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President's Message

Are you right up fo date on all the ins and outs of modern-day text
communication? Some of the text that is sent from cell phone to cell phone these
days strikes me as being more like code than communication. One of the recent
short forms that has come my way is TOTH, which apparently means “tip of the
hat.”

My coming across this is fortunate and timely, because a TOTH and sincere
thanks is what [ send to the Brantford Coin Society for providing space to the
O.N.A. executive for our meeting at their show location on Sunday June 14, It
was, beyond a doubt, a great show ona truly fine day.

High points on the meeting agenda included confirmation of Peter Becker as 2nd
Vice-President and Area 5 Director and Judy Blackman as our Web manager.
Also important were the final numbers and the closing of the books on the 2009
Convention. | was unable to attend the June Waterloo Coin Society meeting, but
1st Vice President Robb McPherson was there to present the cheque representing
Waterloo's share of the convention profits. Thanks to all those who had expense
claims for getting them in and allowing us to wrap up the convention right on
time. In addition to all the usual reports from executive members, we were
pleased to welcome Ken Koch who had a few words to say as outgeing Audio
Visual Lending Librarian. I am sure all members join with me in thanking Ken for
his many years of faithful service in this position,

Our convention focus now switches to 2010 and our event scheduled at the Four
Points Sheraton in Kingston, Convention Chairman Sandy Lipin and the
members of the Kingston Numismatic Association are already well into the
advanced work of convention planning. Specific details will soon start appearing
on the O.N.A. web site, so please watch for it as you visit. The 2011 convention
was also discussed at the executive meeting with the Ingersoll Coin Club being
confirmed as our host and the Four Points Sheraton in London once again serving
as the venue.

One point of business to be completed, in the background, by an incoming
O.N.A. President is to join the Treasurer in meeting with bank officials and
complete the necessary paper work establishing responsibility and signing
authority for the O.N.A. bank account. I am pleased to report that this was done
on June 19, Both Bruce Raszmann and I were surprised with the extent of the
paper work and the amount of time taken to satisfy new Government of Canada
requirements that apply to club and association accounts. Local club executive
that have not had to update their accounts for a few years, be warned: it is not as
easy asitusedto be!

July and August are fairly slow show months here in Ontario, however, it is nice
to sec we have S.W.O.N. in Paris to look forward to on August 9 and the
Woodstock Show coming up on August 30. For those able and willing to travel a
little further, there is also the Royal Canadian Numismatic Association 2009
Convention at the Delta Edmoenton South Hotel from August 12 through 16, This
: is shaping up to be another fine R.C.N.A. Convention and 1
look forward to seeing O.N.A, members and many local coin
friends out in Alberta at the event.

" Withbestwishes for areally fine summer,

Do Stk

President




S _ MEMBERSHIP REPORT
- APPOINTED COMMITTEE

The applications for membership that appeared in the May-June issue of
‘RECORDING SECRETARY the Ontario Numismatist have been accepted.
Lien Trakalo = -~ L
~.11 Joysey St.,, Brantford; Ont, N3R RT We welcome:

(519) 756-5137* ltrakalo@sympatico.ca

. o 1987 Rich Williams, Oshawa, Ont.,,
I'}M—u : - 1988 Paul Strong, Oshawa, Ont.,
. Bruce Raszmann '
- PO. Box 40033, Waterloo Square P.O. 1989 Don Ferguson, Penctang, Ont.,

75 King St.S., Waterloo, Ont. N2J 4V1 - 1990 Ron Culbert, London, Ont.,

(519) 745-3104 S J1991 Nathan Roy, Stratford, Ont,

' 1992 Alain Proulx, Saint-Colomban, Que.,
AUDIO VISUAL LENDING LIBRARIAN

: -Len Trakalo. - , _ The following application has been received
i1 Joysey & St Brantford, Ont. N3R 2R7 -

(519) 756~5137* ltraka]o@sympatlcoca .

BOOK LENDING LIBRARIAN
o ' Tom Ragers: :~ - °
41 Masefield Cres., London, Onit, N5V 1M9
(519) 45123 16 trogers@sympatlco ca-

J1993 Ted Judd, Toronto, Ont,,

Bruce H. Raszmann,
O.N.A Treasurer & Membership Chairman

CLUB SERVICES CHAIRMAN
: Fred Freeman: :
88 North]and Cres. , - Woodstock, Ont. N4S 6T5
(519) 539 2665 bfreeman@oxford net

. RS FOLLOW-UP FROM LAST MONTH’S ARTICLE
- HEAD JUDGE

.- Paul Johnson _ - '

PO, Box 64556, Unionville; ‘Ont. L3R 0M9

' (905) 472, 3777* cnamfo@mgers com

Apotex Centre Jewish Home For The Aged

Last month the Ontario Numismatic ran an article titled Apotex Centre
R -} Jewish Home For The Aged by Judy Blackman. Below is a response she
William Waychison . - - o1 received after that story was published. Judy wanted to share that response

(755()) 212‘7”‘7';?2 ﬁiﬁ?}iﬁgﬁt@%ﬁm 3 with everyone to further prove how helpful and insightful the readers of
this publication can be,

AWARDS COMM]TTEE CHAIRMAN,-

EDITOR ONA NUMISMAT[ST
" Richard Johnson 3
309 Lormne Ave., E.,
Stratford On, N5A 654 (519) 272- 0051
L rlck@c:ltlzennews ca Fax (519) 273-6764

MEMBERSHIP CHAlRMAN
" 'Bruce Raszmann . |
- P.0. Box 40033, Waterloo Square P.O.

75 ng St. 8., Waterloo Ont, N2J 4V1 (519) 745 3104 _

WEBSITE CON TACT '

webmaster@ontario-numismatic.org

* A\;ai_]able only eve'niﬁgs & on week-ends

MEMBERSHIP FEES
Regular Membershlp - $15,00 per year .
Husband & Wife ([ Journal) - $17.00 year
Junior (up to age 18) - $5.00 year
Club Mermbership - $20.00 year -
Life Membership - $450.00*

© *Life memberships are accepted only after one year of

regular membarshlp

Seind money order or cheque (payable to the :
ONA) for membership to:. -

Brice Raszmann, ONA Treasurer
P.O.Box 40033, Watcrloo Square P.O,
75 King St. S,, Waterloo, Ont. N2} 4V1

Dear Judy Blackman,

I read with great interest about your article in the Ontario
Numismatist about the A potex Centre. [ have collected a number
of these contribution medals which were issued in the early
1900's to help pay for and maintain these Jewish homes for the
aged. T have three from Montreal, two from Toronto and a few
from the U.S. They all are similar with a picture of a building on
the obverse while the reverse shows an elderly man and women
with a reference to good luck or god will help you. The donation
or contribution shown are either 25¢ or $1. From the die work
and the 25¢ denomination, [ would say that the Toronto medal
dates with the opening of this building. 25¢ was a lot of money at
this time. The Montreal medals are similar to Toronto for a 25¢
contribution but there is another one from Montreal that has a
more contemporary design for a $1 donation. I hope this
information is useful.

Regards

Barry Uman
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Coming Events

AUG. 7 -9, Long Sault, ON

Canadian Tire Coupon Collector's Club, Everett's Swapmeet,
Everett Runtz's Home, 35 Chantine Dr. Hours: 9 a.m. to 4:00
p.m. A whole extended weekend of Canadian Tire Coupon
Club events, plus a club Bar B Q with all the trimmings. A not-
to-be-missed fun event, The weekend will include a whole
range of Canadian Tire Coupons, trading sessions, displays, an
auction, education seminars, and most importantly, fun and
fellowship. Everyone Welcome, but please RSVP Everett, so
he can plan the ultimate Swapmeet. Sponsor/Affiliate:
Canadian Tire Collector's Club. For more information, contact
Everett Runtz, telephone: (613) 534-2675 or Roger Fox,
telephone: (905) 898-7677, or e-mail: phoxxy(@look.ca.
Website: hitp://www.ctcec.ca.

AUG, 9, Paris, ON

S.W.ON., Special Events Building, 139 Silver St.
{(Fairgrounds). Hours 9 to 4:30 Admission $2, {(includes ticket
on gold coin draw). More than 55 tables of coins, paper money,
jewellery, nostalgia items and more, Food and drink available
at show. Buy sell trade. Sponsor/Affiliate: Ted's Collectables
In¢. For more information, contact Ted Bailey, 1-866-747-
2646 or tedscollectables@bellnet.ca,
hitp://tedscollectables.com,

AUG, 30, Woodstock, ON
Woodstock Show, Community Complex, 381 Finkle St
Twentieth annual show. Hours: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Admisson $1,
kids free, free parking, lunch counter, hourly draws.
Sponsor/Affiliate: Woodstock Coin Club. For more
information, contact Tom Rogers, telephone (519)451-2316.

SEPT. 13, London, ON

London Numismatic Society 17th Annual Coin Show, The
Ramada Inn, 817 Exeter Rd. off Hwy, 401, Hours: 9 am, to 4
p.m. Displays and dealers in coins, medals, notes and tokens.
Admission $2, includes entry for draws. Children free,
Sponsor/Affiliate: London Numismatic Society. For more
information, contact Len Buth (519) 641-4353, email:
Ibuth@webmanager.on.ca.

SEPT. 25 - 27, St. Catharines, ON
TNS Fall Show, Quality Hotel, 327 Ontario St. Hours: 10 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. Show pass $20 (includes carly entry), daily
admission $4. For more information, contact Rick and Jo-Anne
Simpson, email: rscoins@cogeco.ca, telephone 905-643-
4988, fax 905-643-6329,

SEPT. 27, Windsor, ON

Annual Essex County Coin Show, Fogular Furlan Club, 1800
EC row Ave. E, Hours: 10 am. to 4 p.m, Canadian, U.S., and
world coins and paper money, watches, and tokens. Admission
by donation to Canadian Diabetes. Sponsor/Affiliate: Essex
County Coin Club. For more information, contact Essex
County Coin Club, email: club@hotmail.com, or Colin Cutler,
email: ccutler@cogeco.ca.

OCT. 10, Oshawa, ON
Durham Coin-A-Rama, 5 Points Mall, 285 Tauton Rd E. Free
dealer, public, and membership draws. Free admission.
Featuring paper, coins, tokens, medals and many other items.
Sponsor/Affiliate: Oshawa and District Coin Club. For more
information, contact Sharon (903) 728-1352, e-mail:
papman(@idirect.com.
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OCT. 17 & 18, Toronto, ON

Torex - Canada's National Coin Show, Hilton Toronto Airport
Hotel, 5875 Airport Road, Mississauga Ballroom. Featuring
Canada's finest dealers. Hours: Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sun. 10
am. to 3 p.m, Admission $6. Official Auctioneer: Moore
Numismatic Auctions, Charles Moore. The Hilton hotel is
located directly across from Toronto's Pearson International
Airport. Sponsot/Affiliate: . For more information, please call
(416)705-5348.. Website: http://www.torex.net,

OCT. 24, Guelph, ON

South Wellington Coin Show, Royal Canadian Legion, 919
York Road. Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. One of Southwestern
Ontario's biggest shows, 50 dealer tables, free parking, fully
accessible. Large display area, hot meals. Admission $2 for
ages 16 and up. Free gold coin draw. Sponsor/Affiliate: South
Wellington Coin Society. Lowell Wierstra, 8 Smart St.,
Guelph, ON, N1G 4K9, (519) 824-6534, e-mail:
ljwierstra@sympatico.ca. Website:
http:/fwww.w3design.com/swcs/,

NOV. 7, Scarborough, ON

Scarborough Coin Club invites you to attend their 13th Annual
Coin Show. Cedarbrook Community Centre, 91 Eastpark
Blvd., Scarborough Ontario. Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m, Free
admission and draws, Coins, paper money, tokens, medals,
club table, etc. Refreshments available. Show will take place
where the club meets. Tables still available, contact Dick Dunn,
cpms@idirect.com prP.Q, Box 562 Pickering, ONL1V 2R7,

NOV, 8, Stratford, ON
Stratford Coin Show, Army Navy and Air Force Hall, Hours: 10
a.m, to 4 p.n. Adulis $2 admission, 16 and under free. Buy, sell
coins, paper money, tokens, lunch available. Sponsor/Affiliate:
Stratford Coin Club. Larry walker, telephone 519-271-3352,

Box 221, Gadshill, ON, NOK 1J0. Website:
http://lswalker@cyg.net.
NOV. 8, Windsor, ON

58th Annual Fall Coin Show, Caboto Club, 2175 Parent
Avenue, Windsor, Ontario. Sponsor: Windsor Coin Club,
Admission of $1 includes hourly draws and grand door prize.
Juniors are admitted free. Plenty of free parking. For more
information contact, M. Clarke at mclarke@wincom.net or
(519)735.0727.

NOV. 21, Niagara Falls, ON
Niagara Falls Coin Club Show. Our Lady of Peace Hall, 6944
Stanley Ave. Hours; 9:00 a.m. - 4;00 p.m. Admission $2. Free
gold draw, free parking. For more information contact Todd
Hume (905) 871-2451.



N & K COIN SHOP .
. Please staple your business
. card in this space. Now there
KE N is no doubt about your business
name and the correct spelling
of your own name. Thank you.

Are you interested in having a name badge made up in your name? The Woodstock
Coin Club is now making up name badges, similar to the one shown above. NO
CHARGE TO YOU, Just fill in the required information and mail it to the address
shown below.
You have several options-
a) Similar to above, with dealer name or coin club name on top line.
Includes your first and last name. (Most popular choice)
b) Leave the top line blank. First & fast name only. (Dealers only)
¢) Your first name only, leave top & 3" lines blank. (Dealers only)

We will need the following information as shown above.
Circle your choice as shown above- A B C

Business name or coin club name
{Please print)

Badge names
(First name} (More badges with first names along here)

{Last name) ( Last name to correspond with above first name)

We will need your postal address so we can mail the badges to you.

Your postal address-  Your name here

Street or hox #

City or town

Postal code

Phone number in case we need more information  ( )

Mail to- Woodstock Coin Club ALWAYS REMEMBER TC WEAR YOUR
Box 20128 BADGE. IT SHOWS OTHER PEOPLE
Woodstock, ON THAT YOU ARE A FRIENDLY PERSON.

N4S 8X8
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Courtesy of the South Wellington Coin Society

Devins and Bolton of Montreal

DID YOU KNOW......?

By Scott E. Douglas

...that the Monireal fitm of Devins & Bolton were responsible for the most extensively countermarked coin in
Canada? Richard John Devins was born in Montteal, Quebec on June 24, 1837, He studicd at McGill
University to become a physician but later ended up applying his full attention to chemistry and medicines.
After apprenticing for a short time with a Mr. Burke of Montreal he went to New York City for a time. Devins
returned to Montteal due to the death of his mother in 1857 and began in business for himself in 1861, In June
0f 1862 Mr. Bolton astives on the scenc and in January 1863 Devinis announces Bolton as a partner thus
creating the firm of Devins and Bolton.

The firm appears to have begun countermarking coin sometime in 1863 up until 1876. Most countermarks
appear on the obverse side and are apparent only on copper pieces with none known to date on silver. Many
different Canadian colonial tokens as well as US large cents and some foreign coins were used as the host
coin. The reason for this practice of countermarking was because of its value as an advertising tool. This was
likely made clear to Richard Devins during his time in New Yotk where the practice of countermarking was
widely used.

The Devins & Bolton worm pastille token (Breton #569) is well known to Canadian collectoss. It was struck
in Birmingham, England but was seized by Canadian customs because of the recently passed New Currency
Law’ forbidding the manufacture or importation of coins or tokens without government approval, These
tokens commemorated Canadian Confederation (1867) but resembled the Canadian large cents of 1858 and
1859 too closcly, The tokens wete to be destroyed but a few yeats later some made it into the hands of
collectors, The firmn of Devins and Bolton dissolved someiime in 1880,

For more information on this prolific company read the fine article by Mr. Watren Baker in volume 6 of the
Canadian Association of Token Collectots journal.

Devins & Bolton countermarks on a PEI token, a bank token and a US large cent.

Worm pastille token Breton # 569,
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Courtesy of the North York Coin Club

TaE WAR Museum Pays $288K To Buy VICcTORIA CROSS
BY AN BLACKRURN AND RANDY BOSWELL, SASKATCHEWAN LEADER-POST

The Canadian povernment spent almost
$300,000 at a controversial auction in
Toronto on Monday night to buy a Victoria
Cross awarded to First World War hero
Robert Shankland, preventing the iconic
medal from leaving the country.

A set of ning military decorations given
to Shankliand — who was one of the three
“Valour Road” soldiers from the same
Winnipeg street who earned
V(s in the 1914-18 war —
was sold for $288,000 to offi-
cials from the Canadian
Museum of Civilization Corp.,
the federal Crown corporation
that oversees the Canadian
War Museum in Ottawa.

The hammer price of
$240,000, plus a buyer’s pre-
mium to be paid to sale organ-
izer Bonhams Canada, pushes
the total to $288,000.

News of the outcome
came as a “delight” to Murray
Burt, author of a forthcoming
100th anniversary history of the Winnipeg-
based Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders,
Shankland’s former regiment.

The regiment had been engaged in a
“quiet™ fundraising effort ahead of the auc-
tion to acquire the medal if the top bidder on
Monday was a foreign collector.

“It really is a relief,” Burt told Canwest
News Service minutes after the sale of
Shankland’s VC and the rest of his medal set.
“I don’t think there’s a better place for it
than the Canadian War Museum.”

He added that the regiment had “sub-
stanitial philanthropists on our side” in case
a fundraising drive had been necessary to
Ikeep the medals in Canada,

“This means that we won’t have a pro-
tracted hassle” to raise cash and prevent the
export of Shankland’s decorations.

The planned auction of the Victoria
Cross, awarded to Shankland for “most con-
spicuous bravery” in leading an attack
against the Germans at Passchendaele in
1917, had prompted the federal NDP — with
backing from the Royal Canadian Legion

— to introduce a bill 1ast month that would

autlaw such sales in the future.
The medal set iucluded the “very scarce’

combination of Shankland’s VC and his
Distinguished Conduct Medal — won in
1916 for rescuing a team of Canadian

stretcher bearers under enciny fire,

Veterans Affairs Minister Greg
Thompson had already vowed to do “what-

Victoria Cross of Robert Shankland, one of the trio of First World

War heroes from Winnipeg’s “Valour Road’
Photograph by; Handout, Canwest Mews Sorvice

ever it takes™ to keep Shankland’s VC in
Canadian hands, and provisions under the
federal Culiural Property Review Board
would have compelled any foreign buyer of
the medal to accept a matching offer from a
Canadian collector or public institution with-

in six months,

“These medals are a powerful part of our
nation’s history and they are staying in
Canada — where they belong,” Veterans
Affairs Minister Greg Thompson told

Canwest News Service Monday night.

Burt said Thompson’s vow had been
“very comforting” to the Cameron

Highlanders.

“His heart seemed to be in the right

place.”

Previous attermpts to auction examples of
the country’s highest military decoration —
awarded only 94 times in the Canada’s his-
tory, and not once since 1945 — have

prompted controversy.

In 2004, with the family of Toronto-born
Second World War medic Fred Topham
poised to auction his Victoria Cross -
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carned through several daring dashes into no
man’s land in 1945 — the federal Liberal
government of the day vowed to block the
sale or to purchase the medal.

In the end, a public fundraising cam-
paign spearheaded by the veterans of the [st
Canadian Parachute Battalion - Topham’s
former unit—raised $300,000 to prevent the
medal’s sale to a British collector,

Topham’s VC was later donat-
ed to the Canadian War Museum
— now the likely home of
Shankland’s medal following its
acquisition by the museun’s par-
ent corporation,

Shankland, who immigrated to
Canada from Scotland in 1910 and
settled in Winnipeg, earned his
Victoria Cross in October 1917
during one of the bloodiest battles
of the First World War.

Alieutenant with the Cameron
Highlanders, he was credited in his
VC citation with “most conspicu-
ous bravery and resource in action under
critical and adverse conditions,”

The official description of his exploits
describes how Shankland “rallied the rem-
nant of his own platoon and men of other
companies, disposed them to command the
ground in front, and inflicted heavy casual-
ties upon the retreating enemy, Later, he dis-
persed a counter-attack, thus enabling sup-
porting troops to comne up unmolested.”

Shankland lived before the war on
Winnipeg’s Pine Street, along with two other
fiture Victoria Cross recipients -— Cpl. Leo
Clarke and Sgt.-Major Frederick Hall,

The street was later renamed Valour
Road in honour of the First World War
heroes.

Neither Clarke nor Hall survived the
1914-18 conflict. But Shankland returned
to Canada, working in Winnipeg and
Vancouver before — at the age of 53 —
rejoining the Camerons in the Second World
‘War and serving in Britain as an officer at the
Canadian army headquarters.

Shankland died in 1968 at age 80 and is
buried in Vancouver.




The Artist — A Short Story

By James J. Antonio

By day, Pierre Bracquemond worked at the Royal Canadian Mint as a die maker and engraver, and, at night, or any other time he
happened not to be working, he painted pictures. He preferred doing portraits but occasionally ventured out on better-weather
days to do a cityscape or landscape. Ottawa, being home to a number of beautiful parks, especially the Ornamental Gardens, and
some wonderful older buildings, was most inspirational. His 'forte' being portraits, however, Pierre had trouble finding anyone
willing to sit for hours in his studio while he, as if trying to chase flies away, fussily flicked at a piece of stretched canvas, He
rosotted, therefore, to doing pictures of people he saw in magazines, jumping for joy on those rare occasions when he managed to
hook a real model to sit for a few dollars an hour wither through a chance meeting or friend, or even via a small classified ad. The
ads, rare things that they were, ran thus: Hopeful and happy painter (male) seeks cheery model (male or female) for portraiture;
remuneration,

Pierre was just past thirty, a tall, thin young man with an eccentric, almost criminal look about him. Some of it came from the way
he dressed, usually in black and white, rarely any other color, the clothes themselves expensive items, neither dress nor casual but
lying somewhere in between. Classy definitely. It was a blue moon when his black shoes weren't as shiny as the coins that came off
the presses. And about these, the coins, he was a bit disapproving regarding the austetity of Her Majesty's face. Unlike his own
where there always seemed to be the beginnings of a smile to soften his sharp, pointed face -- just a spark and there it would be,
amazingly wide and happy for a small mouth. He had short black hair, a close-cropped moustache and goatee, and, with his
obvious pallor, these appeared to be nothing more than neat swaths of paint. He had piercing, amazingly blue eyes, a long, pointy
nose, and a mildly jutting chin.

Pierre raced home one afternoon in his black Audi and pulled up with a screech in front of the imposing Georgian brownstone on
Rue de Villgjust. He was eager to put the finishing touches on the portrait of his superior, the CEQ and Master of the Mint, Mr.
Felix Turner. It was a beautiful day in June but he paid the sunny, blue skies little attention as he skittered up the walk by the
pillowy beds of starry Lavender Queen aubrietas and into the house, so taken up with the project that he left his car keys in the
ignition. As usualatthis time of day, his mother was in the kitchen preparing supper.

“Hello,” he said in acknowledgement, and then on up the steps he hopped, chortling to himself about the grocery list he'd noticed
on the counter by the sink.

How he'd had fun with that not so very long ago! The trick was to add a renegade item or two in his motber's handwriting. She had
seldom fallen for it, but once in a while mistakenly brought an unwanted culprit or two home. Only mildly reprimanded, he'd
gotten the greatest kick out of it. It was simply something to do for a thrill, that was all there was to it. And didn't kids get into some
kind of mischiefevery now and again?

“You're a prankster!” she'd admonish, shaking her head mirthfully,

His room had French doors that opened onto a smmall balcony,
where he'd sit at the little table in good weather drawing or ;
just sipping an espresso, From there he could gaze at the fruit i i

Jtrees in the backyard, — a cherry, two MeclIntosh apple, and a MnnnE s l:an HEEIIIZI! Tﬂl] Markﬂl PI‘II}BS H"‘ Y"
peach —, finding them especially inspirational in the spring in
their regalia of pastel blossoms. There was a tall red maple off
to the left, and a collection of crusty old rose bushes along the
fence that reminded him of gnarled witches' claws ready to
prick anyone who came near, He was amazed by the galaxy of
buds that still appeared, almost like magic, all the summer
long, opening like bright children's eyes, It was incredible for

such an ancient clan! There were flowers out there too, CALL CHARLES MOORE TODAY!

annuals and perennials in small numbers and, in particular, . . .
geraniums, which his mother had a preference for, their Professional, courteous service since 19689.

numbers far in excess of the rest. “Durability,” she liked to Very competitive commission rates.
say. “They can fake the cold and the heat. They can stand
anything and still look good. And that's how you ought to be,

We invite you to be part of our sensationa! auctions. To include
your holdings in one of our upcoming auctions and learn from your
own personal experience why “send to MOORE'S!" is a decisian
being made by more and more collectors and dealers when it
comes time to select an auction house.

Now accepting consignments for

Picrre!” Upcoming Coin Show Auctions
He kept the room neat. There were no unfinished canvases

lying around and anything completed had a frame. His work ]

was in a playpen, off in a corner, the pictures standing M 0 D R E s

together like dominoes. His easel and stool seemed to be
waiting for him like old friends beside the French doors, a
chosen spot in recognition of his appreciation for natural
light. The stool, made of maple and sporting the sheen of

“CANADA’S LEADING NUMISMATIC
AUCTIONEER”
P.O. Box 5233, Walnut Creck, CA. USA 94596

Tel: (925) 946-0150 Fax: (925) 930-
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CONTINUED - The Artist

ages, matched the hardwood floor, which had been put down years and years ago in long, fcan, reassuring planks, gleaming from
what could have been a third, or even a forth wash of varnish. When the sun peered at it, the floor took on a tremendous glare, as of
polished silver. There was a single bed, which he made each and every morning before setting out for the mint, and a plain
Victorian table, which served as a desk, smallish, with two drawers, pushed up against a wali to give it backing for arow of books.
His brushes and paints were kept in a painter's box on the floor, everything in it clean, organized, always ready for use. He took
some change out of his pocket, a couple of quarters, a dime, a nickel, and two pennies, and set it on the desk. The quarters were
most obvious: there she was, Her Majesty with that austere look. How he wished he could so something about that! In fact, lately
he found himself brooding over the portrait more and more often. He sat on the bed and took off his shoes. Then, in black
stockinged feet, he padded over to the closet, opened it, and placed the loafers right there in their spot, beside his dress boots. He
shut the closet and eagerly approached the easel, the palms ofhis hands clammy.

Pierre was nervous, but not in any incapacitating way. [t was merely the fuse of excitement for a later explosion of creativity. He
wanted to paint right', But what was 'right' and what was 'wrong' when it came to art? He pushed his long, slender hands into his
pockets and studied the oil on canvas of Mr. Felix Turner. There he was, the CEO, austerely staring at him (just like the Queen of
England!), his short hair all there, tinged with gray, a perfect brush on a squarish head. The man's eyes were dark, unmoving,
paralyzing almost, his nose short, pugnacious, and, bencath, a trim little bold and brassy moustache capped, just like the outline of
an arrowhead, the small, adamant, unsmiling mouth. The painting was in the Impressionist way and Pietre had to admit, and he
was only being honest and not egotistical, that if he stepped back it was fine work and the Mintmaster was indeed a healthy-
looking specimen with his full ruddy face and his yes! austere look.

He opened his box of tricks, took out the paints and a tiny brush, and , after a time, had managed to put a smile, albeit almost
imperceptible, on the man's face.

The next day, Pietre, standing by the rolling machine with earplugs in his ears, was inspecting a fresh strip of nickel before it
headed off to the blanking machine, when the mintmaster seemed to materialize out of nowhere. He had a sort of eager look on his
face. Pietre was surprised to see him at all because he rarely set foot in the production area. Mr. Turner motioned for him to come.

In the quiet of the well-lit hallway, earplugs dangling from his fingertips, Pierre nodded upon hearing the question, and said, “Yes,
sir, it's just about ready. Do you want me to bring ithere?”

“Yes, I do,” came the curt response.
Pierre, after several days deliberation on the quality and thoroughness of the portrait, brought the painting to work and, not finding
the Master of the Mint in his 'bureat’, laid it carefully on Mr. Turner's very neat and uncluttered desk. It was wrapped up in an old,
but clean, sheet, and, for a moment, he stood there gazing at it open-mouthed, wondering if the stern man would like it, wondering
more, and anxiously, if he'd appreciate the new, more upbeat visage. Well, he ought to, Pierre told himself, because the world
needs asmile. So beit!

It was a long and uncertain month for the artist because he heard nothing at all from the Mintmaster. He went about his work
dutifully nonetheless, as he always did, cringing whenever he saw Mr. Turner or even so much as glimpsed him out of the corner of
his eye. One day, the man surprised him, nudging him from
behind. Pierre spun around, startled. The Mintmaster said
nothing, his face stern and expressionless as he handed him the
envelope. He simply turned then and walked off, straight as a
poker, as if he'd merely been to the washroom or gone through
the wrong door.

Pierre waited until after work, when he was in his hot, sunbaked
car, to open the envelope. Qut of the end he drew the check, more
money even than they'd agreed upon, and a note too that read:
Delightful, Pierre! Absolutely delightful! Pierre breathed a sigh
of relief, The CEO and Master of the Mint was satisfied, and, he
mused, despite his uncompromising and severe look, he did
after all have a sense of humor and a drop or two of joy! It was
just the impetus he needed, and he drove home with a grin,
pondering "it'.

A man in a coffee shop a few months afterwards was the first to
notice the trace of a smile on the brand new quarter on the table .
in front of kim. The coin was with a couple of older ones, and a Willard Burton
dime and a nickel. The man was middle-aged, in jeans and a HEz 6360
heavier coat for the icy cold and, unemployed, was a bit down on
himself. His hair was light brown, short, graying in places, and
parted neatly on one side, but it was obvious he hadn’t shaved.
His long faced needed a lift and his eyes some twinkle and that
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CONTINUED - The Artist

was what happened when he took up the quarter and gave it a closer look. Despite not having his glasses, the smile on the face of
Queen Elizabeth was conspicuous enough. He smiled too, and there, for a moment, his woes were forgotten. He showed the coin
to someone else, who told someone else, and so on and on it went. And soon everyone was looking for coins with the portrait of the
smiling Queen,

Felix Turner sat at his desk one morning in February, gazing out the window at the bare branches of the oak and maple trees as they
seemed to reach up to the bright blue sky and the sunshine in a desperate way, entreating nature to hurry things along so they could
make their new suits of foliage. The trees were ugly, the Mintmaster thought, not pleasing to look at at all, and certainly much
more pleasant to the eye with all their leaves. He seldom even glanced at them at this time of year, but now it occurred to him how
greatly he appreciated their greenness, their physical expression of life in the warm months. They were inspiring then, a token of
reassurance from the Almighty that life did indeed go on and was in constant renewal. He wagged his head and even smiled. He
locked at the six coins on his barren desk. There was a penny, a nickel, a dime, a quarter, and a loonie and toonie too. All ofthem
had the portrait of the smiling Queen. He had to admit, Pierre was a real wiz with dies. What could he do with a fellow like that?
After all, the portrait was not exactly comical, not hilarious at all but, in its subtlety, it did lend a certain aura of happiness and joy
to the coins. It was done, definitely, in good taste. He was almost sure no one was going to make much of a stir about it. But therein
lay the problem. It was he, Felix Turner, who would now have to bear the brunt of it all. There would be politicians to answer to,
sure enough, and likely Queen Elizabeth herself. He'd had only one phone call so far concerning the matter, from the Prime
Minister oh, and another too from a member of parliament who said that, although he liked 'the look', he didn't quite approve of it
The'Smiling Queen Variety' was born.,

“That Pierre!” said the Mintmaster out loud with a smile. “That crafty Pierre!”

Aheadline on the front page of one of the national newspapers that summer announced in big, black, bold letters:
QUEEN LIKES NEW COINPORTRAIT, DECLARING IT PEACEFUL AND UPLIFTING

End

George Manz Coins & Auctions presents Auction #7

Submitted by George Manz

ONA member George Manz has announced that the Regina Coin Club’s Fall Show will be the venue for the seventh in a series of
auctions by George Manz Coins & Auctions. The auction includes part IV of the Georg Manz Senior Collection (the father of the
auctioneer) as well as Part VI of the Roy Miller Collection,

The first lot at auction among the 298 lots is an Athenian tetradrachm that depicts Athena on the obverse and an owl on the reverse.
The beautiful silver coin is expected to realize $750. Other ancients include a Roman Imperial AE follis of Galerius as Augustus
and a Chinese Wang Mang spade issued 7-22 AD. World coin highlights include a Colombian leper coin, a British Trade Dollar,
and a rare Straits Settlements 1883 10 cents. The small American section is led by an 1888S Morgan, a 1900 Quarter Eagle in
MS-64 and a 1909D $5 Half Eagle. Canadian decimal coins are once again the strength of this auction, including a large number of
hard-to-get varieties. The 10 cents section includes two rare 1875H 10 cents, including one graded VF-30 by CCCS that is
expected to reach $2250. The 25 cents section includes a rare 1951 Low Relief graded MS-62 by ICCS. By farthe most interesting
section is the silver dollar section, with altnost every coin having a variety mentioned on the certification, The highlight is a 1948
silver dollar with a die rotation, graded MS-60 by ICCS that is expected to sell for $2200. Gold coins include an outstanding
1918C sovereign graded MS-63 by [CCS with a $1500 estimate and a 1914 $5 gold graded MS-62 by PCGS that is expected to
realize $2000, Newfoundland coins include a 1940 Re-Engraved Date 1 cent, a 1904H 20 cents with rotated dies, and three $2
gold coins, including a scarce 1872 {one of only 6,000 struck) graded AU-58 by NGC. Errors include arate 1875H 25 cents struck
off center with a baseball cap type effect and several other hard to find coins that somehow slipped out of Canadian and American
mints. Rare tokens include Wellingtons with die rotations and clips, a Blacksmith token, a Devins & Bolton token, and a one-of-a-
kind 1885 Willow Bunch 50 cents token. The diverse auction also includes counterstamps, encased coins, a hobo nickel, wooden
nickels, a communion token, trade dollars and commemorative and military medals. Paper money is led by a rare FHudson’s Bay
Company note and a 1935 English Small Seal $20 featuring Princess Elizabeth,

The auction will take place at the Regina Coin Club’s Fall Show on Saturday September 19 at the Western Christian College gym
in Regina.

Those wishing to receive the auction catalogue by email should send theit email address to Georse Manz at

george@georgemanzcoins.com, The catalogue can also be viewed at www.georgemanzcoins.com. There is no buyer’s fee in this
auction.
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Courtesy of the London Numismatic Society

THE SHELL ADVERTISING CARD FOR
W. A. MURRAY & CO., TORONTO, ONTARIO
-PREVIOUSLY UNLISTED-
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By Len Buth FCNRS

obv. Liberty Head 1868, brass shell  rev. cream coloured cardboard
actual size 34mm

Shell cards [also referred to as embossed business or advertising cards] are relatively rare for
Canadian merchant issuers and seldom seen, although nearly 1,000 cards are now recorded
for United States issuers [1]. These advertising cards began to appear in the decade 1866 -
1876 following the US Civil War. It is known at least 15 manufacturers were involved in the
production of the US cards. At this time, there are ten known Canadian issuers of shell cards,
and undoubtedly most of these cards were produced in the US, as they are identical to the US

counterpart ones.

The W. A, Murray & Co. card was recently discovered and does not appear to have been pre-
viously recorded.

William Allan Murray was born on August 5, 1814 at Ravelson, Scotland, the son of William
and Margaret [Carfrae] Murray. W. A. Murray received his education at Perth, Scotland, but
owing to an early death of his father, he was compelled to leave his studies and enter the work
force in order to care for his younger brothers. He was introduced to the dry goods business
while working for a firm in Limetick, Ireland, where in 1844 he married Jane Anit Macnamara.
They had seven children: Mary Jane; William Thomas; Charles Stuart; James Peter; John
Alexander; Elizabeth Honora; and Margaret Helena. In 1854 the family came to Canada, to join
Mr. W. A. Murray’s brother Alexander in business in Hamilton, Ontario. [In 1856 W. A. Murray
and his family moved to Toronto, Ontario to form a dry goods partnership with G. B. Wylie with
the business known as Wylie & Murray. This partnership dissolved in 1860, with W. A. Murray
buying the assets to form the W. A. Murray & Co. A Mr. John Drynan subsequently took an
interest in the firm in 1872, with W. A. Murray’s sons William T., James P., and John A. also

becoming involved in the business.
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The W. A. Murray & Co. firm was highly regarded and a substantial enterprise which continued
to grow and prosper during the period 1870’s - 1890’s. Originally occupying store space at 21
& 23 King Street East, they had expanded the business by 1888 to encompass 17 - 27 King
St. E., in a building that also fronted on the street south, 10-14 Colborne Street. Their five-
storey building had inventory including all sorts of dry goods, notions, millinery, boots & shoes,
furnishings, carpets, china, etc. They were especially known for their tailoring, silks, satins,
cashmeres, velvets and dress fabrics of every description. Staff employed included over 300
clerks and they also had an active mail order business with clients extending from Halifax, NS
to Vancouver, BC. The were prominent newspaper advertisers and in 1897 were recorded to
have double the amount of advertising of a competitor, the T. Eaton & Co.

Mr. W. A, Murray was well respected for his business acumen and crossed the Atlantic 119
times to purchase suitable goods to import and sell. His business always occupied his
undivided attention and it is reported that he had little time for public life or politics, although he
was a close friend of Sir John A. Macdonald [1815-1891], Canada’s first Prime Minister. Mr.
Murray remained active in management until 1890. He died on September 7, 1891, at the age
of 77. The business continued after W. A. Murray’s death, becoming incorporated in 1899 as
W. A. Murray and Co. Ltd. By 1915 the company merged with another competitor, the John
Kay, Son & Company to form Murray-Kay Company, Limited. This latter company ceased op-
erations in January 1925, thus bringing an end to the “Murray” name from the Toronto depart-
ment stores scene. The business demise was, in part, the result of major competition from two
other department stores burgeoning at the new Toronto retail hub located 3 blocks north from
King Street, at Queen and Yonge Streets. These competitors, and marketers to be reckoned
with were none other than the Robert Simpson Co. [formed in 1872] and the T. [Timothy] Eaton
Co. [formed in 1869]. The latter two firms dominated the Canadian department stores arena
for most of the twentieth century.

Photos of the store, a newspaper advertisement and a small butter dish ordered by The W. A.
Murray & Co. Ltd. for one of their Toronto clients from the English firm of John Maddock &
Sons Lid., are appended below.

Sources & Acknowledgements;

[11 TAMS [Token & Medal Society] Vol. 45, Issue 5, Oct. 2005 & Vol. 45, Issue 6, Dec. 2005
- Toronto newspapers - The Empire - Sept. 8, 1891
- The Globe - Sept. 10, 1891
- The Toronto Mail - Sept. 8, 1891
- various 1874 - 1925 _
- “Commemorative Biographical Record of the County of York, Ontario”,
J.H. Beers & Co. Toronto, 1907.
- “History of Toronto & County of York, Ontario” - C. Backett Robinson, Toronto Publisher 1885
- “Toronto lllustrated 1893” - Published 1893 by the Consolidated lllustration Co. Reprinted
1992 by The Ontario Genealogical Society, Toronto
- “The Barnums of Business - Depariment Stores and Their Relations to Trade, Property &
Wages” - John H. Macintyre, Sheppard Publishing Co. 1897
- Various Business and Trade Directories - including: Mitchells & Co.; R. G. Dun & Co.; Brad-
streets
- Thanks to Scott Douglas and Larry Laevens for information supplied.
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W A. MUR RAY & CQ
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The Globe, November 12, 1881 Advertisement

Exterior view circa 1900
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Interior view circa 1200

Butter Dish ordered by W. A. Murray Co. Ltd. for their Toronto client, St. Charles Hotel.
Actual size 79mm
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KNOWN CANADIAN ISSUERS
OF
SHELL ADVERTISING CARDS

***********‘k******'k***'k*******************************************‘Jt*

By Len Buth, FCNRS

A concurrent article on the shell advertising card issued by W. A. Murray & Co., Toronto,
Ontario will provide some background information concerning these cards. As mentioned in
the Murray article, there are not many known Canadian merchants who issued these advertis-
ing pieces. Based on the writer’s research, only 10 issuers are known at this time.

As the Canadian cards are generally identical to their US counterparts, it is presumed most of
the Canadian pieces were made in the USA. However, it will be noted below one of the issu-
ers was J. K. Cranston from Galt, Ontario. As Cranston was involved in the sale and making of
metal and cardboard tokens, it is again presumed he may have arranged for his own shell card
and perhaps those of other merchants.

The known Canadian issuers of shell cars are:

Name City Date Obv. Obv. Rev. Notes
shown type* metal paper
colour

QUEBEC
1. John Galbraith Montreal - beaver alum salmon
2. A. P. Savage Maontreal 1868 LH brass mauve
ONTARIO
3..H. E. Clarke Toronio 1868 LH brass  pink
4a. J.K.C. [J.K.Cranston] Galt 1858 LH brass  pink

b, JK.C. Galt 1868 LH brass  pink Good for $1.
5a. W.C, Edwards & Co Rockland 1868 LH brass cream Good for $1.

b. same 1870 LH brass cream Good for 50c
6. W.C, Hoag Straffordville 1876 LH brass  mauve
7. Horsman & Co. Uxbridge 1870 LH brass  brass br both sides
8. Richard Horsman St. Thomas 1868 SL brass  brass br both sides
9, J. Lowe Hamllton 1867 8L brass green
10. W.A. Murray & Co Toronto 1868 LH brass cream

* LH = Liberty Head, SL - Seated Liberty
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There is one other shell card that will be mentioned here as it is of interest due to its reference
to the Canadian firm, the Hudson's Bay Company. The issuer however is a New York
merchant. This is the card of:

F. W. Lasak’s Son - 682 Broadway, NY. - LH 1868 - brass embossed obverse and reverse -
reads “Russian, American and HUDSON'S BAY CO.” Furs.*

It is hoped this article may lead to readers identifying other issuers and different varieties of
cards. The writer would be most pleased to hear from anyone who may be able to contribute
additional information so that this small segment of Canadian exonumia may be expanded.

- Specimens of 1, 2, 4b, 5a & b, 6, 7 & 9 are in the Bank of Canada Currency Museum,
Ottawa, ON.

- Specimen of 8 is in a private collection.

- Specimens of 3 and 10 are in the collection of the writer.

Other specimens of the merchants listed above no doubt exist in other collections.

- 1 and 2 are recorded in “Tokens of Quebec” by Fred Bowman as 2095[a] and 3150]a)
respectively.

- 4a and 5b are record in “Trade Tokens of Ontario” by Fred Bowman as 404-I-A and
884-C-B respectively.

- 3 and 6 are record in TAMS Journal {Token and Medal Society] Vol. 45, issue 5,
October 2005 as Rulau: A75 and 302 respectively.

** The specimen in the writer's collection is ex Lot 667, Bowers and Merena, Inc. “The
Frontenac Sale” Nov. 20, 1991.

- Special thanks to Dr. Christopher Faulkner for supplying needed data for this article.

Card of - H. E. Clarke Card of - F. W. Lasak’s Son
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Courtesy of Timber Talk

MORE 2009 ONA CONVENTION WOODS CONTINUED FROM LAST MONTH
All the following woods are 38 mm In dicmeter

BLUE BLUE
NEWMARKET

MULTI BLUE
GRAND VALLEY

The first four woods were handed out ai the
convention while the last one was only
available in the registration kit.

WATERLOO
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CARLYLE COIN CLUB

This isn't a coin club as we know it, but rather a promotional and charitable effort by an Edmonton, Alberta
Group of orthodontists. The following is a quote | found online that explains the program. “At each regular
visit, patients are able to earn coins that they can collect and trade in for a variety of great rewards. Whether
you would like to “cash-in" your coins for a hot Wheels or lip Smackers, or save them up to get a gift certificate
to one of the stores listed on our coin club wall...it's up to you." The three doctors in the practice Drs. Carlyle,
Meador and Chung. '

Thanks to Bob Brown for
information on this wood. 435-3641
Q. Q
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Courtesy of the North York Coin Club

Wiy You NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THE “TICKEY”

South Africa’s 1898 gold threepence pro-
vides a valuable lesson on how a non-
circulating legal tender coin (NCLT) can
become a coveted collectible of lasting
numismatic interest. Collectors today won-
der how many of their era’s NCLT issues will
fare as well.

We readers of World Coin News appre-
ciate the timeliness of this question, Every
month, Colin Bruce 1I’s “World Coin
Roundup” gives us a global overview of new
coins. The majority of these, at least in a
typical month, comprises mint products
never intended for circulation,

One such piece struck over a century ago
recently fetched the second-highest figure,
1.4 million South African rands or about
UJS$185,000, ever paid for a South African
coin. We may draw from its story several
conclusions as to the conditions that foster or
impair the nunismatic potential of modern
NCLT issues.

The enigmatically named Sanmmy Marks
tickey, as South African collectors denote
their 1898 gold threepence, is difficult to
classify. Krause Publications joins South
African cataloger Brian Hern in treating it as
a pattern, We gain a better understanding of
it as a NCLT off-metal strike if we delve
into its meaning as a “tickey™ and ifs associ-
ation with Sammy Marks,

“Tickey” is long established South
African slang for a threepence. Of uncertain
origin bul arguably deriving from a Nguni
(Zulu, Xhosa) word meaning “something
small,” it became a fitting nickname for the
smallest silver coin in South Africa’s old
monetary system. A tickey was nothing spe-
cial; it was, quite simply, an ordinary coin.

Sammy Marks was extraordinary. Born
in Lithuania, he immigrated to southern
Africa where be made his fortune in the
Kimberley diamond fields. He later moved
to the Zuid Afrikaansche Republiek, the
famed Transvaal. Marks soon became one of
the ZAR’s first great industrialists. He initial-
ly focused on manufacturing and coal min-
ing, from which he diversified into gold.

The basis of the connection between the
1898 gold tickey and Marks was his double
role as a personal friend of the ZAR’s pres-
ident, Paul Kruger, and an unofficial finan-~
cial adviser to Kruger’s administration,
During the turbulent 1890s, Marks repeated-
ly securcd financing crucial to the comple-
tion of the government’s railroad project.

By Caris WOLTERMANN, WORLD Comv NEws

Marks sought to show his esteemn for the
people close to him by giving each of them
a most unusual memento. Pursuant to this
end, he arranged through Kruger’s interces-
sion the privilege of using the ZAR’s Pretoria
mint for one day. To their credit, Marks and
Kruger acted openly so as to avoid sugges-
tions of scandal,

Thus was born the Sammy Marks gold
tickey. The mint struck only 215 pieces, and
Marks proceeded to distribute them to his rel-
atives, friends and associates in government.

Surviving examples of the Marks tickey
are much outnumbered by benign replicas
and, to a lesser extent, counterfeits meant to
deceive. The genuine article does not differ,
except for its date and gold composition,
from silver threepences struck from 1892 to
1897, Official 1898 dies were used.
Ironically, these saw no other service as the
ZAR canceled its plans to coin silver in 1898.

The recent market performance of the
Marks tickey has been stunning. S A Coin,
whose senior broker Christine Jones negoti-
ated the sale of a pristine example for R1.4
million, affirms that such a piece would have
brought only R50,000 10 years ago.

Behind this price appreciation lie ele-
mental numismatic passions and other, more
mundane factors unique to South Africa. The
latter, principally the country’s tax-free treat-
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ment of numismatic profits and the influx of
blacks into the ranks of white collectors,
have amplified the effect of the former. Being
clear about this fact allows us to discern
whether other NCLT issues, including ones
now being coined in 2008, have anywhere
near the potential of the Marks tickey,

Pvedistilled from the story of the Marks
tickey three quasi-rules that scem to be deter-
minative. They are:

Rule #1: The coin should have a mean-
ingful relation to the history and/or culture of
the country of issue, NCLT pieces associat-
ed with some peripheral personage or an
obscure event fall far short of this standard.
So teo do coins minted long after the occur-
rence of an associated event or the death of
an honoree. In general, the more contempo-
raneous the minting is with a coin’s referent,
the better.

Rule #2: The coin should be recogniza-
ble as a coin in the context of the minting
authority’s circulating coinage. This means,
among other considerations, that the coin
should bear the denomination of an ordinary
workaday coin. The NCL1’s metallic com-
position should be common to some other
circulating coinage, even if, as in the case of
the Marks tickey, it is characteristic of differ-
ent denominations. Finally, the coin’s design
should not be too far removed, ifat all, from
that of its circulaiing counterpart.

Rule #3: The coin should be scarce.
Anything suggestive of contrived scarcity,
though, is a major negative. The ideal NCLT
issue has a small mint run, one sufficient to
satisfy the coin’s initial market upon its
release o the public, but which subsequent-
ly meets with unexpectedly strong collector
inferest,

Although the foregoing criteria may
seem too stringent for modern NCLT
coinage, they nevertheless are useful tools
for assessing which modern issues fall so
short that their potential for long-term collec-
tor interest is negligible. Pethaps the Sammy
Marks tickey is in a class by itself.

The pinnacle of South Africa’s NCLT
coinage will serve a function unimaginable
to Sammy Marks if it stimulates foreign
interest in South African numismatics,
Collectors and investors in South Africa have
created a robust domestic market whose
aliure is already becorning global,



Courtesy of The Collector (CTCCC)
WIDE & NARROW VARIETIES OF PREFIX W ON COUPONS PRINTED BY CTC

by Don Roebuck #5848

The prefix W appears on five of the coupons printed by
Canadian Tire Corporation: the orange and black Gas Bat
coupons CTC 2-D and CTC 4-D, the Sandy McTire cou-
pons MPIB-IOW and MP2C-5W, and the Gas War coupon
GWO0D2.

There are two major varieties of this prefix: a wide W,
which is about 4.4 mm wide, and whose lines are at an angle

of about 15 degrees {o the vertical, and a narrow W, which is
about 3.7 mm wide, and whose lines are at an angle of about
12 degrees to the vertical.

Which variety appears where? Here is what | have found
in my own rather Incomplete collection, supplemented by the
illustrations in the Bilodeau Guide, 6th Edition:

Coupon with one W: CTC 2-D
wide W
narrow W (x)

Coupons with two W's: CTC 4-D MP1B 10W Mp2C 5W GW 002
two wide W's X
two narrow W's (x} X X
left wide, right narrow
left narrow, right wide X X

(I have put parentheses around the ones that | have
only seen in the Bilcdeau Guide, because I'm not absolutely
sure about them, It's hard to measure something accurately
when it's printed in halftone dots, especially when it's scaled
down.)

And now it's up to other collectors to fill in the gaps. ('l
keep the records, so send photocopies to Don Roehuck, 110
Dewbourne Ave., Toronta, Ont., M6C 1Y7.)

There also seem to be some minor differences among
the W's, of hoth major varieties. (For example, the mid-point

of the W may be flatter, or rounder, or more pointed.) Inh my
personal opinion, these minor differences are not significant
from a collscting point of view, but they might be useful if, for
example, you were trying to dseterming how many of these
coupons were printed on a sheel. (There is, arguably, a third
major variety of the CTC's prefix W, the huge W that appears
only on the problematic Sasaki-Muncaster orange and black
Gas Bar coupons. From the illustration in vol. 2, no. 2 of the
Collector, I'd say that it’s about 5.8 mm wide, |Us also taller
than the other prafix W's.)

THIS COUPON WITH 5¢
15 WORTH L v oUR

517709 LUBRH'QR\UMW HLT703 )

TOWARD AN OI. CHANGE QR A GREASE JOB

MOR-POWER GAS BARS

W 0379227,

S S

W 069378 .8 Woas9378

GW002 with both W’s wide

GWO002 with both W's narrow

CW 138354 T

GWO02 with left W narrow, right W wide
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Courtesy of the North York Coin Club

The Sandwich is
Not Just for Lunch!

The well-loved “sandwich™ has a variety
of meanings, hardly as many as the possible
fillings available at the deli counter, but still
a source of poessible confusion for the coin
collector. It’s a very commoniy used word,
50 it’s not surprising that the coin hobby has
adopted it.

Wikpedia says that “The first form of
sandwich is atiributed to the ancient Jewish
sage Hillel the Elder, who is said to have put
meat from the Paschal lamb and bitter herbs
ingide matzo (or flat, unleavened bread) dur-
ing Passover.,” The English earl, Lord
Sandwich, is credited with assembling a
hasty ineal of bread and filling, which was
dubbed the sandwich in his honour,

So, what does all this have to do with
coins? Well, in case you hadn’t noticed, coin
collectors have a habit of applying nick-
names to their coins and sandwich is well on
the way to becoming a favourite.

After all, the term has long since been
applied to our clad coinage, a natural consid-
ering that when you put a sheet of one metal
between two other sheets of different metals,
what point is there in avoiding the obvious?

One word of caution is important here as
the misconception is rampant that *“clad”
applies only to a copper core between layers
of copper nickel. Actually, any metals or
alloys can be used in making a clad coin, To
point out just a couple, the 40-percent sil-
ver Kennedy halves have silver in the core
and the clad layers, as do the 40 percent
silver Eisenhower dollars.

If that were the only instance of
using the term in the hobby,
I’d need to pontificate about
the earl, but there are other
uses,

For instance—and a fre-
quent question—coins with
extra, incuse, reversed design ele-
ments are also called sandwich coins,
because they are made by stacking three
coins, (or two coing and an anvil) and hitling
them with a hammer or squeezing them ina
vige. The “filling” gets incuse versions of the
designs from the other two coins.

A NUMISMATIC SANDWICH
BY ALAN HERBERT, COINS MAGAZINE

Point to watch here is that the sandwich
may be filled, or it can be open faced. Think
about it.

There are at least three numismatic
meanings for the term;

1. A clad coin that has a solid core, sur-
rounded by clad layers.

2. Analtered coin, produced by sandwich-
ing a coin between two others,

3. This one is something of a surprise. An
expert in English coins understood sand-
wich to mean two coins soldered togeth-
er. That was a new usage to me. Although
English collectors, like their American
counterparts, have a similar tendency to
use slang and nicknames when referring
to their coins.
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Actually, there is a precedent for the
United States’ clad coinage. Seems that clad
coinage has been around for some time. The
Greeks instituted a silver-clad copper
coinage after A.D. 700.

I know I’'m going to miss one or more
important usages of the term, bui my loyal
readers will be more than happy to fill in the
blank spots in my memory,

While on the topic of sandwich coins, it
wouldn’t hurt to explain that there are af
least two ways of producing clad coins. The
U.S. Mint started out in the mid-1960s with
an expensive process that depended on a
thin layer of explosive to bond the clad lay-
ers to the core. It quickly wrecked their
budget and they were busy searching for a
cheaper alternative.

The method they found uses pressure to
bond the metal layers together. For the col-
lector of minting varieties, the appearance of
sandwich coins lacking one or both slices of
bread made them highly collectible. This
bonding method was introduced in 1967.

A bonding process line was installed at
the newest Philadelphia Mint in 1969, dou-
bling the cost of the building to more than
$30 million, only to be abandoned later in
favour of purchasing bonded strip from out-
side suppliers. Remember, this was the
cheaper process!

Bonding, coating and plating have some
very common roots, The U.S. Mint persist-
ed, for public refations reasons, in describ-
ing the 1943 sicel cents as “coated” with
zine, when it was actually plated.

Confusing the three terms is quite easy
until you sit down and study them closely.
Plating usually involves transferring

one metal onto another using elec-
tricity, but there are actually other
methods, such as to accomplish
anodizing, or even chemical
plating.

All of which takes us far
from our original sandwich,
but it serves as a gentle nudge

to ensure you have an appetite
for the right terms.



Courtesy of the South Wellington Coin Society

Indian Diamond Jubilee

DID YoUu KNOW......7

By Scott E. Douglas

that in 1876 the Fitst Nations peoples signed over all of theit land in Assiniboia (Alberta) and

Saskatchewan to the Government of Canada for what amounted to agricultural assistance and an eatly form of
‘medicate’? Following its assumption of sovereignty over the North-West Tetritories, the Government of
Canada began hegotiating a series of numbered treaties with the native peoples of this region of Canada.
‘I'teaty #6 was signed on August 26, 1876 by the Cree, Chipewyan and Saulteaux Tribes. The amount of land
involved was 309,760 square kilometers and in return these First Nations peoples would move to designated
newly established Reserves. On the Resetves the natives would receive the benefit of newly built schools, fatm
animals, agticultural tools and farming instruction, Treaty #6 also allowed for the provision of medicine and
an assurance of Government protection in case of “.....any pestilence or general famine.” Fhis treaty was
signed at Fort Carlton, Saskatchewan. It has been suggested that even though a translator was present that
the Fitst Nations people really did not fully understand exactly what they werte signing,

-/ “CARLTON

L. SASKATCHEWAN

1936

August 11-12\

B e ot Breedd b T £y B
YA i oLty Tiriiine

.;x.\.n__":ﬁ. \ :

Howevet, at the Indian Diamond Jubilee Celebration August 11, 1936 the
prologue of the Cree Ttibe stated in part ....we have come together once again
to re-enact before your gaze the Treaty #6, by which we gave our lands away,
yes, willingly, nor would we wish it changed.” This two day gala affair was
attended by Lady and Baron Tweedsmuir of England. Baron Tweedsmuir was
the Governor General of Canada and was made a chief of the Cree Nation in a
ceremony at the Jubilee, There were several presentations to First Nations
leaders as well as to other attending dignitaries by Fitst Naiions leaders. The
highlight of the Jubilee was a re-enactment of part of the Treaty #6 negotiations
in which Chief Sam Swimmer and Chief Joseph Dreaver along with several
others took part. The sixty year celebration was a huge success and was
commemorated by a medal produced by Birks. This medal is one of the few
mementoes left as a reminder of an important part of our Canadian history.

The medal produced by Bitks to celebtate 60 years of Treaty #6.
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Courtesy of the London Numismatic Society

BANK OF LONDON NOTES
Graham Esler FRNS, FCNRS

When Bill Clarke and | decided 1o investigate the Bank of London in 1965 there were three
known notes, all Fives.

One, 00627/_ was held by the University of Western Ontario; the second 10011/B, illustrated in
C. S. Howard’s Canadian Banks and Bank Notes, A Record, was in the Bank of Montreal
Collection and the third, 00013/C which was purchased at the CNA Auction (lot 1277) in 1959
by Byron Swayze and, subsequently, obtained by S. S. Carroll for the National Currency
Collection, Bank of Canada.

By the time we finished our article a fourth note, 09820/8B had been discovered and found its
way to the National Currency Collection as part of an exchange involving the Swayze note.

In 1966, as a result of an enquiry to the British American Bank Note Company regarding the
Bank of London, the President Richard P. White supplied the following information (personal
correspondence).

However, an old vault record indicates we engraved $5,
$10, $20, $50 and $100 notes for this Bank about 1883.

This was the first indication that denominations other than $5 notes should exist.

In 1970, the National Currency Collection obtained a $10 note from a private source in London.
This note was shown, originally, to Keith Greenham, proprietor of Forest City Coins and
Stamps. He referred the owner to S. S, Carroll, Chief Curator of the National Currency Collec-
tion.

In 1978, the Minute Book of the Bank of London was discovered in St. Thomas, Ontario in the
possession of a descendant of one of the directors of the Bank who was instrumenta!l in wind-
ing up its affairs after the failure of the Bank. Preserved between the pages of the minute book
were sheets of remainder notes for ali denominations, which had been punch cancelled PAID.
For the first time the designs of the $20, $50 and $100 notes were available to collectors and
researchers.

The following is the list of the remainder notes:
$5.00 one cut note

a partial sheet of three notes 23337/A,B,C. (D position is missing).

$10.00 a partial sheet of three notes 07493/A,B,C. (D position is missing)
$20.00 a sheet of two notes 0995/A.B
$50.00 and $100.00 a sheet of two notes 0994/AA.
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The $5 and $10 notes were printed in sheets of four (A, B, C, D)
The $20 notes appear to have been printed in sheets of two (A, B).

There is also the possibility that the 20s, 50s and 100s were printed in sheets of four - on 20:
20: 50: 100 with the corresponding position letters A:B:A:A.

This information was recorded in the The Canadian Paper Money Society Journal (Vol. X1V,
No. 3, July 1978, pp 91 - 94). | suspect that the author of the article was Ruth McQuade who
not only was the editor of The Journal but also worked in the National Currency Collection at

the time.

The quantities of notes printed, as listed in the article, is the same as those recorded in the
minute book. The discrepancy occurs in the number of unissued $5 notes listed as destroyed.
"The quantity listed in the article, 58,796 notes has always been puzzling. When | went back to
the minute book | found that an error had been made in the CPMS article in calculating the
number of sheets destroyed. The minute book indicates that the quantity of these notes
destroyed was 58,060 (Bank of London Minute Book, October 13, 1887, page 144).

A. Nurmbers of Bank of London Notes Printed.
$5 00001 - 25000 AB,CD 100,000 notes.
$10 00001 - 07500 A,B,C,D 30,000 notes
$20 00001 - 01000 A,B 2,000 notes
$50 00001 - 01000 A 1,000 notes
$100 00001 - 01000 A 1,000 notes

B. Number of Bank of London Notes Destroyed 1887 - 1888

Date $5 $10 $20 $50 $100
Oct. 13, 1887 58,000* 26,000* 2,000* 1,000* 1,000*
Oct. 16, 1887 2,060 440 .

Oct. 27, 1887 34,000 3,000

Nov. 9, 1888 2,470 295

Dec. 21, 1888 2,150 225

*Not issued

Total Destroyed 99,480 29,960 2,000 1,000 1,000
Total Unredeemed 520 40 0 0 0
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C. Number of Bank of London Notes Issued
$5 $10 $20 $50 $100
41,200 4.000 0 0 0

There are four fewer Bank of London notes unredeemed than previous thought, 520 rather
than 524.
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Courtesy of the North York Coin Club

INTERNATIONAL BANK No1E SocIETY CHOOSES SAMOAN IsSUE For
2009 BANKNOTE OF THE YEAR

W
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Samoa’s new 20 tala polymer bank nole wins
the international award for Bank Note of the Year

uaseruis TALR IS

Torinly Toly  ©
«renoG 28

From the
International Bank Note Society’s
web site pnww thefbns, org

After reviewing government banknote
issues worldwide last year, the International
Bank Note Society (IBNS) has selected their
Banknote of the Year from among the mary
countries that issued new currency designs
in 2008, This year, the International Bank
Note Society’s Board of Directors has cho-
sen as the most attractive new issue of 2008,
the Central Bank of Samoa’s 20-tala note.
Samoa’s 20-tala banknote beat eight other
banknotes nominated by IBNS members,
two of which were also from the Pacific
region.

With striking, eye-catching yellow and
gold colours and beld and innovative secu-
rity devices, the 20-tala note easily eclipsed
its competition in the views of the IBNS
judges. The judges liked the Central Bank’s
emphasis on foutism, achieved by highlight-
ing one of the nation’s picturesque water-
falls — a refreshing departure from the stan-
dard practice of portraying famous persons
on paper money. The reverse design was
also praised for featuring Samoa’s national
bird, the Manumea, and the national flower,
the Teuila; the two symbolizing the unique-
ness of Samoa’s natural environmnent.

Sharing the spotlight with the Central
Bank of Samoa is the designer and printer
of the banknote, UK-based De La Rue
Currency, one of the world’s foremost pro-
ducers of paper money and securities, De La
Rue’s creative blend of state-of-the-art secu-
rity features and design elements maintains
its long tradition of superior banknote
design and printing, significantly adding to
the appeal of the 20-tala banknote, accord-
ing to the IBNS Board,

e
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NEW 20 TALA BILL IS ‘BANK NOTE OF THE YEAR’
From the Samoa Observer, April 13, 2009

APIA, Samoa —The Samoan 20 Tala
currency note has won the International
Bank Note Society’s (IBNS) "2009 Bank
Note of the Year’ award.

The IBNS is an Organisation founded in
1961 with the objectives of promoting, stim-
ulating and advancing the study and knowl-
edge of world banknotes and paper curren-
cies. It has some 1,750 members throughout
the world who collect, research, and write
about aspects of paper money. And, for a
number of years, the IBNS has made an
award to recognise an exceptional banknote
issued each year. The award recognises the
artistic merit, imaginative design, and use of
security features in the winning banknote,

In his letter advising the Central Bank of
Samoa of the award, the IBNS President
Mr. Peter Symes stated “of the nine notes
short listed for our award this year, the 20
Tala note was a clear winner.” Mr. Symes
went on to congratulate the Central Bank of
Samoa and the printers of the note, De La
Rue and Company, on the magnificent
achievement, not only in producing the Bank
Nete of the Year, but also in preparing a
meritorious range of notes in the new series
of banknofes.

The design theme of the 20 Tala note is
‘Nature and the Environment.” These are
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represented by the Sopoaga waterfall and
native forest in the front, and our national
bird and national flower at the back of the
note. Like other notes in our new family of
banknotes, the 20 Tala exhibits a vibrant
colour palette, which is an important part of
the Bank’s design brief, Qur traditional
Samoan tattoo designs background all the
notes in the new family of banknotes.

The new Tala series of currency notes is
the first since the 1980s to involve a com-
plete redesign. This follows a decision by the
Central Bank to introduce new designs and
upgrade to the latest banknote security fea-
tures, especially after experiencing many
counterfeiting problems with the previous
issue.

On receipt of the notification of the
award, the Governor of the Ceniral Bank of
Samoa, Leasi Papali’i Scanlan, said he was
both “gratified and pleased” at the recogni-
tion received by Samoa’s new banknotes,
praiging the close collaboration between the
Bank and De La Rue on the award winning
design.

The Central Bank has been further
advised that our same 20 Tala note has also
won the ‘Bank Note of the Year’ award for
a German Numismatic Publication called
the Munzen & Samnmeln,




Courtesy of the North York Coin Club

ErroRTS INCREASING TO KEEP VICTORIA CROSS IN CANADA
BY RANDY BOSWELL, SASKATCHEWAN LEADER-POST

April 24, 2009

A growing controversy over the planned
auction of an iconic Canadian war medal —
the Victoria Cross of one of Winnipeg’s
“Valour Road” heroes from the First World
War — has officials with Lt. Robert
Shankland’s former regiment plotting ways
to prevent any sale to a foreign collector
while debating whether Ottawa or Winnipeg
should eventually lay claim to the itlustrious
decoration.

Shankland’s VC, awarded to imin 1917
for “most conspicuous bravery” in leading
his troops against the Germans near the
Belgian town of Passchendaele, is the cen-
trepiece of a nine-medal set being offered at
Bonhams’ May 25 auction of Canadian art
and history.

‘The high-end estimate for the full set —
which includes a Distinguished Conduct
Medal awarded to Shankland in 1916 for
rescuing a Canadian onit of stretcher bear-
ers from enemy fire — is $330,000.

In one of Canadian war history’s most
poignant twists of fate, Shankland lived
before the war on west-end Winnipeg’s Pine
Street along with two other future Victoria
Cross recipients — Cpl. Leo Clarke and
Sgt~Major Frederick Hall.

The street was later renamed Valour
Road, which remains a focal point of
Winnipeg remembrance activities,

Murray Burt, historian and secretary for
the Winnipeg-based Queen’s Own Cameron
Highlanders, said the regiment is lining up
“quiet financing™ for an attempt to secure the
Shankland VC, but intends to *hold our fire
until after the sale,” [t’s a strategy aimed at
taking advantage of federal rules that give
Canadians six months to match any auction
price paid by a foreign buyer for specially
designated Canadian cultural artifacts,
including histori¢ military objects.

*Our principal worry is that it goes out
of the country,” said Burt, adding that if any
international collector purchases
Shankland’s VC *we’ll sure go after it.”

He added that the Cameron Highlanders
“took some comfort” from the vow earlier
this weel by Veterans Affairs Minister Greg
Thompson to do “whatever it takes™ to block

the export of the “powerful and enduring
symbol” of Shankland’s gallantry.

“We have a duty to protect and preserve
this proud history of our nation’s truest
heroes,” Thompson said Tuesday to Canwest
News Service after it first reported the
plamned sale. “Our heritage cannot be for
export.”

Wayne Lightfoot, a federal public ser-
vant in Winnipeg, has also launched a pub-
lic campaign to keep the Shankland medals
in Canada.

Burt noted that some Camereon
Highlanders working to secure Shankland’s
medals “would like them in Winnipeg” to be
displayed at the regimental museum or else-
where, Others, he says, believe the Canadian
War Museum in Ottawa — which holds 30
of the 94 Victoria Crosses awarded to
Canadians between the 1850s and 1945 —
wolld be the “best place” to exhibit the
Shankiand VC.

Jack Kerr-Wilson, president of Bonhams
Canada, has said Shankland’s medals are
attracting considerable international inter-
est and that they will be available to any
Canadian or foreign buyer.

Previous attempts to auction examples of
Canada’s highest military decoration have
also provoked public ire and government
objections to the planned sales,

In 2004, with the family of Toronto-boin
Second World War medic Fred Topham
poised to auction his Victoria Cross —
earned through several daring dashes into no
man’s land in 1945 — the federal Liberal
government of the day vowed to block the
sale and even offered to purchase the medal.

In the end, a public fundraising cam-
paign spearheaded by the veterans of the 1st
Canadian Parachute Battalion - Topham’s
former unit— raised $300,000 to prevent the
medal’s sale to a British collector.

Also in 2004, the planned sale of the
Victoria Cross won by Canadian soldier Filip
Konowal during the First World War was
halted by the RCMP after ihe Canadian War
Museum claimed ownership of the medal,

Konowal’s VC had disappeared from a
museum storage area in the 1970s.
Following a brief police investigation, the
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medal was returned to the military history
collection in Ottawa, where Konowal had
worked as a Parliament Hill janitor before
his death in 1959,

And even the first Victoria Cross award-
ed to a Canadian — Alexander Dunn’s VC
from the 1854 Crimean War — sparked con-
troversy when it was auctioned in Britain in
1894, Canadian government officials later
purchased and repatriated the medal, which
is now on display at Dunn’s former school
in Torento.

Waould you like to know meore about the
Victoria Cross? Here are some citations
from the Canadian Numismatic
Bibliography:

<<Victorig Cross>=>.— CNJ : Vol. 12, no. ¢
(Sep. 1967). - p. 330 - 331, ill. - kistory of
the Commonwealth’s highest gallantry
award which was instituted in 1856.

Includes a chart displaying the number of
VCs and bars awarded in various wars to
Commonwealth Servicemen and civilians

1000 Brave Canadians. — Toronto :
Unitrade Press, 1991, — 415 p. — includes
all of the citations for Canadians awarded
the: Victoria Cross; George Cross; Albert
Medal; Edward Medal: George Medal,
King s Police Medal; Cross of Valowr; Star
of Conrage; Medal of Bravery; and the
Meritorious Service Cross

<<Four Canadian physicians have won the
Victoria Cross=>>. — CNJ : Vol. 36, no. 4
(April 1991). — p. 136 - 137. - biographi-
cal notes on Herbert Taylor Reade,
Campbell Millis Douglas, Francis
Alexander Caron Scrimger and Bellenden
S, Hutcheson - all physicians who were
awarded the Commonwealth s most distin-
guished military honour while serving with
Canadian Units at various times from 1857
~1918 (by NYCC member Marvin Kay)

History of the Victoria Cross : being an
account of the 520 acts of bravery for which
the decoration has been awarded, and por-
traits of 392 recipients. — Glendale, New
York : Benchmark publishing, 1970, —
xxiit, (1), 442, (2) p., ill. —reprint of

original 1904 edition by Philip A. Wilkins




Courtesy of Timber Talk

THE WOODEN NICKEL INVENTORY OF HARVEY FARROW
by John Regitko, CAWMC Member #2635

His Background
Harvey Farrow passed away suddenly at his home on January 18, 2001. A memorial service was held on February 15.
The hobby was represented by 10 collectors, including Paul Petch, at the time Presi-
dent of the North York Coin Club, which Harvey considered his “home” club, He was
pre-deceased by his parents Godfrey and Hazel Farrow (Harvey was only 6 months
old when his father passed away).

\ In his 63rd year, he received his education at Variety Village where he also learned to
| cope with his physical abilities that were the result of a birth defect. His determination
j/ to succeed at whatever he chose to do was evident even in his childhood because one

weekends walking along Danforth Avenue to take in the sights of Greektown, or
attend some event being held in the Canadian National Exhibition grounds.

Following his education at Variety Village, he obtained employment at Remington
Rand where he was responsible for accounts receivables and credit & collection. [ was also employed by Remington
Rand for over 25 years, ever since I graduated from school. Although I had met Harvey numerous times at the Toronto
and North York Coin Clubs, when [ was hired by Remington I was not aware that Harvey worked there. I ran into him
about a week after I started when T ventured from my 7th floor office to be introduced to the people in accounting on

the 5th floor. Small world sometimes.
After more than 25 years, he joined All-Comp Supplies & Services Litd., which [ owned. Harvey was responsible for

locking after all of the company’s accounting functions, including invoicing, accounts receivable, accounts payable, _

inventory control, banking and financial record keeping. As an aside, all employees of All-Comp were involved in the
hobby. Jacquie Miller, who was the daughter of the late Eric Miller, owner of Coin-Militaria Mart which operated out
of the Sheppard Centre two blocks away from All-Comp, worked with me for a number of years. She and Larry Son-
tagh, another employee of All-Comp, always assisted me in running the Toronto International Coin Fair (TICF) which
I owned and operated. With great teamwork, we turned TICF into Canada’s largest coin show with more dealers than
anyone else. We offered complimentary meeting space to organizations. The Canadian Tire Coupon Collectors Club
held their founding meeting at one of the TICFs.

An avid hockey fan and season ticket holder, Harvey could be found every Saturday evening cheering for his favorite.

team, the Toronto Maple Leafs. He could also be found at a number of local area coin clubs, including the North York,
Oshawa, Thistletown and Scarborough Coin Clubs, as well as Markham Village and Richmond Hill Coin Clubs when
they were in operation. He could be found at every ONA Convention since the ONA’s very beginning, as well as at
virtually all CNA Conventions regardless where across Canada they were held.

He received his start in numismatics when his mother and her best friend, Louise Graham, introduced him to the
Toronto Coin Club. While Mrs. Graham went on to become the President of the Toronto Coin Club and the Notth
York Coin Club, as well as President and Executive Secretary of the Canadian Numismatic Association, Harvey also
became involved with the organizational aspect of the hobby in a big way. One of his eatly volunteer positions was
long-time Treasurer of the Toronto Coin Club during the times when Louis Graham and I were President of the club.

His history with the North York Coin Club had been long and extensive. At the time of his death, he was the North
York Coin Club’s Treasurer, a position he had held for over 25 years. He also served .

the club as President, Receptionist, and Social Convenor. He represented the Club as
its official delegate at numerous annual ONA and CNA Conventions. For his hard
work and dedication, he was made an Honorary Life Member by the club. Just prior to
his passing, he agreed to take over as Treaswrer of the Mississauga-Thistletown Coin

Club.
As John Regitko stated at the eulogy at Harvey’s memorial service: “Harvey was

determined to do the best possible in whatever he was involved with, be it in business
or in his hobby. He was as dependable and accurate as anyone else I have ever

known.”
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Harvey Farrow’s Wooden Nickels

Kent Farrow, who held the Power of Attorney over Harvey’s property, asked me to review his numismatic holdings
and set a value for estate probate purposes, as well as to recommend its eventual disposition. One of the things that
Kent agreed to was to donate all of Harvey’s wooden tokens and presentation certificates fo the North York Coin
Club. They were turned over to the North York Coin Club. The inventory was then reviewed by three members that
were members of both the NYCC and CAWMC: Norm Belsten, Ron Zelk and myself. 'The only stipulation that
Kent proposed was that most of the material should be given away (such as in door draws).

The inventory of wooden nickels amounted to about 1,800 which he had accumulated over his lifetime of collecting
and included personal woods given to him by fellow collectors, wooden souvenir tokens from ONA and CNA Con-
ventions that he attended, woods he won in door draws while attending coin club meetings and promotional woods
passed on to him by others. Sixty-six had a NYCC connection and were retained by the club, It was determined that
139 had more than a minimum value. This included the hand painted woods of Lou Vesh and Garry Littrell, as well
as some earlier issues and autographed woods by well-known numismatists that had passed away. These better
woods were disposed of by auction at the CAWMC meeting that was held in conjunction with the CNA Convention
in Quebec City.

In a showing of generosity, the executive of the North York Coin Club voted unanimously in favour of Paul
Petch’s motion to donate 50% of the remaining wooden nickels of around 1,600 from the Harvey Farrow Estate to
other clubs of which he was an active member. This included the Scarborough Coin Club, Oshawa Coin Club,
Mississauga-Thistletown Coin Stamp & Collectables Club and the Southern Ontario Chapter of CAWMC. Norm
Belsten was asked to sort them into four piles of 200 each. The remaining 800 woods were used over an extended
period of time in door draws and at auctions.

As [ stated in the ONA Numismatist, official publication of the Ontario Numismatic Association, of which 1 was
editor at the time: “We salute the members and the executive of the North York Coin Club for sharing their windfall
with other clubs that were also attended by Harvey and were also close to his heart!

Obverse used for
the 1994 ONA
Convention
Hosted by the
North York Coin

Gold 1.5” dia.

Obverse used for
the 2004 CNA
Convention
Hosted by the
North York Coin

Green 1.75° dia. Blue 1.5” dia. Green-blue ink 1.5° dia.

Hlustrated are just six of the different woods issued by Harvey or for the North York Coin Club. The one in the
lower right, issued as a personal wood by Harvey, shows his frugality. It was created by the use of a rubber stamp
that did nof involve the expense of creating a die. ‘
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Courtesy of the North York Coin Club

GETTING YOUR 4-CENTS WORTH
BY BILL MILLER, SOUTHERN OREGON MaiL TRIBUNE

$15 for 2009 pennies?
That joke was done
nearly a century ago!

Tom Bartholomew thought the best way
to celebrate Abe Lincolu’s 101st birthday was
with a practical joke. After all, the old rail-
splitter always had loved a good story.

Tom was the owner of the West Side
Pharmacy, just a couple of blocks up Main
Street from the Medford raifroad tracks.

It’s sometimes difficult fo find a penny
these days, but if you should get desperate and
really want one for yourself, check with your
friendly banker or favourite cashier. If you
wait to pretend you still can see Tom
Bartholomew’s sign, head for the corner of Grape and Main in
Medford, The devilish Westside pharmacist dispensed his particular-
ly strange brand of humour just about where the Britt headquarters now
stands.

In March 1910, the newly minted Lincoln pen-

4 Glese

=

It didn’t take long for the rest of the town
to getthe news. How many people laughed at
the joke — and how many only fumed —
wasn'’t reported.

The enduring design of the Lincoln penny,
with only cccasional changes, has lasted
longer than any other United States coin, but
when it was new, it wasn’t always a hit.
Artistically, they said, it was no match for the
beautiful lndian Head penny it replaced, and
Lincolns wouldn’t stack as high as the
Indians. The coin was “too thick and too
heavy,” Coin machine owners said it just did-
n't fit, and telephone companies found
Lincoln pennies used as nickels in their new
pay telephones.

Then there was the portrait, the first to appear on a national coin,
Some said it was like a Roman Emperor, while others found it appro-
priate that & humble, unpretentious patriot would be honoured on the
country’s smallest, humblest and most common coin.

For 50 years, cven when it was made of steel in

nies, first issued in August 1909, still were pretty
hard to find. The public, especially young boys,
were stashing them away in bags and drawers.

[n Bartholomew’s store window, up went his
sign —“$15 for 1909 Pennies.” Even the mathemat-
ically challenged quickly recognized a $14.99 prof-
it. Drawers opened up and bags of copper coins

In the United States,
four new pennies
will appear this vear
in celebration of
Lincoln’s 200th birthday

1943, the reverse of the coin carried two wheat
heads, the words UNITED STATES OF AMER!-
CA and the national motto, E Pluribus Unum, “one
out of may,” That was replaced by the Lincoln
Monument in 1959.

On Feb. 12, Lincoln’s 200th birthday, the U.S.
Mint issued the first of four new pennies that will

came out, One by one, customers hurried in with
their dreams of 2 new bonnet, yoyos or inaybe even a few exira beers
at their favourite saloon.

A timid lady approached Tom’s counter clutching her new
“Lincoln” and asked if it were really true.

“Why, sure I'll give $15 for 1909 pennies,” said Tom.

“But, I only have one penny,” said the lady, ready for her reward.

“Well, you must get 1,908 more pennies,” satd Tom, with a sonile,
“To get the $15 you must have 1,909 pennies.”

appear this year. Lincoln remains on the front, but
the back images will change about every three months, Firstis the log
cabin where Lincoln was born. In May, it’s Lincoln reading on a log,
followed by Lincoln in front of the Illinois Statehouse, and in December
comes an unfinished Capitol Building, just as it was during the Civil
War. Next year, a not-yet-released design will celebrate the union of
the states.

In 1910, Tom Bartholomew’s joke would cost you $14.99. This
year, it’s going to take $59.96. Now, that’s what you call inflation.

20 MaLLioN LincoLN RAIL
SPLITTER PENNIES SOLD

IN FOUR DAYS pennies,

two-roll sets have sold for a total of 400,110
rolls, adding up to more than 20 million

that helped create further excitement for the
second launch. And, obviously, the sales limit
was greatly increased for the new cent.

By Mike UnseEr, NUMISMATIC NEWS

Blazing past all expectations, collectors
purchased more than 400,000 rolls of the 2009
Lincoln Rail Splitter cent in just four days, the
latest United States Mint sales figures show,

The Mint launched the coin Thursday to
an excited public. On the same day, two-roll
sets — one roll of 50 coins for the United
States Mint at Philadelphia and one roll of 50
coins for the United States Mint at Denver —
went on sale for $8.95. Or, perhaps miore clear-
Ly, for 8.95 cents per penny!

As of Sunday, the Mint said 200,055 of the

A staggering level that greatly outshines
the very impressive performance of the first
Log Cabin cent where 96,000 sets were sold
in less than two weeks. To be fair, the Mint
unexpectedly stopped selling those rolls, and
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The public, and collectors specifically,
apparently had little objections in paying pre-
miums for the rolls. In running the numbers
and discounting shipping, the Mint has
grossed a whopping $1.79 million ($8.95 x
200,455) for the pennies so far.

For the Mint’s part, a clear motivation was
petting more pennies out to a dernanding pub-
lic. And to the Mint’s credit, they have not shut
down sales of the coins. The action may help
reduce Lincoln coin prices overall, Afier the
first 2009 log cabin cent launch, prices for the
pennies in the secondary market went (and
are} much higher than original Mint prices.






