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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
A s h o r t  while ago a f i r s t  occurred i n  t h e  O.N.A., when a 

commercial show hos ted  ou r  Convention. Some Members were q u i t e  
s k e p t i c a l  and I must s a y  t h a t  t h e r e  was concern i n  my mind too. 
I pe r sona l l y  be l i eved  that  t h e r e  w a s  no o t h e r  way a s  we had 
s u f f e r e d  a s e r i o u s  f i n a n c i a l  l o s s  i n  t h e  p a s t  Convention, and t he  
image o f  t h e  0.Ff.A. was a t  an  extremely low po in t .  Something 
c e r t a i n l y  had t o  change, and when John Regitko agreed  t o  l e t  us 
"piggyback" on t h e  Toronto I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Coin F a i r  Show's 
shou lde r s ,  changes were c e r t a i n  t o  follow. The Convention is 
now h i s t o r y ,  and to r e i t e r a t e  what h a s  been s a i d  many t imes  s i n c e ,  
i t  tu rned  o u t  t o  be a "Benchmarku f o r  t h e  shows o f  t h e  fu tu r e .  
Anyone a t t e n d i n g  i t  w i l l  have t o  ag ree  t h a t  i t  was an extremely 
we l l  o rgan ized  and e n t e r t a i n i n g  t h r e e  days. 

Some o f  t h e  firsts were: 
1 A p r e  R e g i s t r a t i o n  t h a t  complete ly  s o l d  ou t .  
2 A money back gua ran t ee  t h a t  if you were n o t  s a t i s f i e d  wi th  

t h e  package you would r e c e i v e  a l l  your money back,  and you 
s t i l l  r ece ived  t h r e e  days admission f r e e .  "No-one took u s  
up on t h a t  one." 

3 More p u b l i c i t y  t h a n  we have e v e r  had i n  t h e  p a s t  with a g r e a t  
d e a l  o f  thanks  go ing  t o  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  Canadian Coin News. 

4 More f avo rab l e  comments about  t h e  Convention t han  we have 
eve r  had before .  

5 A c a l e n d a r  showing a l l  t h e  meeting d a t e s ,  show d a t e s ,  and 
c o n t a c t  pe rsons  f o r  Member Clubs i n  t h e  O.N.A. 

The accomplishments o f  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  have been many, b u t  t h e  
c h a l l e n g e s  remaining a r e  many. Some o f  t h e  ones t h a t  a r e  going t o  
be addressed  i n  t h e  immediate f u t u r e  w i l l  d e a l  with a judging 
system t h a t  w i l l  be s u i t a b l e  t o ' t h e  ma jo r i t y  o f  Clubs and prove t o  
be h e l p f u l  i n  Show p repa ra t i ons .  A major change i n  t h e  Cha r l e s  
L a i s t e r  award t o  a n  award f o r  compet i t ion  i n  Club B u l l e t i n s .  More 
abou t  t h i s  l a t e r .  We w i l l  con t i nue  our  e f f o r t s  t o  expand ou r  
s e r v i c e  t o  a l l  Members. 

The D i r e c t o r s  and Execut ive  have worked hard  and given a g r e a t  
d e a l  o f  t ime i n  t h e  p r ev ious  y e a r  b u t  I w i l l  be a s k i n g  t h e i r  suppo r t  
and h e l p  ove r  the months ahead. # i th  t h e  co-operat ion o f  a l l  I a m  
s u r e  t h i s  y e a r  w i l l  be one o f  g r e a t  achievement. 

Before  I c l o s e  I would be remiss  i f  I d i d  no t  mention t h a t  P a s t  
P r e s i d e n t  Roy Hol l ingshead  was s e r i o u s l y  ill and h o s p i t a l i z e d  i n  
Toronto. I know ou r  Members j o i n  with me i n  wishing what is b e s t  
f o r  Roy. 

Your P r e s i d e n t ,  
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EDITORIAL 
H a w  many not iced  t h a t  page number 47 w a s  missing from the  March- 

~ p r i l  i s s u e  of  t h e  Numismatist? This wasn't a typographical  e r r o r ,  
bu t  an e r r o r  on my pa r t .  %en g e t t i n g  these  pages toge ther  f o r  the  
p r i n t e r ,  somehow t h i s  page was missed. I have included i t ,  marked 
Page 47, i n  t h i ~  i s s u e ,  so  those who keep the  Numismatist can br ing  
t h e i r s  up-to-date. 

I would a l s o  l i k e  t o  a sk  another  question. How many o f  our  members 
and readers  d idn ' t  a t t e n d  t h e  0.N.A.- T.I.C.F., Convention Show i n  March? 
I f  you were unable t o  a t t e n d  t h i s  event you were indeed t h e  lose r .  For 
me it w a s  one of  the  b u s i e s t  O.N.A. Conventions I ever  at tended.  1 
t r i e d  t o  a t t e n d  as many o r  a l l  the  meetings, b reakfas t s ,  a s  poss ib le ,  
and from those meetings I came away w i t h  a b e t t e r  understanding which 
way Clubs and the hobby i s  going. 

A t  t h e  Delegates Breakfast ,  speaker Geoffrey G. B e l l  t o l d  h i s  audience 
t h e  d o g s  and don ' t s  o f  how t o  conduct a successfu l  Coin Club meeting. He - * s t r e s s e d  tne  f a c t  that fun had t o  ti? put  back i n t o  t h e  tob3g t o  ~ttract , 
members and to  keep those  we have. The Wooden Money Breakfast  was a 
f i r s t  f o r  me, and t o  s e e  the  e n t h u s i a s t i c  bidding on many p ieces  of 
wooden money t h a t  w a s  o f f e r e d  i n  t h e i r  auction. 

The O.N.A. Annual Meeting w a s  a g r e a t  disappointment t o  me, I ' m  
s u r e  i f  t h e r e  w a s  no auual  meeting t h e r e  would be very few who would com- 
p la in .  Very few new faces  from p a s t  years  and those who do a t t e n d ,  have 
been doing s o  f o r  many years .  John Regitko summed i t  up i n  a r ecen t  
column i n  Canada Coin News - 'lDoes Membership Care About t h e  Annual Meeting"? 

Except f o r  a problem with the  a i r  condi t ioner ,  the  Educational Forum 
was a  h ighl ight .  Those i n  at tendance heard t h r e e  exce l l en t  speakers  on 
t h r e e  completely d i f f e r e n t  topics .  A r t i s t  Raymond Taylor,  designer  of the .., , 
1970 Manitoba Dol la r ,  t o l d  how one goes about designing a coin o r  medal. 
Richard Giedroye, Coin World I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Ed i to r ,  t o l d  the  audience the  
do's and d o n l t s  i f  you ever  want t o  s e l l  your co in  c o l l e c t i o n .  Long time 
suppor t e r  of Canadian Coin Shows Stephen Taylor,  P res iden t  of  the  A.N.A., 
showed t h e  audience s l i d e s  on how t o  put toge ther  a p r i z e  winning display.  
He a l s o  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  we should at tempt  t o  be p u t t i n g  fun back i n t o  ex- 
h i b i t i n g .  

About 40 cases  of  very competit ive d i sp lays  graced t h e  e x h i b i t  a r e a ,  
b u t  t h e r e  w a s  ample room f o r  more. I ' m  not  s u r e  why many who used t o  
d isp lay  don' t  now, but  t h e  hobby needs you back. 

Talked t o  many Bourse Dealers  and got  the  usual.  mixed r e a c t i o n  on 
how business  was going. worn the  s e l e c t i o n  of mater ia l  being o f fe red ,  I l m  i P l  

s u r e  t h a t  co in  you were seeking was a v a i l a b l e  and i n  some cases  a t  a reason- 
a b l e  cos t .  

I ' m  s o r r y  t o  say I w a s  unable t o  a t t e n d  the  auc t ion ,  being a t  a 
committee meeting irrith Woodstock Coin Club, i n  s e l e c t i n g  a design f o r  the 
150th Anniversary medal they w i l l  be r e l e a s i n g  on June 4th.  De ta i l s  of  
t h i s  appears elsewhere i n  t h i s  i s sue .  

n e s e  a r e  j u s t  some o f  the  events  you missed by not  a t t end ing  t h i s  
show. Do plan t o  a t t e n d  a l l  f u t u r e  shows and meetings. 

T. Masters 

NOTICE TO & MEMBERS: 
A t  an Executive meeting held  on Sunday, May 15, 1988, i n  the  -meeting 

room o f  t-he Canadian Legion kll i n  Elora, Ontarfo,  t h e  Executive Hembers 
o f  t h e  Ontar lo Fiumismatic Associat ion adopted and passed unanimously the  
following: E f f e c t i v e  January lst ,  1989, t h a t  L i f e  Membership t o  t h e  
Ontar io  Numismatic Associat ion be increased  from 875.00 t o  $100.00. 

~ * Y ~ * * * * * + * + * * + * + * + * * * * *  



ASSOCIATION NEWS 
MEMBERSHIP 
The fol lowing a p p l i c a t i o n s  have been rece ived .  I f  no m i t t e n  

o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h e s e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  r ece ived ,  accep tance  w i l l  
appear  i n  t h e  nex t  i s s u e  o f  t h e  Onta r io  Numismatist. 

1298 Mart in  J. Lamoureox Scarborough 
1299 M r s .  Te r ry  O'Brien Bolton 
1300 M r s .  Rosemary Hedge Ki tchener  
1301 Robert  D. McAlpine Deep River  
1302 Br ian  Corwell  Toronto 
1303 Garry K. 0 'Donne11 Willo wdale 
1304 Frank A. Quinn Roxboro, Quebec 
1305 Miss Martha Coborn Kenora 

ONA convention 
DISPLAY YINNERS: 

Canadian Decimal -- P a t r i c k  Glass ford ,  da ry  Oblinslry 
Canadian Paper  Money and S c r i p t  -- George F r a s e r ,  Bruce ' : a t t  
Foreign Coins -- Bruce Brace,  Tom Kosta luk,  Del Murchison 
Medals and Tokens -- 'l'om Kostalu!!, T i n  Henderson and P a u l  Johnson 
Miscel laneous  -- Bruce Brace,  Del Murchison and Howard Richardson 
Peop le ' s  Choice winner -- P a t  Glass ford  of  Miss issauga f o r  h i s  t h r e e  

c a s e s  on Canadian e r r o r s  
Note: Not a l l  c a t e g o r i e s  had t h r e e  o r  more e n t r i e s .  

******+**+I***** 

Winning t h e  Bes t  i n  Show Award and t h e  
Douglas ! r l a rkMemor ia lTrophyfo rbes t  e x h i b i t  . 
was George F r a s e r  o f  t h e  North York Coin Club. 
F r a s e r ' s  d i s p l a y  w a s  on A s t e r i s k  and Replace- 
ment Canadian b i l l s  from 1969 t o  1986. 

* + * * t * * * * + r * i * * *  

A 2  BLIFyllO -- ?'!inner o f  t h e  p r e s t i g i o u s  0 .N.A. 
"AWARD OF MERIT" 

- -. . 

A l ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  Numismatics cannot  be f u l l y  
app rec i a t ed  i n  j u s t  t h e  few l i n e s  w r i t t e n  h e r e ,  bu t  
some o f  h i s  c r e d i t s  i nc lude  - 1st Vice P r e s i d e n t  o f  - 
C.N.A., Chairman of  t h e  Donald B. Thomas Memorial 
Foundat ion,  P a s t  P r e s i d e n t  o f  Canadian Paper  Money 
Soc i e ty .  Wriiter, Speaker ,  Member o f  s e v e r a l  Clubs 
and Organ i za t i ons ,  C o l l e c t o r  o f  Woodea Money, and 
h e l d  numerous Execut ive  p o s i t i o n s  on many o f  t h e s e  
Clubs. A s  I s a i d ,  t h e s e  a r e  j u s t  a few of  A l ' s  
accomplishments. Congra tu la t ions  A l ,  you ' re  a worthy 
r e c i p i e n t  o f  t h e  "Award o f  Meri tH.  



I ' m  sad  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  sudden r e c e n t  pa s s ing  o f  
Member Howard g. Richardson,  o f  Scarborough. 
Howard w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s e v e r a l  f a c e t s  o f  numis- 
mat ics  and a Member o f  s e v e r a l  c o i n  Clubs and 
Assoc ia t ions .  He produced s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  woods, 
many with t h e  Logo "Howard SaysN. H i s  p a s s ing  
l e a v e s  a l a r g e  vo id  i n  t h e  Numismatic Family. 
To h i s  family ,  t h e  O.N.A. extend t h e i r  s i n c e r e  
sympathy. 

g a u l  Dezo, S t .  Ca tha r ine s  - Although he  was n o t  an 
O.N.A. Member, h e  d i d  a t t e n d  ou r  O.N.A. Delegate  
Break fa s t  as t h e  S t .  Ca thar ines  Coin Club Delegate .  
A t  t h i s  meeting h e  showed a keen i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  
O.N.A. a f f a i r s  and t h e  problems t h a t  f a c e  t h e  
hobby as a whole. 
To h i s  fami lg  we extend our  sgrrpsthg. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS : 

The O.N.A. needs  your he lp !  Inc luded  with t h i s  i s s u e  you w i l l  
f i n d  a Membership App l i ca t i on  Form. 'ge a r e  aslring each Member t o  
s i g n  up one new Member. Clubs could a l s o  h e l p  by g i v i n g  an O.N.A. 
Membership f o r  one y e a r  as one of  t h e i r  D r a w  P r i z e s .  Von't you he lp?  

Also,  t h e  Speakers  C i r c u i t  w a s  r e - in t roduced  a t  t h e  Delegates  
Break fa s t ,  and t h e  Booklet  o u t l i n i n g  t h i s  program and Speakers  and 
Topics  a v a i l a b l e  was d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  Delegates.  I f  your Club 
d i d n ' t  r e c e i v e  t h i s  Booklet ,  check with your Delegate  o r  w r i t e  t o  
Tom Kennedy, 54 T r i n i t y  S t r e e t ,  S t r a t f o r d ,  On ta r io ,  N 5 A  4P4, f o r  a 
f r e e  copy. 

Over f i f t y  t o p i c s  appear  i n  t h i s  Booklet ,  b u t  many more a r e  
needed, We know t h e r e  a r e  many who have n o t  as y e t  i n d i c a t e d  t h e i r  
w i l l i ngnes s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s  program. A Form h a s  been inc luded  
s o  t h a t  gou can become a Member o f  t h e  S ~ e a l c e r s  C i r c u i t .  I urge you 
t o  f i l l  o u t  your a p p l i c a t i o n  and become a 14ember of  t h i s  very imyor tan t  
a s p e c t  o f  our  hobby. Return t o  Kennedy add re s s  shown above. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * Y t * * * * * % * *  

AUCTION TENDER 

0,M.A. CONVENTION APRIL 22,  1989 
The On ta r io  Numismatic Assoc ia t ion  i n v i t e s  a l l  t hose  i n t e r e s t e d  

i n  conduct ing a one (1) s e s s i o n  a u c t i o n  on Sa turday ,  A p r i l  22, 1989, 
a t  2:00 p.m. i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  Woodstock, a t  t h e  Q u a l i t y  Inn.  

Those i n t e r e s t e d  should  r e p l y  i n  w r i t i n g  with terms and con- 
d i t i o n s  before  t h e  dead l ine  - Fr iday ,  September 2,  1988,  to:- 

AUC'PION 1989 - 0.N. A m  
P.O. Box 33 
IVaterloo, On ta r io ,  N2J 326 

A l l  t hose  who have submit ted a t ende r  w i l l  be n o t i f i e d  a f t e r  
a l l  t e n d e r s  have been reviewed. 
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O N T A R I O  N U M I S M A T I C  A S S O C I A T I O N  

WE ARE ALL RECRUITERS FOR THE G N T A R l O  NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION. 

The Canadian Nunismatic  Assoc ia t ion  p r i n t s  t k e  KAMES of a l l  t h e  

RECRUITERS each month i n  t h e i r  Journal. ,  which t o  some d e g r e e ,  
t e n d s  t o  enccurge  an  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  s i g n  up neb rnerrbers f o r  t h e  
C.N.A.  

The O N T A R I O  NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION i s  a s k i n g  each and every 
MEMBER t c .  s i g n  u p  ONE -- NEW MEMBER t h i s  YEAR. T h i s  i f  ac.complished 
w i l l  double  t h e  MEMBERSHIP and ASSIST i n  keeping t h e  Assoc ia t ion  
both  h e a l t h y  and i n  an  e x c e l l a n t  p o s i t i o n  t o  s e r v e  i t s  MEMBERS 
and AFFILIATE CLUBS t o  t h e i r  utmost  advantage .  

REMEMBER " "i 

ALL NE A S K  I S  ONE NEW MEMBER FRClM EACH OF YOU THIS YEAR.. . 

O N T A R I O  N U M I S M A T I C  A S S O C I A T I O N  FOUNDED - 1962 

B O X  33. WATERLOO. O N T A R I O ,  CANADA N2J 326 
- /  

ONTARIO NUMISMATIC! ASSOCIATION 

.MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
PLEASE PRINT 

, , 

APPLICANT: M r .  M r s .  M i s s  Jr. Club ........................................... 
( E n c i r c l e  c o r r e c t  t i t l e )  

ADDRESS ............................................-....m....e...........-.... 
S t . ,  Ave. etc. ' C i t y  Prov.  P o s t a l  Code Phone . . . . . .' -3 

CLUB CORRESPONDENT : Name ................................................... . -3 
(For  Clubs  Only) Address  C i t y  Prov. P o s t a l  Code Phone . . . . . . 

AFFILIATIONS: C.N.A. N o .  ....... A.N.A. No. .......... Others  ............... = =k 

My p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t s  i n  Numismatics a r e :  . . .................................... 4 . . ................................................................................ 
Z I f  accep ted  i n t o  membership o f  t h e  O n t a r i o  Numismatic A s s o c i a t i o n ,  I w i l l  a b i d e  . 

by i t s  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  I HAVE NEVER BEEN EXPELLED OR REFUSED MEMBERSHIP I N  ANY a 0 
NUMISMATIC CLUB OR ASSOCIATION. C1 

W 
APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE: ........................... DATED .......... 

DUES PER CALENDAR YEAR t~-j 

Regular  $10.00 L i f e  Membership ( s u b j e c t  t o  Z 
CI 

J u n i o r  (up t o  18)  $ 3.00 bylaws) $75.00 a L 

Husband and w i f e  one  j o u r n a l  $12.00 Club o r  A s s o c i a t i o n  $10.00 

Remittances payab le  t o  t h e  
I 

ONTARIO NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION, P.O. Box 33, Waterloo,  Onta r io .  .N2J 326 
DATE OF BIRTH ................ APPLICANT'S P.N.A. NO. ............. 

( J u n i o r  Members Only) 
W i l l  you p l e a s e  send  m e  i n f o r m a t i o n  'on: .......... 0 .N .A. MEDALS ........... 



O N T A R I O  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIAT ION FOUNDED - 1969 

B O X  33. WATERLOO.  O N T A R I O .  C A N A D A  N2J 326 

O@N8A8 SPEAKER'S C I R C U I T  

I would like to submit.my name as a participant in the O.N.A. Speaker's Circuit. 

The following information is forwarded for inclusion in the Speaker's Circuit Brochure: 

A. The title of my presentation is 

B. The length of this presentation will be about minutes. 
. * 

C. I am willing to travel miles/km one way during the week or miles/km on a .i 
weekend. (please state either miles or kilometers) 

D. I would require the following aids for this presentation (list what is required): 
(example: tape recorder, screen, display cases, slide projector, etc.) 

E. Brief outline of presentation: 

F. I will not charge a specific fee but would expect the host club to pick up my trans- 
portation expenses. If overnight accomodation is necessary, it will be arranged at 
the host club's expense. 

G. In order to prepare for this presentation, I will require weeks advance notice. 

H. Numismatic affiliations (if any): 

I. Numismatic Biography of speaker: 

I understand I will be contacted by the club requesting my services directly and will deal 
with that club directly. 

Should any problem arise during 'my presentation which you may wish to know about, I will 
contact you directly. 

NAME (PRINT) 

ADDRESS 

TELEPHONE NUMBER SIGNATURE 



FOR THE PERIOD JAlJUARY 1, 1987 TO DPYCELBER 31, 1987 

GENERAL ACCOUNT 

P e t t y  Cash Q Jan. 1, 1987 
Bank Balance B Jan. 1, 1987 (Genera l  Fund) 
Bank Balance G? Jan. 1, 1987 ( L i b r a r y )  
Bank Salance G Jan.  1, 1987 ( V i r n i l  Hancock Award) 
Bank Balance G Jan.  1, 1987 (Audio Visua l )  

RECEIPTS 

Memberships (Regular ,  J u n i o r  & Club) 
O.N.A. Convention D r a w  
Club Ticket  ilebate 
Bank I n t e r e s t  
B u l l e t i n  Adver t i s ing  (2 .00 ) ,  Lapel P ins  (49.00) 
Premium U . 3 .  A. IvIoney 
S i l v e r  Medallion 
V i r g i l  Hanc~ck  Award 
T r a n s f e r  From Contingency Account 

EXPENSES 

0 .N . A. P u b l i c a t i o n  "Ontario Numismatist" 
Postage . 
P r i n t i n g  
Safe ty  Deposit & P.O. Box Renta l  
Archives 
C.h.A. & A.N.A Dues 
O f f i c e  Supp l i e s  
Telephone 
Engraving 
Honorariums 
O.N.A. Night 
Club Rebates 
C.N.A. Delegate  
O.N.A. 1987 Draw Advance Repayment 
I n t e r i n  Paynent O f  Net Loss (North York Convention) 

Excess Expenses Over Rece ip t s  

P e t t y  Cash @ December 31, 1987 $ 19.81 
Bank Balance c2 December 31, 1987 (General  Fund) 1484.17 
Bank Balance Q December 31, 1987 ( L i b r a r y )  -24.78 
Bank Balance @ December 31, 1987 ( V i r g i l  Hancock Award) 108.62 
Bank Balance @ December 31, 1987 (Audio Visua l )  53.77 91641.5 

BANK RECONCILIATION 

Bank Pass  Book Balance B December 31, 1987 $1719.78 
(5) Outstanding Cheques 98 .OO 
Statement  Bank Balance @ December 31, 1987 $1621.78 
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ONTn3IO NUKIdFlkTIC ASSOCInTION 

TREASURER'S REPOFtT 

FOR THE PERIOD JANUARY 1, 1987 TO DECEEBER 31, 1987 

CONTINGEIYCY ACCUUNT 

Bank Balance @ January 1, 1987 49103.86 

RECEIPTS 

I n t e r e s t  Guaranteed Investment C e r t i f i c a t e s  $375.00 
Bank I n t e r e s t  384.38 5759.38 

EXPENSES 

Transfer To General Account $850.00 $850.00 

Excess.Expenses over Receipts 

Bank Balance B December 31, 1987 

LIFE PEbiBERSHIP ACCOUNT 

Bank Balance @ January 1, 1987 

RECEIPTS 

I n t e r e s t  Guaranteed Investment Ce r t i f i ca t e s  $439.56 
Bank I n t e r e s t  86.37 8525 -73 

EXPENSES 

!*:embership Dues (1987) 

Excess Expenses over Receipts 

Bank Balance @ December 31, 1987 

IIiSURANCE ACCOUNT 

RECEIPTS 

Club Premiums ( 1987) 
Club Premiuns (1988) 
Bank I n t e r e s t  

EXPENSES 

Insurance Premium 
Pr in t ing  
Po s tage 
Bank Service Charge 

Excess Receipts Over Expenses 

Bank Balance @ December 31, 1987 
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TREASURER'S HEPORT 

FOR THE PERIOD JANUARY 1, 1987 TO DECEFiBER 31, 19g7 

CASH ASSET SUKKARY @ DECEYBER 31, 1987 

Cash & Bank Balance - Genera l  Account $1641.59 
Bank Balance - Contingency Account 9013.24 
Guaranteed Investment  C e r t i f i c a t e s  - Contingency Account 4000.00 
Bank Balance - L i f e  Kembership Account 1263.03 
h a r a n t e e d  Investc ient  C e r t i f i c a t e s  - L i f e  FIembership Account 4275.00 
Bank Balance - In su rance  Account 598.96 $20791.81 

T o t a l  Cash A s s e t s  1986 320537 -71 

I n c r e a s e  i n  Cash A s s e t s  3 254iI.7 

The Bank Accounts a r e  ma in t a ined  a t  
The Canada T r u s t ,  Belmont Branch 
K i t chene r ,  On ta r io .  

Th i s  r e p o r t  w a s  approved a t  t h e  General  Membership 
. . meeting a t  Toronto on Sa turday ,  March 26 ,  1988. 

m: mat h a s  ou r  cover  t o  do with Numismatics? L e t  me explain . .  . . . . . 
On June  4,  1838, Canada's first documented b a s e b a l l  game w a s  played 

om a smooth p a s t u r e  f i e l d  J u s t  o u t s i d e  of  Beachvi l l e ,  a v i l l a g e  midway 
between I n g e r s o l l  and Woodstock on Oxford County Road 9. The b a l l  w a s  made 
o f  double and t w i s t e d  y a r n  covered with c a l f s k i n  and sewn by t h e  l o c a l  shoe- 
maker. The b a t  was ceda r ,  blocked with an  exe and f i n i s h e d  with a drawing 
k n i f e .  There were f i v e  bases  i n s t e a d  o f  today ' s  f o u r ,  and no umpire. 
P l a y e r s  r e l i e d  on t h e  honour system. B a t t e r s  were c a l l e d  knockers o r  
s t r i k e r s ,  and you cou ldn ' t  be' walked t o  first b a s e .  Runners cou ld  be plugged .y 
o r  h i t  wi th  a thrown b a l l  f o r  a n  o u t  as they r a n  between bases.  There were 
no s e t  number o f  p l a y e r s  du r ing  a game, b u t  each team had t o  have t h e  same 
amount, Games u s u a l l y  l a s t e d  u n t i l  one team sco red  a p r e v i o u s l y  agreed upon 
number of runs .  A two-day c e l e b r a t i o n  i s  planned,  June  4 & 5, i n  Beachvi l l e ,  
t o  honour t h i s  first game. To co inc ide  wi th  t h i s  c e l e b r a t i o n  t h e  Woodstock 
Coin Club i s  producing a medal showing t h e  knocker i n  t h e  uniform o f  1838, 
wi th  t h e  bat over  h i s  shou lde r s  w a i t i n g  on t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h .  I n  t h e  f i e l d '  
you s e e  t h e  5 ba se s  as they  were i n  t h a t  e r a .  Around t h e  border  - "First 
kecorded  ask B a l l  game i n -  Canada - 150 Anniversary - t h e  d a t e ,  and IPood- 
s t o c k  Coin Club, appears  i n  small l e t t e r s  below t h e  knocker ' s  feet .n  

These medals produced by P re s sed  Metals  of  Vancouver i n  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  
30 s i l v e r ,  300 copper ,  and 200 n i c k e l ,  go on s a l e  June  4 f o r  830.00 s i l v e r ,  
and $5.00 f o r  t h e  copper and n icke l .  T h i s  p r i c e  i n c l u d e s  On ta r io  S a l e s  Tax 
and can be o rdered  from Ken Ovington,  R . R ,  #I, Har ley ,  O n t a r i o ,  NOE 1EO. 
Pos tage  and hand l ing  charge 81-25 f o r  each medal n o t  i nc luded  i n  t h e  above 
p r i c e .  

+****+***+*+*+***+ 



- 
CONVENTION CALENDAR 

June 3-4-5 

June 12  

June 18-19 
October 29-30 

August 28 
September 25 
December 4 

September 1 0  

October 2 

October 15 

Canadian Associat ion Wooden Money - Park Hote l ,  4960 C l i f t o n  
R i l l ,  Niagara F a l l s  Ontario.  Info :  IT. Belston,  37 Reames 
Cresc., Downsvier, d n t a r i o ,  MjL 1K8. 

Brantford Numismatic Socie ty  28th Annual Coin Show- Woodman 
Centre,  491 Grey St. ,  Brantford. Info :  B.N.S. P.O. Box 351, 
Brant ford ,  Ontar io,  R3T 5N3. 

(Torex - Ramada Hotel ,  111 c a r l t o n  St . ,  Toronto. Info:  I n g r i d  
(9. Smith (416) 920 6461, o r  P.O. Box 865, Adelaide S t .  P.o., 
(Toronto, Ontar io,  M5C 2K1. 

Canadian Numismatic Associat ion Annual Convention, C .Po 
P r ince  Edward Hote l  and Convention c e n t r e ,  Charlottetown, 
P.E.I. Inof:  Pr lnce  Edward I s l a n d  Numismatic Associat ion,  
P.O. Box 2921, Charlottetown, P.E.I., C I A  8C5. 

(M.T.C.E. - Metro Toronto Coin Exhib i t ion  a t  Bond Place  Hotel,  
(65 Dundas S t r e e t  East, Toron'so, .- 10:00 a.m.- 4:3O' p.n, ,  
(Admission $2.00 - 30 Bourse dealers .  Info :  I n g r i d  K. Smith, ' 7 
(416) 920 6461. 

Huronia Numismatic Associat ion Cloin, Stamp & Antique Show 
Bayf ie ld  'Mall, .Bayfield S t . ,  N. Ba r r i e ,  Ont. Info :  H.N.A. 
P.O. Box 243, Bar r i e  Ontar io,  L4M 4Y2. 

S a r n i a  Coin Club Annual Coin Show - Guildwood Best Western 
Hote l ,  Foot o f  Bluewater Bridge, Sarnia .  Info :  C a r l  
Williamson, 931 Greendale S t .  Sa rn ia ,  N7V 3P4, (5191337 9191. 

Hamilton Coin Club Coin Show - Royal Canadian Legion, Br.58, 
1180 Barton St. ,  E. ( u p s t a i r s )  Hamilton, Ontar io ,  ( ac ross  
from Centre Mall). Info:  T. McRugh, P.O. Box 9271, Stoney 
Creek, Ontar io,  L8G 3x9. 

Ti l l sonburg  Coin Shw - Memorial Centre ( F a i r  Grounds). 
Info:  W. Baxter,  462 Queens S t r e e t ,  ' f i l lsonburg. 

St .  Catharines  co in  Club Annual Coin Show & Banquet. Info:  
L a t e r  date.  

S t r a t f o r d  26th h u a l  Show and Bourse - Kiwanis Centre - 
Lakeshore Drive,  S t r a t f o r d .  Free Adinission - Hours 9:00 a .m.  - 5:00 p.m. Info:  S t r a t f o r d  Coin Club, P.0. Box 262, 
S t r a t f o r d ,  Ontar io ,  N ~ s  .6T1. 

O.N.A. 27th Annual convention - Q u a l i t y  Inn, woodstock, 
Ontar io ,  Junct ion  59 Hwy and 401. Host Clubs - I n g e r s o l l ,  
T i l l sonburg ,  and Voodstock. Info :  Qairman T. Masters, 
823 Van S t r e e t ,  London, Ontar io,  IT52 1M8. (519) 438 2402. 

October 1 6  

October 22 

Oc tober  3 0  

A p r i l  22-23, 
1989 

J u l y  27-30, C.N.A. Annual Convention - Quebec C i ty ,  P.Q. 
1989 

I f  your Coin Show does not  appear i n  t h i s  l i s t i n g ,  i t rs  because the  Ed i to r  I 

has  not  received t h a t  information. I n  order  f o r  your show t o  be l i s t e d ,  
g e t  t h a t  information t o  t h e  E d i t o r  a t  l e a s t  t h ree  months p r i o r  t o  your 
show date. 

++**~**** . * ******++**  i 
Deadline f o r  ~ u l ~ - ~ u ~ u k t  Ed i t ion  i s  J u l y  15, 1988 

***++*+ 
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DELEGATES' REPORT - MARCH 26, 1988 

The following a r e  excerp ts  from wr i t t en  r e p o r t s  turned over  t o  the  
Editor .  I f  your Club w a s  missed i t  was poss ib le  t h a t  no w r i t t e n  r epor t  
w a s  prepared f o r  your Delegate. I would urge a l l  Clubs t o  provide t h e i r  
Delegates with m i t t e n  r e p o r t s  a t  a l l  fu tu re  Conventions. 
HAMILTON - repor ted  t h e i r  t o t a l  membership and dues, t h e i r  meeting da te  
and place (2nd Sunday each month except July & August, Hamilton Library ,  
55 York S t r e e t ) ,  and t h e i r  upcoming show, which is  published i n  our  
Convention Calendar. 
INBEBSOLL - ou t l ined  1 4  po in t s  i n  t h e i r  repor t , -  membership, publ ica t ion ,  
community work ( r a i s e d  #1200.00 f o r  Disabled Children) ,  meetings inc lude  
numismatic education, auc t ion ,  fe l lowship,  and s o c i a l ,  yard s a l e ,  one of  
the  l e a d e r s  i n  s e l l i n g  0.N.A. D r a w  Tickets  (63  bnaks 1987). Hosting with 
Ti l l sonburg  and Woodstock, 0.N.A. 27th Annual Convention A p r i l  22-23, 1989. 
Asked the  O.N.A. t o  review t h e i r  Audio Visual  Library  and t o  r e t ape  
programs where t h e  Audio had become d i s t o r t e d  and hard  t o  understand. 
Congratulated 0mN.A. on i n t r o d u c t i o n  of  L i a b i l i t y  Insurance and Speakers' 
C i r c u i t  programs. Meet 3 r d  Monday 10 times a year ,  Senior  C i t i zens  Room, ' "4 
Lions H a l l .  
MIAGARA FALLS - repor ted  d i f f i c u l t  times with dec l in ing  membership and 
attendance. Reintroduced numismatic programs and auc t ions ,  and at tendance 
has  increased,  Show d a t e  announced May 28th a t . t h e  a i a g a r a  Square Shopping 
Mall, which w a s  rece ived  too ba te  t o  be included i n  our  Convention Calendar. 
Meet 1st Wednesday each month, Stamford Lions H a l l .  
CHAMPLAIN - meet 1st Thursday each month (except  Ju ly  & ~ u ~ u s t )  i n  S t .  
Davids Anglican Church H a l l ,  O r i l l i a .  Announced membership o f  40, banquet 
i n  June. Variety o f  speakers  and s l i d e  p resen ta t ion  at meetings, p lus  
an auct ion.  
ST.CATHARINES - announced p lans  t o  change t h e i r  r e g u l a r  meetings t o  Russe l l  

I 

Ave. Community Centre,  s t a r t i n g  i n  September, a l s o  looking t o  whether 
meetings might be b e t t e r  a t tended i f  he ld  on Saturday af te rnoons  i n s t e a d  
of  Sundays, where they have t o  compete with t h e  l o c a l  l?ea Markets fo r  
attendance. Asked the  0.N.A. t o  mail a l l  r e b a t e  cheques under sepa ra t e  
cover a f t e r f h e i r  1987 cheque mailed with Club 0.N.A. Numismatist was l o s t  
o r  destroyed. Asked the. O.N.A, i f  they would consider  r ep lac ing  t h e  1987 
r e b a t e  cheque. 
STRATFORD - announced r e g u l a r  meeting 2nd Monday each month, (September- 
June) a t  giwalris Centre,  Highl ight  w a s  speaker Denis Cudahy from O t t a w a  
Mint who spoke a t  June 1987 Banquet. Robert Aaron t o  speak a t  t h i s  t year  s Banquet. Announced t h e i r  upcoming October Co'in Show ( l i s t e d  i n  
Convention Calendar) . 
VICTORIA-SIMCOE - repor ted  they he ld  5 meetings i n  1987 i n  d i f f e r e n t  
members homes. Membership 17 - Show and Banquet was another  success  - 
Announced t h e i r  upcoming show h i s t e d  under Cannington Show and Bourse i n  
Convention Calendar May 7 ,  1988). 
llOODSTOCK - though membership o f  20 Club holds  r e g u l a r  meetings 4 t h  Tuesday 
(September-June) a t  Cen t ra l  Publ ic  hchool. Programe inc lude  d iscuss ion  
period with f r e sh  new ideas .  Ask 0.N.A. t o  review t h e i r  Audio-visual 
L ib ra ry  - s l i d e s  a r e  e x c e l l e n t  b u t  video i n  Romance of World Gold so  
d i s t o r t e d  the  n a r r a t i o n  had t o  be read from p r i n t e d  shee t .  Announced 
Woodstock Club would be producing a medal on f i r s t  recorded Basebal l  game 
i n  Canada (1838), and t h a t  a 2-day ce leb ra t ion  would be t ak ing  place t h e  
weekend of  June 4-5 a t  Beachvil le ,  Ontar io,  Midway between I n g e r s o l l  and 
woodstock. 0 .N .A.  27th Convention t o  be held i n  Woodstock's Qual i ty  I n n  
A p r i l  22-23, 1989. 

***++****++**+++***+ b 



nt Mjstcrics A Coin Can Posstss 

THE BRIDGE AT:ALCOLEA 
By John ' W. Dunn 

A Century of Time , 

Has Cbuded the Origins 

Of A Coin Devoted To ;4 Bridge 
Some people may th ink  a bridge is j u s t  a 

br idge,  enabl ing f o l k  t o  g e t  e a s i l y  from here  t o  
there .  nowever t h e  Bridge a t  Alcolea i n  Spain can- 
no t  be regarded'  as j u s t  an ord inary  s t r u c t u r e  i n  any , . 

sense of  t h e  word. %'rue the  Bridge a t  Alcolea performe 
i t s  d u t i e s  by spanning t h e  yellow waters o f  t h e  Guadal- 
q u i v i r  River. A b a t t l e  which w a s  fought I n  1868 on 
and near  t h i s  bridge w a s  o f  g r e a t  s igni f icance .  It  
became the  d iv id ing  l i n e  between two very d i s t i n c t  
e r a s  o f  Spanish h i s to ry .  b a t ' s  more, the  r a t h e r  
i n s i g n i f i c a n t  co in  which was s t r u c k  t o  commemorate 
t h a t  memorable event was one of  the  l a s t  escudos 
before Spain adopted t h e  new centimospeseta system. 

I s a b e l l a  I1 'sat on t h e  Bourbon throne of Spain. 
Against the  v a c i l l a t i n g  and incompetent monarch, a 
s t r ange  combination of  elements conspired t o  b r ing  a n  
end t o  h e r  reign.  The oppos i t ion  represented  a l l  
shades o f  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  ranging from r a b i d  Repub- 
l i c a n s  t o  staunch suppor t e r s  o f  c o n s i t u t i o n a l  monarchy. 
They a l l  sought l i b e r t y  i n  worship, education and p r e s s ;  i n v i o l a b i l i t y  o f  
t h e i r  homes; personal  s e c u r i t y  from u n j u s t i f i a b l e  a r r e s t ;  a b o l i t i o n  o f  
conscr ip t ion ,  c a p i t a l  punishment, s l ave ry  and o f f i c i a l  monopolies; i n t r o -  
duct ion of universa l  su f f r age ,  t r i a l  by jury and popular e l e c t i o n  of  
members o f  both houses o f  government. 

Abortive upr i s ings  plagued the  hapless  I s a b e l l a  f o r  years. F ina l ly ,  
a f t e r  count less  meetings abroad i n  Brusse ls ,  Ostend and P a r i s ,  t h e  revolu- 

- t i o n i s t s  launched what w a s  hoped t o  be the  dec is ive  blow i n  August of 1867. 
Although o r i g i n a l  p lans  were changed a t  the  l a s t  moment, the  l o y a l i s t  
t roops  learned  o f  the changes and the  r i s i n g  f a i l e d  completely. 

Undauntedly the  r e b e l s  continued t o  l a y  t h e i r  plans during the  summer 
o f  1868. By the  beginning o f  September 1868, General Juan  Prim, who con- 
t inued  t o  be the  moving s p i r i t  of the  revolu t ion ,  was assured  of  t h e  support  
o f  a number of army u n i t s  and the  Spanish navy which was based a t  Cadiz. 

Prim was wise enough t o  s o l i c i t  the  a i d  of Marshal Francisco Serrano 
who had been e x i l e d  by I s a b e l l a  t o  t h e  Canary I s l ands .  Serrano was a t  one 

'.time a g r e a t  f a v o r i t e  of  I s a b e l l a ,  even r ece iv ing  the h ighes t  decora t ions  
a t  he r  hand. Now Admiral Juan Bau t i s t a  Topete of  the  Spanish navy had 
turned the  t a b l e s  by d ispa tching  a warship t o  br ing  Serrano t o  Cadiz on 
September 18, 1868. Prim and Serrano i s sued  a j o i n t  manifesto, "Spain w i t h  I 
HonourI1, dec la r ing  I s a b e l l a  was no longer  monarch of  Spain. I 



!PEE BRIDGE AT ALCOLEA ( ~ o n t ' d )  - 
From Cadiz Serrano journeyed t o  Sev i l l a .  There he r a i s e d  an army 

and proceeded by t h e  o l d  Roman road, fo l lowing. the  v a l l e y  o f  t h e  Guadal- I 

q u i v i r  with Madrid as h i s  u l t ima te  objec t ive .  Some 1 0  o r  15 miles  nor th  
o f  S e v i l l a ,  t h e  r i v e r  t u r n s  t o  t h e  nor theas t .  About 60 miles  away i n  
t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  is Cordoba on the  north s i d e  o f  the  Guadalquivir,  t he  
immediate Object ive o f  Serrano. There t o  oppose h i s  c ross ing  was I s a b e l l a ' s  
army under the  command o f  Oeneral Hanuel Pavia ,  the  Marquis de Novaliches. 
Both s i d e s  were about evenly matched wjth some 12,000 t roops  i n  each army. 

I n  t h e  meantime I s a b e l l a  q u i t  Madrid, l eav ing  Luis  Gonzalez Bravo, 
P res iden t  of  t h e  counc i l  o f  Minis te rs ,  i n  charge. But he ,  too,  l e f t  un- 
ceremoniously as the  two armies joined i n  b a t t l e  on September 28, 1868, 
a t  Alcolea Bridge. A 1 1  day long the  b a t t l e  raged - on t h e  br idge and on 
both s i d e s  o f  t h e  r ive r .  'fhe Marquis de flovaliches w a s  wounded mortally.  
The day ended i n  somewhat o f  a draw. I t  was not  u n t i l  t he  next  morning 
when the  g r e a t e r  p a r t  of  the former l o y a l i s t  t roops  deser ted  t o  the  r e b e l  
s i d e  t h a t  v i c to ry  was dec i s ive  fo r  Marshal Serrano - September 29, 1868. 

On t h a t  day, too,  Juan Gut ie r rez  de l a  Concha, a c t i n g  head of  the  
l o y a l i s t  government, heard o f  t h e  de fea t  of  I s a b e l l a ' s  fo rces  a t  Alcolea. 

' 7 
He immediately reques ted  t h e  Revolutionary Committee o f  Unionis t s  and 
Progress ives  t o  t ake  over  t h e  government. On September 3Oth, I s a b e l l a  
crossed over  i n t o  France. Sovereignty was again  f o r  t h e  moment i n  the  
hands o f  the  Spanish people. 

Some time between September 30th  and October l g t h ,  a twenty-five one 
thousandth o f  a n  escudo p iece  w a s  s t ruck  commemorating t h e  a a t t l e  of  Alcolea. 
On October l g t h ,  1868, a new monetary system w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by decree. 
I n s t e a d  o f  t h e  escudo which had been by I s a b e l l a ' s  decree of  dune 26th,  
1864, t h e  new monetary u n i t  was t o  be the  peseta.  

The obverse o f  t h e  commemorative coin,  which is copper and measures * i 
25 mil l imeters  i n  diameter,  shows a por t ion  o f  t h e  o l d  Roman acqueduct a t  
Segovia within a wreath o f  l a u r e l .  Around t h e  top  and s i d e s  i n  bold l e t t e r s :  
NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY. A t  t h e  bottom is  a six-pointed star with a  small 
r a d i a n t  star i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  star. The main device on t h e  r e -  
verse  is  the  legend,SEPTEMBER 29, 1868, wl th in  a c losed  o a k  wreath. Around 
t h e  top  and s ides :  FREE SPAIN. Two six-pointed stars on e i t h e r  s i d e  
d iv ide  t h i s  legend from the  denomination which is  s p e l l e d  ou t  t o  read: 
TW?3NTP-FIVE THOUSANDTH ESCUDO. Tbe edge is  p la in .  

Apparently t h e r e  a r e  no records  ex tan t  concerning t h i s  coin. F. Xavier 
Cal ico  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  December, 1948, i s s u e  of The hni.smatist t h a t  t h e  c o i n  
was a p a t t e r n . p i e c e  and w a s  s t r u c k  a t  t h e  Madrid mint. 

A s  noted above t h e  c e n t r a l  device f o r  the  obverse i s  a por t ion  of the .q 
Roman acqueduct a t  Segovia. The acqueduct was t h e  mint mark f o r  LaMoneda, 
t h e  mint a t  Segovia. The marks usua l ly  seen  a r e  s e v e r a l  one s t o r y  arches  
i n  a row, o r  one double-decked arch  a t  one s i d e  o f  a coin. LaMoneda was i n  
ex is tence  from 1550 t o  1868. U n t i l  1730 i t  was the  ch ie f  mint f o r  Spain. 
For  many yea r s  a l l  copper co ins  had been s t r u c k  a t  LaMoneda. 

Why was the  suggest ion o f . t h e  Segovia mint mark used as the  p r i n c i p a l  
device f o r  a commemorative co in  s t r u c k  a t  t h e  Madrid mint and honoring t h e  
B a t t l e  o f  Alcolea? 

The coin is  wel l  de8igned with a l l  l e t t e r i n g ,  numerals and devices  
sharp ly  and exper t ly  rendered. That is a l l  except the s ix-pointed s t a r  at  
t h e  bottom on the  obverse s ide .  The star i s  poorly proport ioned,  lop- 
s i d e d  and apparent ly  t h e  work o f  an inexperienced engrauer. Nevertheless  
i t  is  the  uint lnark o f  t h e  a n t  a t  Madrid. 

The Roman acqueduct w a s  Segrov ia t s  b e s t  known landmark. It c a r r i e d  
water  from t h e  h i l l s  some t e n  miles away i n t o  the  c i t y .  There were 118 
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arches  i n  the  system, some of  which reached a he igh t  of  100 fee t .  
Remember t h e  s e c t i o n  of  t h e  acqueduct portrayed on t h e  obverse o f  the  co in  
is within a l a u r e l  wreath and too  l a r g e  t o  be considered a  mint mark. 
Therefore we can l o g i c a l l y  assume t h a t  LaMoneda and i ts symbol were being 
honored. It was 1868. Af ter  more than th ree  hundred and t h i r t y - e i g h t  
yea r s  of  se rv ice ,  t he  o l d  mint w a s  being closed. me can f u r t h e r  assume 
t h a t  t h i s  obverse d i e  was prepared a t  LaMoneda f o r  a co in  which would have 
honored t h e  Segovia mint. The legend, NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY, could f i t  
any regime i n  power. 

I n  t h e  hurry t o  s t r i k e  a c o i n  commemorating Alcolea, an obverse 
design w a s  needed - one which had nothing t o  do with royal ty .  What b e t t e r  
t h i n g  than t o  po r t r ay  and honor a t  t h e  same time the  symbol and mark of  
the  Segovia mint: t h e  o l d  Roman acqueduct. Poss ib ly  t h e  r eve r se  d i e  was 
engraved a l s o  a t  LaMoneda. But with t h e  mint c losed  o f f i c i a l l y ,  the  d i e s  
had t o  be brought t o  Madrid some 50 miles away where the  co in  would be 
s t ruck .  A t  t h e  l a s t  minute someone a t  the  Madrid mint added the  Madrid 
mint nark - the  crude sax-pointed star - t o  rreke t h e  s t r i k i n g  offi .cia1. 

I f  Sr.  Cal ico is  c o r r e c t  i n  saying t h a t  t h e  coin i s  a pa t t e rn ,  then 
the  co in  would no t  have c i r cu la t ed .  But the re  a r e  any number of  arguments 

' 1 
i n  favor o f  the  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t he  coin may have been s t r u c k  f o r  c i r c u l -  
a t ion .  Specimens which have been examined show an even wear (unci rcula ted  
specimens a l s o  e x i s t )  on ALL p a r t s  of  the design f o r  both obverse and 
reverse.  This kind o f  wear is l l c i r cu la t ion  wearr1 and not  ncab ine t  f r ic t ion1 ' .  

Then the re  a r e  the d i e  breaks - a number o f  them - which would i n d i c a t e  
t h e  d i e  was used to  s t r i k e  a r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  number o f  copper co ins  before 
beginning t o  crack. If t h i s  had been s t r i c t l y  a p a t t e r n  coin,  only a 
l i m i t e d  number o f  p ieces  would have been s t r u c k ,  undoubtedly without d i e  
breaks. Then, too ,  t h e  r e b e l s  needed'some kind of v i c t o r y  symbol f o r  the  

- 1  genera l  publ ic  - something which would s p o t - l i g h t  t h e i r  g r e a t  v i c t o r y  a t  
Alcolea. What b e t t e r  way than a small denomination p iece  which would c i r -  
c u l a t e  among t h e  peasants.  

From September 30 t o  October 1 9  was p lenty  of  time t o  prepare t h e  
i s s u e  s i n c e  only the  r eve r se  d i e  had t o  be engraved and the  p ieces  s t ruck .  
Even though October 1 9  w a s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  cut-off da te  f o r  t h e  escudo, co ins  
of  t h i s  denomination could have c i r c u l a t e d  f r e e l y  f o r  some time. Yes, t he  
smooth even wear, t h e  d i e  breaks,  t he  need f o r  a v i c t o r y  symbol among the  
people a r e  arguments hard t o  c a s t  as ide .  

There remains one small i tem necessary t o  complete t h e  s t o r y  o f  the  
commemorative coin s t r u c k  t o  honor LaMoneda a t  Seggvia and the  a a t t l e  a t  
Alcolea Bridge. Where w a s  Alcolea? cy 

You w i l l  r e c a l l  t h a t  Serrano brought h i s  army up from S e v i l l a ,  
following t h e  course o f  t h e  Guadalquivir River. His immediate ob jec t ive  
may have been Cordoba. But then  t h e r e  w a s  I s a b e l l a ' s  army under General 
Pavia  t o  d i spu te  h i s  c ross ing  a t  the  o l d  Roman bridge immediately south 
o f  Cordoba. Zhe r i v e r  t h e r e  w a s  o f  considerable  depth and width. Since 
steamboats came up t h e  r i v e r ,  i t ' s  n o t a l i k e l y  t h e r e  were br idges west of  
t h e  c i t y  t o  block t h e i r  passage. 

The l o g i c a l  p l ace  t o  c r o s s  the  Quadalquivir ,  by-passing Cordoba and 
reaching ou t  f o r  kadr id ,  was Alcolea. Alcolea was some 25 miles upstream 
and e a s t  o f  Cordoba. Here t h e  r i v e r  was narrower and r e l a t i v e l y  shallow. 

Yes, t h e  Bridge a t  Alcolea w a s  no t  j u s t  an  ord inary  br idge any more 
than LaMoneda was a n  ord inary  mint. I t  was, indeed, a monument t o  brave 
and courageous men who fought and d ied  f o r  p r i n c i p l e s  they deemed r i g h t  
and just .  

I 




