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Why Counterstamps? 

by Maurice i1:~ould 

One of the m o s t  fascinating phres of nurnismat5.c~ is 

collectine and attributing caunter~tamped c a i n ~ ,  

A c o i n  may be counterstamped or countermarked for many 

reaaona : political, advert is ing,  revolutionary or siege.  

admf ssion t i c k e t s ,  and many m o r e .  

Among t h e  most sought a f t er  countesstamped coins  are 

those which have been used for a d v ~ r t i a i n g  purposes and among 

them ape such unusual  item^ a~ Sage's Candy Coin, known on an 

U.S. 1874 Ttade Dol lar ,  Ifouck 'a Panacea, which i n  known on vnr-  

5ous silver coins, Dr. Shattuckts Wnter Cure, Waterford, Maine: 

Dr. Kirstead,  Dent is t ,  Baaton: and in the amusement field, Par- 

i s i a n  V a r i e t A e ~ ,  16th St. and Broadway, New York an well a3 

Young, t h e  Magician. These are struck on W.S. s i l ver  coina. 

Spanish Colonial  S i lver  was- legal  tender in the United 

States until 1847 and a f e w  OF the counttratampw appear on this 

series and show that they w e r e  circulating in the Uni ted  States  

for many years.  

Among these counterstampa arc Consult Dr. Dasby, Boston, 

Wood % MMfnrstrcls, 144 Broadway, Blanchard House, Monmouth, 111- 
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tnois, R. Flanagan*~ Punch, Sachem OyRtcr Saloon, 

One of the m o s t  interest ina is Kunkel- Opepa Troupe, 

which appears on a Spanish 2 reale of 1744. Gcasge J. Kun- 

k e l  was one sf the fiz&&%ineator& af negro mfnstrelsy in 
the United  state^ and during his theatrical career was %ndcnt- 

i f i e d  with three historic t h e a t e m  in Baltimore. John Wilkcs 
Booth and Joe Jefferson were i n  hia company. 

Many of these p i e t c n  have exciting histories  or arc as- 
sociated w i t h  the well.-'known namea. f.n numi-matics. 

The E*R.  tamped an w 1799 dol lar  i s  the nark of Ephsairn 

Braf ihe~ ,  Famous in numimatics  for the EphrsQm R ~ a a h e r  Doubl- 

oon, one of the wasld'a rare& cotns. 

One of t h e  rare& Hawaiian i t e m s  i s  the counterstamp on 

e Urns. h a l f d o l l a r  of 1872 of the Thmas Nobron Hawaiian T s k -  

en. It i s  believed Unique and wan original ly  i n  the  collect- 

i o n  of the author. 

S t r .  Jewel, struck on an 1853 quarter, refers t o t h e  

Steamer J e w e l  which w a *  a coastwf~e  craf t  running from Port- 
land, Msfnc to Gapdiner and a l a o  to Nova 'Scatf a about 1900, 

Same U,S, capper and s i l v e r  c n i n n  arc known w i t h  vasious 

Masonic counterntamps and in some cafies the reverse and ob- 

verse have been shaved and then engraved for use as Royd 

Arch Chapter pennies. 

Among t h e  political t o k e n s  i s  an American Large Cent 

counterstamped, V o t e  the Land Frctgw These circulated during 

the presidential election of 1848. P a r t  of the platform of 

the Free Soil Party was, Whereas w e  have assembled in con- 

v e n t i o n  as a union of free men for the sake of freedan, for- 

getting a l l  past political differcncta, in common resolve to 

maintafn t h e  rights of a l l  free labor agacnst the  aggres~ ian  

of s &lave power and to secure free n a f l  for free people." 

The slogan in t h i s  campaign w a ~ ~ ~ P r e e  'soil, Free Speech, 

and Free Men." 

The cwntermwktd and cut c o i n  of the West Xndies are a- 

mong the moat glamorous of t h i s  ~er i . ea .  They bring vlsions of 

pirates ,  Pieces of Ff ght, two b i t  and four bit oicces , as well 
as the mysterious markings on same of the  c o i n s .  Ta date,  
many have not  been a t t r i b u t e d ,  even though a great many scholars 



have worked in thia field FOP years. 

Authority for t h e  use of many of t h e  counterstamps is 

to be found i n  the taws and Ordinances of d i f f e r e n t  islands, 

Some of the stamps were within t h e  Napoleonic War period, 

when the f lag of aavernl OF the i f f lands changed hands accord- 

ing So the  fortune^ of w a r ,  h a n g  t h e m  counte~stampn are in- 

cluded A Rone w i t h  5 p e t a h ,  which was used i n  Curacao during 

t h e  English occupation, 1807-1815. 

Cuba used a nkeym counterstamp. Dominica had a circular 

piece cut  from t h e  center of Spanish P i l l a r  Dollar and this? 

section was stamped w i t h  a script enclosing a star with- 

i n  a circle of says. Same of the dsllara have bean found w t a  

stamped w i t h  m ~ b *  and a crown above it. S i l v e r ,  copper, and 

g o l d  coins of the  West Xndies have been ~ o u n t e r s t a r n ~ d . ,  and 

an ordinance was p a s ~ e d  in Martinique i n  1865  authoslzing the 

countermarking of g o l d  hal f  -joes wgth  a &amp having the fig- 

urea w20" or n20@4 over a m a l l  eagle, thaue coins to have a 

value of 2 0  or 22 livres. 

These has been a great deal of interest  5n  this serses in 

secent t i m e s  and w i t h  the reatarch work and a new hook to be 

published by Ray Ryrne of Pitt~burgh, Pennsylvania, t h i s  ca l l -  

e c t i n g  w i l l  roach a new height .  

b r i n g  the 18th century, there was a shortage of change 

and s i l v e r  in England. This was graatly duc to the govern- 

ment not coining any silver larger than a four-pence for a 

number of yearR. 

The E n g l i s h  government had in i t s  vault a h g c  numher af 

Spanish dollass that had been captured From varf aus Spanish 

vcaat2s. Recause sf the trmnendoua demand for c h a n ~ e ,  the Gav- 

ernment decided to place these Spanish Pillar Dollars on the 

market ,  

In order to g i v e  o f f k c i a l  sanction for t h i a  experiment, 

the King's head was stamped an the head of the Spanish King. 

This was the same stamp used at Goldsmith's Hall for masking 

silver plates. 



On March 6 ,  1797,  a public n o t i c e  appeared that  the  bank 
would  upp ply these coins and becaunc they w c r e  in such de- 

mand, there w a s  a great runh for this counteratamped money 

and over 2 , 3 2 S g 0 0 0  were issued. 

A s  noon aa the  dollars w e r e  ~ R R U C ~  by the bank, none cun- 

ning counterfeiters set to work and issued counterfeit ~ t s r n p s  

of t h e  King" head and stamped Spanish dol.lars to t h e i r  o m  

advantage. 

Because of t h i s ,  t h e  Rank of England c a l l e d  in the  doll as^ 

and issued a notice t h a t  they w o u l d  no longer be redeemable 

after  October 31, 1797. 

It i n  i n t e r e s t i n g  to note that the   king^ head has  been 

f w n d  on bath U.S. doZlars and half -dol lars .  

For further information on this f a s c i n a t i n g  area of n u m & ~ -  

m a t  i t s ,  read the nMtrchant Counterstamps on American SiPvcr 

Coinsm by Maurice M. Gould and a T r i a l  L i s t  of the Counter- 

marked Hodcrn C a i n ~  of the  Worldfi by F. G. D u f f i t l d .  

"Don't be ridieulm, fatha; J just 
m p p e d  my coin album ia bby bbnkrt 
to  hccp it /wm ~ c t l i n f f  wtr 



1 1 1  Keep  tha t  CLUB NEWS coming in, folks . . .  

YORT14 YORK COT N CLUB C74 
The July 2 7 t h  meeting was h e l d  at t 15(1 K.lor*th York Mem- 

G r i d  Community H a l l  5090 Yonfie St., Will owdale, at 8 P . M .  

The prcErammc fcr thc rc--.r?r,fng consist of a sharr 0:' C,N.A, 

Library slides or+ RCainaat of Edward V l l l r  and nRaa5c Terms  

of Numi ..:pet i c s n  , Comwcnttlsy I*',!.: ~ I I  ovidtd t y  Harvey F L ~ I ~ I . ~ J F  e t:d 

Marvin Kay. 

Prrsrjj r l c r t t  F~PFOW gave a report r * n  t.1 e C,N .A. Convent,i.cn 

which was h e l d  in Winn. i~cp,  t*n July 15th-18th. 

The! Lt>clry Draw Prize winners i1r.p F S  F o l l e w ~ t r  T. O v R r i t * t ~ ~ ,  

Ha Kay, FF. Farrow, B, taI .httm, F. Dennrts, T. B@x#:lJ.  3. C u r t f ~ .  

RiokAar.Rnc~n, M, Talavera and W. Ciona. 

Coinword Puzzle 
Acrmi 

1. AnMhcr nnmc fa+ # milled or mded 
mdfr of a coin 

9. N ~ n t  ... --,,--. =--- 

I@, Chnmbr  of C e m m n w  T&n, 192??.)1 
.. ,.,.,. Pow I Fmnt, fmncr 

I f .  Sourh A m r n ~ n ,  abhr. 
12. Alrricff 
14.  Coin radifirm,abhr. 
16. Xirrrh krtcr, Grrr& n l p h n k t  
1s. CNI sifurr inpf ,  C 1 1 i n w  
7f. D c ~ i p t r r  f m a  Comm ?Orn init. 
?I. Elnkr u r a j ~  of 
?S. Obrrmd 
?6. Jnfmnrrr d r r r  yw 19-M, tin 
f 1-n 
I. ..... ..,.,.,,, orntcnsial I#xingfow 

Contmd corn2 5Or 

... ... 4. .......,.. Amcn'catm 1722 Trrra p n r r  
5. S i f w r .  n h h ,  
7. Dr$ipnrr Hohinmn - Rrhanw~ Cawn 

>Of, Inirial$ 
8. A t l r i n v  

I?. HrJlrodtttSiart of am ariginnl A r s i ~ n  
IJ.  .. ...,. ............... f ~ r t e n t m n ~  P m J .  

Urnrr Comm SQt, Srntr nbbr. 
IT. .*rrrslcl~ part a! prtrnits om coin1 
!7. D e r i ~ r r e r  Indium n r r r  Lnr~g . . . .  *.. 
fP. Pcrrtrd of long drrrntion 
-3. Fd:vnrd. nrrknnmr 
' I .  A. rrrtot 
I?. ftnrlriimrnl for writing 
?I. Al l  $0 rrntrs, obbt. 

*t- mn P E P  ,d+ 



SEP'IEHBER l l t h ,  1982 

Barrin,  Ontario .,.......... ) t fSRONId NUMXSMATTC ASSOCTATIOS 

Annual Coin Show 

B a y f i e l d  Mal l ,  RayFie3d St., N. 

B a r s g c ,  Cntar.50. 

SEPTE8IBFR l g t l t  1982 

St. Catharincs, O n t a r i o . .  .... St. Catharinpn Coin C l u b  

Annual Cef.lt Shcb & Banquet 

Club Hcld3rt:vrg, 569 Lakc St, 

- St. Ca*harines, Ontario.  

SEPCbT;MBER 30th to OCCORER 3a*d, 1982 

Tarc-nta , O n t a r i o .  . . . . . . . . . . . .The Tcrclx Crr7.J ~ctables Show 

iiarhcut.Y~bc.nt Ruildf ng , 
puern k Quay, West, Torcnt o, 

SW.rrnn~a 2 6 ,  1982  

Sarn5.2, 0nt .ario . .  . ,. . . . ., . ...Bkuc Water Internat ior-al  Coin Show 

Holiday Xnn, S a r n i a  , O n t a r i o .  

QCTOL1FP lbth, 1982 

T i l l a . o n k t : r k c ,  O n t a r i o , .  . . . . . Till soburg Coin Cluba s 

F211 Coin Show 

L i o n s  Aucli .rf-.u~*Sum, T i J . l s o n b u r ~ ,  Qnt 

~ T O ~ R R  3 1 t 1 1 ,  1982 

St rill Sr:t.d, rtntarl o. . . . . . . . . . . Stratf  ord  C o i n  C l t t E  ' I I  

Fannual Cof n Show 

K i itam:. C l  C I I ?  I . akcs  icSc DR.. + 

Strwt  ford, Ontat-in.  



Prison counterfeiters are halted 
q d + s u . m m  
Sf. PETERSBURG TlMlES 
h t d a  

Yoonlighting inmates at the  V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  Penit~ntiasy 
have apparently been competing w i t h  the Dureau of Engraving 
and Printding  ( t 3 F ~ )  a R  producers of $100 h i l J s .  According S o  
the head sf the Secret Service" Richmond off ice,  WiLlinm 11. 
Suthcrlend,  an undisclosed number of those assigned to the 

Richmond facblity" 22-man print shop appear to have been i n -  

v ~ l v c d  i n  an unusual sideline; they've bean printing counter- 

feit $100 b i l l - ,  at leeat $33,606 worth of them. 
Because t h e  case in still being fnveatigated 5uthtrland 

deeMned to elaborate on many d e t a i l s ,  but d i d  conf&m that 

the c o u n t e r f e i t i n g  operation has  been l i n k e d  to t h e  prison 

and that investigators have seizad same bogus bills there. 

Prison o f f i c i a l s  and t h e  Secret Service  pul led  the plug 

on t h e  opasatian l a s t  month, Auguot 1982, but not before a 

f e w  of the counterfeit bil1.s had been passed on several Vir- 

ginia merchants. 

Generally, notes Sutherland, people don't really take the 

t i m e  to examine t h e i r  money before u ~ i n g  f t  and t h a t  tends to 

make it tougher for the Secret Service when it comes to back- 

track in^ a counterfeit b211 to the orig inal  passer.  That was- 

n% t h e  case here. 

Lucki1.y a worker at one of the firms was a l e r t  enough to 
spot something funny and the prmpt detect ion enabled t h e  Sec- 
ret Sesvf ce to a c t  q u i c k l y ,  thereby X 5 . m f t l n g  the number of bills 
which otherwise might have wound up in c frcu la t ion ,  

Thus f a r ,  three arrests have been made i n  Virginia in con- 
nection with the case. One woman admitted carrying a package 
Qut Of the pr i son  several  weekends ago af'tsr she had v is i ta ld  
an inmate at the f a c i . l i t y .  Repostcdly, same money was a l s o  
mailed f r o m  t h e  p r i s o n .  

The F i r s t  t w c  cm~c . ter f t i ta  w e r e   patt tad Aug, 1 6 ,  1982 by 
a store employee who w a s  suspicious of receiving a $100 bill and 
had doubts about its appearance. 



The Chaslottesville police were ccmtacttd and the worker 
"aa able to provide authorities w i t h  an automobi.lc l icenae 

Just sbwt  the  time the Charlottesville police dtpart- 

merit was natff ing the  Secret Service of the  appearance of 

the fake b i l l s ,  affic%als of the Virgin5.a Depastmcnt of Cor- 
rections w e r e  l e t t i n g  t h e  Secret Service kndw about mapic-  
ions  they w e r e  having over the  way t h e  print shop posaibly was 
beinl: used. 

Xoma).ly the  print ahop produced farms and publfcetiono 
far a var iety  af state agencies, but in t h i s  instance one of 
t h e  offset prenses was appamntly be in^ used f ~ r  something else. 

The b i , l l ~ ,  wh$,le probably not b a t h c r i n ~  anyone who doesn't 
take the time to pay particular attention to what they e t i c k  Pn 

t h e i r  packets or purse, w w l d  l i k e l y  have been  potted by any- 

one w i l l i n g ;  to examsne them, i.f only b r i e f l y .  "The quality an 
thcsre is a bit worse then on mast others I%e seen," says Will- 

%am Sutherland . 

ARTHRITIS SOCIETY INTRODlJCES_~GUVENIa MEDAL 
C - - 

The A r t l t r i t  i s  Soc-l-tty anfiarrncprt yroductfon of its first 
souvenir medal, hmourf ng t h e  outstanding support for arth- 

r i t i s  research made poss ib le  through the generosity of val- 

unteers and contributo~s. 

The medal prcduccd by Sharr-ltt Mint in M-B-S has  an en- 
graving ef the Scciet y 's fipmbol, thc Sac5 &-y % bbluedird, and 
t,!ict ; ? t ~ - c ~ c  "The Arthriti~ Socitpty-Service Since. The 
obveree bears  C:hc: ertgrsving of a microsecpc, and thc phrase 
" A r t k r i t - i  a Research 1s Paying Off - 1982". 

T h i s  l i m i t e d  edition first f s ~ u e  medal la available from 
the  Arthrit5.s Society, 920 Yongc St., Ste. 420, tor ant.^, Ont.. 
M4W 3J7 ,  at a cont of $I.CO per medal. On ardcss for one or 
t w r ;  medalr; plr-a:-*. nCd 3,2e each for postsgc i n d  hsndling. On 
order i ! r ; l  aore than t w o  please  .:dr! s"5e each for  postage rarlt; 
h arrdl i n g  . 



e o n  WEEK NQRTII: AMERICA, I 983 

wNumismatfca: Exploring Our Proud HarCtage,H waa the 

theme unanimously chosen far Na+imal Cotn Week, U.S.A., 
C o i n  Week Canada and Coin Week North A m e r i c a ,  for 1 9 8 3 ,  
at a meeting in Boston during the annual Ilmcrican Numis-  

mat ic  Associat ion Convention, 

The theme was retommendad by National Coin Week Chair- 

man, tealie A.  winner^ and Coin  Week Canada Chairman, L.H. 

"Scoapm Lewry, who alaa co- ordinate^ Coin Week North Amer- 

i c a .  The recommendatfon was accepted by the ths ta  psanidants, 

G Wilde, Jr; for the  American )rTumimnatie Association, 

John U e g i t k o ,  for the Canadian Numismatic Assothiation and 

Jose Luis  Herrtrm Samellera, far Soeiedad Numismatics de 

MC?.X&CO. 

The wtck- long ob~ervatian wf ll be absarvcd j o i n t l y  A p r i l  

17 to 2 3 ,  1983. 

Winners and Lewty also  announced t h a t  they plan to "EXPORTn 

Coin Week abservat ians  to ~ o m c  European e o u n t r i e ~  as part of 

a planned expansion. 

Full details of t h e  plans will be announced after the 

end of the year,  



CNA982-. = - 
Low attendance, but 
a high calibre show 
stagcd by 
Winnipeg 

host 

h p  b~ ItiRhtl is p m m * Q  
the b@ Canadian Mht Award by Rob 
HwE, a vkepmldcnt  n l  the Mint. 

*ml W b b m s  [left) with Norm- 
WeEb, uimwr af & ~ c s t  d Sbaff g a  

aad plagm. 

W WIlley (left) p m t s  CCN cab 
' m d s l .  Sten Qute with the CNA 

AaarrS. 

Old  Mcartq bushes pa- aad ccr 
w o r h r s  in the CNA, .Fohn R e g l t b  
(right) pmmtJ Harvey Fsrrm 4th a 
'25 year eertiflcgtc. 



ATTENTION WOODEN MONEY COTAtECPORS 

HEW ISSUES - 
Three new wooden tokens iamed recently by t.11. WScoapfi 

Cewry, Moose J a w ,  Saskatchtwa , ,are now avaf lable  to collec- 
tors.  

h wooden dol lar  irsmed joi.ntly by A 1  Blirnan, who was 

dealer boaster for Scoop aa Cotn Week 1982 Chairman la 
printed red on the obver~e and blue on the reverse. A l  Blirnan 

is executive secretary of the Canadian Association sf Numis- 

matic Dealers, Toronto, Ontar io .  

The second wooden dol lar  is the t h i r d  in Seaop'~ "Datble 
L Q U ~ ~ "  aeries- t h i s  is Double L o u i s  111 and in p r i n t e d  i n  red 

bath ~ i d c d .  One side commemorates the Canadian NunrIsmatic 
~saociatiQh Convention in Winnf.peg, Canada, ,?uly T 5-1  8, 1982 
and the  okher t h e  Ameriean N u m i s m a t i c  Association Conventi,on 
i,n Boston, Mass., Auguet 1 6 - 2 2 ,  1982. 

L e w r y  ha5 also announced  hi^ candidacy aa maysr of Maaae 

Jaw for October 27. 1982, and h a s  issued a wooden n i c k e l  for 

the  event. This i s  a ~ e ~ l a r  size wooden nickel, pr5nted in 

black and suggemts vo ters  vote for him in the e l e c t f o n .  
A three-wooden met w i l l  be sent to collectors for $2.00 

postpaid.  The mailing s d d r e s ~  i~: L o u i n  H. "Scoopn L e w r y  
1161 3rd Avcnuc N . W . ,  
Moose Jaw Saskatchewan, 
Canada, S ~ H  RV1 

Slue sfde Red s ide  
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Ever d rtn editorial and Wght  
""Idd do better than that! "? 

Well, hm's your chance. 

Each month, t h e  6,N.h. 

Editor needs s t o ~ i c s  and 

 member^ and readers.  Itus 

not simply an expanded 

letters-t-the-editor f ea* 

t u n ;  the guest editarfals  

or ntosfee ~ h m l d  be orig- 

inal  thinking on a subject 

of numismatic i n t e r e n t .  

If poss ib le ,  aub- 

m i s s i o n s  should be typed ,  

daublespaeed; if n o t ,  thcy 

ahould be clearly printed .  

up any spelling or grammar 

drr takcs ,  but it % up to 

challenge - to make your 

fmdtrs think. 

SEW TO--- 
Bmce R, W a t t  

0 .N.A.  E d i t o r  

11 53 Northridge St. , 
Oshawa, Ontario, 

LIG 3P3 



New Washington coin to go on sale 

~ W ~ ~ &  
femmm imags of t b  
first Resident and a 
view of Mt. Vernon. 

The C . S .  Mint has been acccptir-R ordcrs for t h e  nek 

G c n r - ~ e  Washington corr.rcc~...c~*:~~ ire 50 cent piece. Thereby end- 

ing. the* 22 :?c.ur lu31 in t h e  i,snuar!ee crf part-s i lver V.S .  c m -  

?:lr:r;lsba-zt j va ha] f do1 la r 4 . 0 ;  n s  . 
The tribute tc W a s h - i n k i .  is bcirg Issuerl t< narl i .be 

250tV  an~istr-:;ur.j' .~:r t h e  nation's First. ch:cf C - x ~ c ~ t l v e ~ s  

b i r t h .  

Tk+c r - i . k  cc;rrlremorative ranin rPich matches the gtzc* ;;r.rt em.- 

Position cf c.a;.F:irn C.S, cmmernot.xtivc ttaJS c e l l a r s ,  is bcir?g 

~ f f c s x - 8 .  '.II., bat? prcof and uncit=c:rlated condition. The price 
F e r  c o i n  is $10*5[? (proof) and S f l . 5 0  (uncircuft . tcd) .  

Callectcr s nlay p k . r c h a ~ e  up to 25 p r ~ o f  are rmc5 rculated 

ccins ~ i v -  order. Paymert slrcht! r: be i n  the farm cf a pea*:awr 3 

b ~ f  f ~ : k t r  r.7 t1.e M i n t .  Orders for the? QO percent siZver Watth5n~;- 

tcr:  Fa1 f d c l l a r  shau3 a t  tic- fcrwarded to: Burc:rtu c f tl c. M i n t ,  

5 5  M i n t  St., St la  Fr*ancinco, C a l i f . ,  94175.  

C r e d i t  for  dc?rsi~n51?g the new coin goes to the* s c k l n t r y v s  

new c h i p  f scc1 ytor  and engraver, Eli zabeth Jones. Appear3 r ,g  on 

the cbverse i~ a view 0 5  W a ~ h i n g t o n  in military drckz astride 

a hcrst;  The reneering uscad !\as ir:api r e d  by a portraa't ky A n m ~ r -  

3 CaK art  i s t  Renbl-ctir*!.l Feale . 
Domirrat  i t s g  4+k e. rcrin % sreverEe i E a vi cw c r ~ f  the eastern 

facade cr  Writhfr&en s VVi rg in i  n rs* . ; .Cc ,  Mount Verncr., 


