e r  by sorze level ofgwuerment o r  by the col lec-  
t o r s  themselves, Ridiculous? Yes. Hypothetical? - not necessarily. 
T h i s  f i c t i o n a l  scenario is the exact reverse of the s i tua t ion  which 
Montreal mayor, D~apeau,  expects t o  pay f o r  the 1976 Olympic games. 

Why t ax  the  coin,collectors? Why gouge jus t  one small sec tor  of 
the Canadian public ,  t he  coin c o l l e c t o r s ?  Well, i t ' s  become p a i n f u l l y  
obvious to everybody concerned t h a t  the Canadian pub l i c  i n  general and 
Lncreasing m b e r s  of co in  c o l l e c t o r s  in p a r t i c u l a r  want nothing t o  do 

with the Olynpic coin progran. The f i r s t  series with an issue of 9 
mil l ton  has become a drug on the  market and many dealers s t i l l  have 
huge inventories of unsold series 1 coins ,  In f a c t ,  series 1 is s t i l l  
wholesaling at below i s sue  p r i c e ,  

Instead of lowering the price  on series 11 t o  stimulate sales,  
our friends in O t t a w a  r a i sed  the  pr ice  f ron $36. to $45, blaming rising 
s i lve r  prices. But  when series 3 r o l l e d  around, and silver had dropped 
! b t o  $lB50 fron the previous high, the pr i ce  was again ~ a i s e d  t o  
$47*50m This, of course, is guaranteed t o  cut sa les .  As i f  t o  ack- 
nowledge th is ,  mintages were cut f ~ o n  9 mi l l i on  t o  7 m i l l i o n  fo r  the  
second series and about 5 mil l ion for the t h i r d  series. If t h i s  keeps 
up, there  won't be enough of series 7 to go mound t h i s  room. Not 
su rp r i s jng ly ,  -4ustin Page, head of the  progran,  said in January that 
revenue fron the coin progran  night not  t o p  $100 n i l l i o n ,  as opposed t o  
the  o r ig ina l  t a r g e t  of $250 nilZiona .- 

h e r i a a n  collectors, I th ink ,  have the r i g h t  answer t o  over-priced 
coins, Last Year, the U5S. mint s t a r t e d  taking orders for  a three coin 
proof s e t  of bicentennial comenorative s i lver  coins - the d o l l a r ,  half 
and quarter - pr iced  at $15, C o l l e c t o r s .  were shocked a t  the  outrageous 
pr ice  and boycotted the  issue in large nmkors, Orders were only tri- 
ck l ing  in instead of peucring in and Congress had leg is la ted  t ha t  a 
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MINIMUM of 15 million coins ox 5 million s e t s  be struck, F i n a l l y  in 
desperation the  U.S, Mint reduced the p r i c e  from $15. t o  $12, and ex- - tended the order ing  deadline from Jan. 31 to July 31. 

That' s what I c a l l  col lector  power, and I ' d like t o  see the sane 
thing happen In t h i s  country. It seems t o  ne that what we have now in 
Canada i s  a p a r t i d  boycot t  of  Olympic coins. Many c o l l e c t o r s  donT t 
like them (although series 111 is t r u l y  a c la s s i c  design), nany c a n ' t  
a f fo rd  them and even more don t recognize then as currency, What I 
would personal ly  l i k e  to see I s  an organized, publicized collector boy- 
c o t t  of Olympic coins un t i l  the e f i o r b i t a n t  p r i ce s  are l o w ~ r e d .  This 
w o u l d  probably beneflt the Olympics in the end, as no doubt nore col- 
lec tors  could a f f o r d  to buy the  coins if the  p r i ce s  were lowered, 

If American co l lec tors  have enough economic clout to bring the  
U.S. Treasury t o  its h e e s ,  surely thel? Canadian counterparts have 
enough power t o  g e t  the  Olympic co in  p r o g r m  to reduce i t s  prices. 

The f i n a l  t o p i c  I w a n t  t o  discuss with you is probably the  most 
impor t an t  one, as it throatens the very existence of  our hobby* I ara 
referring to the problen of counterfeiting, If a ny of you bought a 
rare date s i lver  d o l l a r  at the shop today, the re  is a very good chance 
t h e  coin i s  a counterfeit. In the l a s t  two years, hundreds if not 
thousands of counterfeit Canzdian s i lver  d o l l a r s  and g o l d  pieces have 
entered this country from 1tal.y and Lebanon, Most of them a re  so good 
t h a t  not  even an e x p e ~ t  can t e l l  the  bogus from the  genuine, When a 
dealer i n  the northwest U,S, is offer ing quanti t ies of 194-8 s i lvey  
d o l l a r s  and when a dealer a t  Tarex l a s t  f a l l  has  2 f u l l  t r a y s  of rare 

,-.,date s i l v e r  do l lms  at  below market  value p r i ce ,  something is rixong. 
The p o l i c e  m e  willing to he lp  but  t h e h  knowledge aT the subject 1s 
l i m i t e d  and a r r e s t i ng  someone f o r  possessing a coin that turns out 
months l a t e r  t o  be genuine might be embazlrassing. 

The only aswer t o  t h i s  problem seems t o  be greater collector 
knowledge. Next yeas in Toronto there a e  plms  for a counterfeit sem- 
inar l i k e  the  one which has been held in Vancouver for t h e  l a s t  two 
years .  If thLs becones a r e a l i t y  I hope to see t h e  members of the Wat- 
e r l o o  Coin Soc ie ty  lined up w i t h  me on yegis t ra t ion  day, 

It is only  i l l e g a l  in t h i s  country t o  counterfei t  coins that  a re  
lawfully current in Canada or elsewhere, It i s  pe r f ec t l y  l e g a l  t o  make 
and possess counterfeits of coins t h a t  have been demonetized and a re  no 
longer cwrent.  Last year, German firms were advertising copies  of 
obsolete German and P~uss im coins. E ~ p l i c a t i o n s  of o r i g i n a l s  worth as 
much as $19,QOO were sel l ing fo r  $19. A group i n  Vancouver pro tes ted  
to the G e r m a n  ambassador t o  the U n i t e d  States, and they were joined by 
the Montreal Numismatic Society,  In l ess  than  three months, as a d i r -  
e c t  r e su l t  of these C a n ~ d i a n  p ro t e s t s ,  the West German govesment pas- 
sed a l a w  p r o h i b i t i n g  the manufacture of unmmked reproductions of 
coins. 

The law c lose ly  fol lows the U.S. Hobby Protec t ion Act, a law 
which 1 would l i k e  t a  see passed by the Parliament of t h i s  country. 
That statute p r o h i b i t s  the  nmufac-ture or importat ion o f  coin reprod- 
uc t i ons  which are  not p l a i n l y  and permanently marked COPY, Violat i%: 

-. i t ens  may be seized. 
The act 2 s  designed for private  enforcement, A c o f h ? c t o r  can sue 

t o  res t ra in  a vio la t ion ,  and f o r  daraagges, c o s t s  and h i s  own lawyers 
fees. The U,S, Hobby Pro tec t ion  A c t  was brought i n t o  being because 
American c o l l e c t o ~ s  have a strong lobby and a styong voice in Washing- 
ton. It looks to ne like O t t a w a  n o t  o n l y  doesn't l i s t en  t o  Canadian 
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co l lec tors  but doesn? even w a n t  to l i s t en ,  

n 1 c a l l  on the Canadian goverment t o  enact a Hobby Pro tec t ion  Act 
' 

and t o  ~ a k e  the  Royal Canadian Mint and the  Olynpic Coin Progrm nore 
responsive and nore respons ib le  t o  Canadian coin co l lec to rs .  And I c a l l  
on t he  Canadian Nmi smatic Associat ion and other  collector groups in 
the country, inc luding  t h i s  one, to stand u p  and be counted in Ottawa, 
We M U S ~  push f o r  representat ion on t h e  nintrs board of d i r e c t o r s ,  con- 
su l ta t ion  on co in  designs d subjects.  a Winnipeg mint comemorative, 
nore goverment promotion of numisnatics, an end to o f f i c i a l  p r i c e  
gouging, res torat ion of the Assay Cono:.s';ion, as a pub l i c  event and 
tough new c o ~ t e ~ f e i t  lawso 

We must w r i t e  our M . P . ~ , t h k ~ F : : ~ n o  ;Minister and menbers of h i s  cab- 
ine t .  We nust pepper then wl th  nm-isnatic questions dur ing  election 
canpaigns, And we nust suppor t  any p a r t y ,  whether government or  oppo- 
s i t i on ,  which is sympathetic to our goals. Nunismatics is a great  
hobby, but we have a long road t o  t rave l  t o  make it bet te r ,  I ' m  stmb 
ing the journey down t h a t  road and I hope you'll j oin ne. 
Ye E d ' s  Note_ - ..Author Arironls hard h i t t i n g  t a l k  h3d h i s  audience con- 
vinced that  now is t he  time for  act ion to fo rce  the  R o y d  Canadian Mint 
t o  do something ---- at l eas t  it was felt worth a t ry ,  futile though it 
may be --i Any comcnts on BobCls a r t i c l e  would be welcome ei ther  as a 
l e t t e r  to the  E d i t o r  t o  Bob in c a r s  of  Y e  Ed. 
*5k*96$$%*$ **:'$$***>' *******': **$:fc*hk*$ ****#*** 

ONT,iRIO NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
1- "BOOK LENDING LIBnARY" 

BORROWIRG FB --- OCEDURE 
1. Members of the Ontar io  Nwaismatic Association may borrow l i s t e d  

books fo r  a per iod  of t w o  weeks? Books nay be renewed f o r  a further 
t w o  week period, i f  there is no o ther  request on hand, 
2. Postage both  ways t o  be pa id  by the  borrower, 
3. In returning books, p l aase  nark BOOK POST on outside of package t o  

- ,btain lower p o s t a l  x a t e s ,  
4. Be sure books are packaged so as t o  p r o t e c t  them from t ransi t  

damage, 
5. Rare and valuable books w i l l  be sent by FIIiST CLASS n a i l ,  insured 

for  t he i r  r e t a i l  value, ,and nust be re tmned  in the same way.  
6 ,  Address all l i b r m y  correspondence t o :  

Mr, Cixtor Pot ter ,  
18 Prince P a u l  Crescent, 

ST. CATHARINES, Ontar io  L2N 3A9 
*******>* ******9;* **q:9;::<*** **l**tQ$ ****** 
A Personal Note from the-Canadian Large  Cent Club 
Pem FrLends: 

We would be interested in hearing from any of your 
menbers who c o l l e c t  lmge cents, T ~ E  only c o s t  of Our m ~ ~ ~ ~ s  i s  the 

/--. monthly postage t o  cover mai l ing of o w  newsletter, 
Sincerely , 

Signed: G x y  C, Littrell, 
4300 Prair ie  Ave., #41, 
AMARILLO, Texas, 79109, U.S.A, 
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I E M  MFEMBEXS 
-----A 

n Applf cations published in the  March 1975 issue of the  Gntario Nmsna- . 

t i s t  have now been accepted, The fol lowing applicat ions have been re- 
ceived and if no written objections a e  received, their acceptance 
w i l l  be acknowledged in the June issue of  the  O n t ~ , i o  Nmis~atis t .  

950 Wn. J o  Gordon, P.O. Box 937, Waterloo, Ontario N2J 4C3 
9% Robert  A a o n ,  c / o  372 Bay S t ~ r e e t ,  Toronto, Ontario. 

******** ****+a** ******<<* ******** ******** 
PROPOSED C O I N  SHDdS - 

Lis ted  below are the proposed coin club annual shows we have wlth dates 
and banquets, Please check t h i s  l i s t  as you decide on a date f o r  your 
forthcording show t o  see if any of these dates con f l i c t  with your date. 
June 1 - Welland D i s t r i c t  Coin Club Annual. Show f ~ o n  10,00 a.n. to 

6,00 pen ,  in the Princess El izabeth  School, Schoficld Ave. 
and Lincoln St, Enqujries r e  bourse, etc. ,  to Dennis 
Laverdiere,  21 Vanier Dr., and d i s p l a y s  t o  Clzudc Trudel, 
72 Wellington St,, Welland, Ontar io .  

July 1kl6=C andaian Nunismatic Association m u a l  Convention in Calgary 
Albertz, Reservations t o  Front  Off ice ,  Manager, P d l i s e r  
Hotel, 133 ..- 4 t h  Avenue EM, Calgary,  T2P 2M3. For S t a ~ p e d e  
Tickets  to CNA ' 7 5 ,  Stampede Tickets ,  c/o Mrs. M. Q o l l e y - ~ o d ,  
General. Delivery,  Midnapore, Alberta, TOT, 1J0 and m y  other 

P enquiries t o  C d g a y  Nunisnatic Society ,  P.O. Box 633? 
C a l g a y ,  Alberta, T2P 2J3, 

Aug, 9 - Collingwood & D i s t r i c t  Nur~isnatic Associat ion Firs t  h u a l  
Show at t h e  LionT s Den, Hnontas io  St., Colltngwood, from 
20,00 a,m, t o  6,00 pan. Far infornation re bourse, e tc ,  , 
t o  Collingwood & Dlstr i c t  N u n i  snatic Association, P. 0,  Box 
56 5? Collingwood, Ontario. 

Sep t .  13-I~.c.Y.N. Third A n n u a l  Convention a t  t he  Four Seasons Sheraton 
Hotel ,  123 Queen St, W, across from City H a l l ,  in the Essex 
and &goma Roorns, For information contact Jon Jones, P.0. 
Box 367: Rer':dale, Ontmioo 

Oct.  4 - Richnond H i l l  Coin Club AnnuiL Show at the  Ki l lc res t  M a l l ,  
Yonge St, at Cmrvil le  Road, south of Richrnond M11, More 
de t a i l s  la te r*  

Oct.  19 - Hamilton Coin Club f'mud Show and Banquet in the  I.0,O.F. 
Fellowship H a l l ,  Wellington St, North, Hamilton, fron 10.00 
t o  6.00 p.n, Mare de ta i l s   late^ when r e c e i v e d .  

Oct, 25 - St ,  Catkia~ines Goin Club Annual Show and Banquet in the  
Westninster Chwcn P a i s h  H a l l ,  Queenston St., S t .  Catharines. 
More details l a t e r  when received, 

*******a% **<~J*****C ******>$* *$tic**<<:$$ ******** 
IN PASSING - Tid-b i t s  fron Readers D i g e s t  

n You do not lead by h i t t i n g  people over the  head -- that1 s assault, 
not leadership.  

In youth we w a n t  t o  change the world; in o l d  age we w a n t  t o  change 
youth, 
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THE BANK OF ENGLAPTD,- 

n By J, J ,  CuLlimore U l e n  - City of Ottawa Coin Club 
It was founded in 1694 (Ldillim 211), an6 in i t s  vaults  l i e  ow 

g o l d  reserves, I n  tUs respect the B a n k  is t he  F o r t  I h o x  of G ~ l e a t  
Britain. Du~ing the 18th century the Bank became the m a i n  source of 
supply  of gold coins. OFmer s of bullion could exchange it here f o r  
coin. It must have been most excit ing t o  be able t o  go along t o  the 
Bank with a bar of gold, and to be handed l o v e l y  new sovereigns in 
exchange. Unhappily one cannot  do t h i s  now. The p r a c t i c e  w a s  stopped 
by the Gold Standmd Ace of 1925, 

To t h e  tens of thousands of people  who pass t h i s  building every 
day it is j u s t  "The Bankll, I imagine few of them have a clue to t he  
nunbey of people enployed there, t o  the mount of work t h a t  is dea3t 
w i t h  every day, t o  t h e  immense influence the Bank has on world nonet- 
ary affairs ,  and t o  the vast resources t h a t  l i e  in the  vaults, One 
of the snallar  s igh ts  of London i s  the p rogres s  o f  the  Bank Picket,  
which. normally marches fron Wellington Barracks to the  Bank uach n ight ,  
t o  s t and  guard over the  nation's wealth,  The need f o r  t h i s  p icke t  of 
Guards has Pecently been questioned i n  t h e  I3ouse. Allegations have 
been made t h a t  i t s  progress obstructs t r a f f i c ) ,  and t ha t  the men hate 
t h e  assignment. It; would be a pity t o  see th;r s ancient and c o l o u ~ f U  
l i t t l e  ceremony forced  off  the London streets by nodern t r a f f i c ,  More- 
over,  1 have always wld~~stood t ha t  the men, in the main, l iked the  
job o f  guarding t h e  Bank, since t h e  Governors were no t  ungenerous Lo 
t he i r  guard i n  the mat te r  of creature conforts .  ilow t rue i s  the  saying, 

+'safe as the Bank of England", My thoughts when passing the Bank are 
~f grati tude,  and a d ~ e m  of what a wonderful t ine  1 could have were I 
a l l awed  t o  s o r t  t h ~ o u g h  sane of the s o v e ~ e i g n s  in the vaults  below. To 
the  Bank a sovereign is just  a sovereign, but 3: an sure I should f ind 
var i e t i e s  I have never seen, or may never be able t o  
* * f e Q * * * * *  *******JG ***3k**::<,* ******tt;L *#*****% 

THZS ' N  T I W  
I had a b r i e f  note f ~ o n  fellow c o l l s c t o r  Stan Clute t h h k -  

ing me f o r  the  March i s s u e  of the  l4umismatkst which he'received A p r i l  
16th.. . 'Twould have been q u c k e r  to have gone by pony express, so much 
f o r  the nails, and speaking of na i l s ,  MALES I mean, Ye Ed should l e t  
our readers h o w  t h a t  the reason for  an e i g h t  page Bulletin in M a y  and 
a poss ib l e  l a t e  BulletLn in June is due to the f a c t  t h a t a  amber of 
p r e t t y  nurses at t h e  St, C a t h a i n e s  General Hosp i t a l  have invi ted Ye Ed 
t o  be wi th  then for  two t o  three weeks while they loolr i n t o  h i s  innards. 
However, we promise that sorsle s o r t  of Bulletin w i l l  go out  even if no 
good satnaritan w i l l  valuntce~ to take over Ye-Edi t o r  sh ip .  Any takers. . . 
It has been most rewarding t o  receive over the past  few weeks many 
l e t t e r s  from OUT readers requesting t h a t  we continue on as E d i t o r ,  how- 
ever I mst again repeat that fo r  hea l t h  reasons for nyself and Mrs. 
Ye ~d we nust in dl1 fairness request to be r e l i eved  from t h i s  inport-  
a nt duty.. , ,In conclusion I would recormend to those  of om readers 
who have been disappointed by the Mint and i t s  products to put your 
conp la in t  in w r i t i n g  t o  Mr. Gordon Iiunter, Master of the Mint, wi th  a 

-copy to your l o c a l  M.P., then w nay g e t  action.. . . .See you in June, 
So Zang, 


